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other States. We remember the show of
support from the gulf when we were
struck by Hurricane Hugo, and South
Carolinians have not been hesitant to
come to the gulf’s rescue. Well over
2,000 South Carolina families have con-
tacted our Red Cross to offer whatever
assistance is needed. It is now esti-
mated that up to 5,000 evacuees are
being hosted in South Carolina, either
by individual families or in shelters
such as the Palmetto Expo Center in
Greenville.

The South Carolina National Guard
has also joined in the relief effort.
Nearly 350 of them have been to the
gulf to help. Countless churches and
civic organizations have taken their
own initiatives to organize relief ef-
forts. From fundraising drives to col-
lections and delivery of supplies, to
driving to the region to volunteer in
any capacity needed, the people of
South Carolina have risen to the occa-
sion. This show of support is so encour-
aging to me about our State and the
state of our Nation. Americans are car-
ing and compassionate, and we will
work side by side with our fellow citi-
zens to rebuild and bring hope back to
the gulf coast.

This afternoon my Subcommittee on
Disaster Prevention and Prediction
will be hearing from the Director of the
National Hurricane Center and wit-
nesses from the gulf coast region on
what the Government got right in ad-
vance of the storm and how we can rep-
licate that in the future to protect our
Nation’s coastal communities. Our
most powerful defense against hurri-
canes is accurate prediction and effec-
tive evacuation. I look forward to their
testimony and am confident it will pro-
vide important lessons for America’s
emergency planners.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SUNUNU). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning

business is closed.

————

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2006

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2744, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2744) making appropriations
for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
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and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2006, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Bennett-Kohl amendment No. 1726, to
amend the Rural Electrification Act of 1936.

Reid (for Nelson of Nebraska) amendment
No. 1732, to prohibit the use of funds for de-
veloping a final rule with respect to the im-
portation of beef from Japan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

AMENDMENT NO. 1732

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise to speak about efforts to re-
sume normal beef trading relationships
with Japan. I thank my colleagues
from my neighboring beef States for
their leadership and support and so
many others for their efforts in seeking
a bipartisan resolution to this matter.

As I travel through Nebraska, at-
tending events and participating in
summer parades throughout the large-
ly rural landscape, I am constantly re-
minded of the importance of our beef
industry. Prominently displayed on
many vintage cars and pickup trucks
are generic black and yellow license
plates that boast a clear message—
“Nebraska, the Beef State.”” While it is
unlikely any modern day automobile in
Nebraska now or in the future will
sport that yellow and black plate of
old, our billboard slogan, ‘‘the Beef
State,” is still the message people
equate with Nebraska.

I am here to address an important
amendment that will suspend the rule-
making process the United States De-
partment of Agriculture has proposed
and published in the August 18, 2005
printing of the Federal Register in a
rule entitled ‘“‘Importation of Whole
Cuts of Boneless Beef from Japan.’”’ The
formal public comment period was
closed yesterday so prompt Senate ac-
tion is imperative. At the time the rule
was published, the Nebraska Cattle-
men, a grassroots organization whose
individual producer members deter-
mine issues of importance to the Ne-
braska beef industry, wrote to me to
request a stepped-up effort to convince
Japan to resume imports of United
States beef. In their letter they stated:

[n]Jormalization of beef trade must be pro-
gressively pursued because it impacts the
state’s economy and because responsible
trading partners treat each other fairly and
justly.

The letter continues:

[tlrade should not be based on politics and
protectionism.

I couldn’t agree more. Trade must be
based on fair play. Free trade must in-
clude a vision of fair trade. I am going
to step back a moment to state why
this is so important to me and the
hard-working cattle producers and beef
processors in my State. In the beef
State, cattle outnumber people four to
one and more than one of every five
steaks and hamburgers in the Nation
comes from my State. According to
USDA, Nebraska ranks first in com-
mercial cattle slaughter, processing
over 4 million metric tons of beef and
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beef products in 2004. Nationally, the
numbers are even more compelling.
The U.S. beef industry is worth an esti-
mated $175 billion, with cattle pro-
ducers conducting business in all 50
States and operating 800,000 individual
farms and ranches. The economic im-
pact of the beef industry contributes to
nearly every county in the Nation, and
they are a significant economic driver
in rural communities.

Demand for beef continues to in-
crease, up nearly 20 percent since 1998.
With 94.9 million cattle reported to be
in the United States as of January 2004,
there are 1.4 million jobs directly at-
tributed to the beef industry. It is not
a surprise that both the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association and R-
Calf United Stockgrowers of America
have weighed in on the significance of
their industry and the importance of
having access to valuable markets
throughout the world. With beef and
beef variety meat exports accounting
for approximately $3.8 billion in 2003
alone, it is important to recognize
NCBA’s and R-CALF USA’s statements
on the USDA proposed rule that is the
subject of my amendment.

On August 22, R-CALF USA stated
that this is an example of “USDA tilt-
ing the playing field away from inde-
pendent U.S. cattle producers by con-
tinuing to give market access before
we gain market access.”

I ask unanimous consent that the R—
CALF USA statement be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

R-CALF UNITED STOCKGROWERS OF AMERICA
APHIS’ PLAN TO LIFT JAPAN BEEF BAN
PREMATURE

R-CALF USA expressed disappointment
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(USDA-APHIS) proposed rule titled ‘‘Impor-
tation of Whole Cuts of Boneless Beef from
Japan,” published in Thursday’s Federal
Register (70 Fed. Reg. 48,494) to amend the
agency’s regulation for the importation of
meat and other edible animal products that
would allow Japan to export boneless cuts of
beef to the United States.

‘“This is another example of the USDA tilt-
ing the playing field away from independent
U.S. cattle producers by continuing to give
market access before we gain market ac-
cess,” said R-CALF USA President and Co-
Founder Leo McDonnell.

“In addition, USDA has yet to implement
the scientifically recommended measures to
prevent the potential for BSE amplification
if it is introduced through imports,” said
Missouri veterinarian and R-CALF USA Re-
gion VI Director Max Thornsberry. “USDA’s
own scientists have strongly and consist-
ently advised the agency to strengthen the
U.S. feed ban by prohibiting plate waste
from cattle feed before the U.S. lifts its ban
on imported beef from any country where
BSE exists.”

Thornsberry, who also chairs the R-CALF
USA Animal Health Committee, explained
that the plate waste loophole would allow
the uneaten portions of imported beef from
BSE affected countries served at domestic
restaurants to potentially enter the food
chain for U.S. cattle. Although Japan cur-
rently performs a BSE test on all cattle



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-14T12:00:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




