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stream gauge, and to have unrestricted ad-
ministrative access over the associated roads
to the gauge (as depicted in Appendix B of
the Settlement Agreement).

(3) CONVEYANCE BY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The
conveyance of the Northern Tier Land shall
be by quitclaim deed executed on behalf of
the United States by the Director of Lands
and Minerals, Forest Service, Southwestern
Region, Department of Agriculture.

(d) TRUST STATUS AND FOREST BOUND-
ARIES.—

(1) ACQUISITION OF LAND BY INDIAN TRIBE.—
If the Northern Tier Land is acquired by an
Indian tribe (including a Pueblo tribe), the
land may be reconveyed by quitclaim deed or
deeds back to the United States to be held in
trust by the Secretary of the Interior for the
benefit of the tribe, and the Secretary of the
Interior shall accept the conveyance without
any additional administrative action by the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of
the Interior.

(2) LAND HELD IN TRUST.—On recording a
quitclaim deed described in paragraph (1) in
the Land Titles and Records Office, South-
west Region, Bureau of Indian Affairs, the
Northern Tier Land shall be deemed to be
held in trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Indian tribe.

(3) BOUNDARIES OF SANTA FE NATIONAL FOR-
EST.—Effective on the date of a deed de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the boundaries of
the Santa Fe National Forest shall be
deemed modified to exclude from the Na-
tional Forest System the land conveyed by
the deed.

(e) INHOLDER AND ADMINISTRATIVE AC-
CESS.—

(1) FAILURE OF PUEBLO OF SANTA CLARA TO
ACT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Pueblo of Santa
Clara does not exercise its option to acquire
the Northern Tier Land, the Secretary of Ag-
riculture or the Secretary of the Interior, as
appropriate, shall by deed reservations or
grants on land under their respective juris-
diction provide for inholder and public ac-
cess across the Northern Tier Land in order
to provide reasonable ingress and egress to
private and Federal land as shown in Appen-
dix B of the Settlement Agreement.

(B) ADMINISTRATION OF RESERVATIONS.—
The Secretary of the Interior shall admin-
ister any such reservations on land acquired
by any Indian tribe.

(2) EFFECT OF ACCEPTANCE.—If the Pueblo
of Santa Clara exercises its option to acquire
all of the Northern Tier Land, the following
shall apply:

(A) EASEMENTS TO UNITED STATES.—

(i) DEFINITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACCESS.—
In this subparagraph, the term ‘‘administra-
tive access’ means access to Federal land by
Federal employees acting in the course of
their official capacities in carrying out ac-
tivities on Federal land authorized by law or
regulation, and by agents and contractors of
Federal agencies who have been engaged to
perform services necessary or desirable for
fire management and the health of forest re-
sources, including the cutting and removal
of vegetation, and for the health and safety
of persons on the Federal land.

(ii) EASEMENTS.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The Pueblo of Santa Clara
shall grant and convey at closing perpetual
easements over the existing roads to the
United States that are acceptable to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture for administrative ac-
cess over the Santa Clara Reservation High-
way 601 (the Puye Road), from its intersec-
tion with New Mexico State Highway 30,
westerly to its intersection with the Sawyer
Canyon Road (also known as Forest Develop-
ment Road 445), thence southwesterly on the
Sawyer Canyon Road to the point at which it
exits the Santa Clara Reservation.
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(II) MAINTENANCE OF ROADWAY.—An ease-
ment under this subparagraph shall provide
that the United States shall be obligated to
contribute to maintenance of the roadway
commensurate with actual use.

(B) EASEMENTS TO PRIVATE LANDOWNERS.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Pueblo of Santa
Clara, in consultation with private land-
owners, shall grant and convey a perpetual
easement to the private owners of land with-
in the Northern Tier Land for private access
over Santa Clara Reservation Highway 601
(Puye Road) across the Santa Clara Indian
Reservation from its intersection with New
Mexico State Highway 30, or other des-
ignated public road, on Forest Development
Roads 416, 445 and other roads that may be
necessary to provide access to each individ-
ually owned private tract.

(3) APPROVAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall approve the conveyance of an ease-
ment under paragraph (2) upon receipt of
written approval of the terms of the ease-
ment by the Secretary of Agriculture.

(4) ADEQUATE ACCESS PROVIDED BY PUEBLO
OF SANTA CLARA.—If adequate administrative
and inholder access is provided over the
Santa Clara Indian Reservation under para-
graph (2), the Secretary of the Interior—

(A) shall vacate the inholder access over
that portion of Forest Development Road 416
referenced in section 7(e)(5); but

(B) shall not vacate the reservations over
the Northern Tier Land for administrative
access under subsection (¢)(2).

SEC. 13. INTER-PUEBLO COOPERATION.

(a) DEMARCATION OF BOUNDARY.—The Pueb-
lo of Santa Clara and the Pueblo may, by
agreement, demarcate a boundary between
their respective tribal land within Township
20 North, Range 7 East, in Rio Arriba Coun-
ty, New Mexico, and may exchange or other-
wise convey land between them in that town-
ship.

(b) ACTION BY SECRETARY OF THE INTE-
RIOR.—In accordance with any agreement
under subsection (a), the Secretary of the In-
terior shall, without further administrative
procedures or environmental or other anal-
yses—

(1) recognize a boundary between the Pueb-
lo of Santa Clara and the Pueblo;

(2) provide for a boundary survey;

(3) approve land exchanges and convey-
ances as agreed upon by the Pueblo of Santa
Clara and the Pueblo; and

(4) accept conveyances of exchanged lands
into trust for the benefit of the grantee
tribe.

SEC. 14. DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS PLAN.

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the In-
terior shall act in accordance with the In-
dian Tribal Judgment Funds Use or Distribu-
tion Act (25 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.) with respect
to the award entered in the compromise and
settlement of claims under the case styled
Pueblo of San Ildefonso v. United States, No.
660-87L, United States Court of Federal
Claims.

SEC. 15. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION AND JUDICIAL
REVIEW.

Notwithstanding any provision of State
law, the Settlement Agreement and the Los
Alamos Agreement (including any real prop-
erty conveyance under the agreements) shall
be interpreted and implemented as matters
of Federal law.

SEC. 16. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date of
enactment of this Act.
SEC. 17. TIMING OF ACTIONS.

It is the intent of Congress that the land
conveyances and adjustments contemplated
in this Act shall be completed not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.
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SEC. 18. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such funds as are necessary to carry out this
Act.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join Senator DOMENICI in in-
troducing the Pueblo de San Ildefonso
Claims Settlement Act. This claim, the
last one pending before the Indian
Claims Commission, has gone unre-
solved for over 50 years and it is cer-
tainly long past time to bring an end
to this dispute. I'd particularly like to
commend the Pueblo de San Ildefonso
for their diligent work on this settle-
ment. It is testament to the Pueblo’s
fortitude and open-minded approach to
this issue that they have been able find
consensus with the many parties to
this settlement and produce this com-
promise legislation.

As with any settlement of a lawsuit,
it’s unlikely that everyone will be com-
pletely happy with the terms of the
deal but I am pleased to note that all
of the local governments, tribal and
municipal, have expressed their sup-
port. I hope that the introduction of
this bill begins a productive process in
the Indian Affairs Committee and, once
the final product is signed into law,
with the public that will definitively
settle the issues of land ownership in
this area and allow all of the local
communities to move forward coopera-
tively.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 251—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT
SHOULD ENSURE THAT FEDERAL
RESPONSE AND RECOVERY EF-
FORTS FOR HURRICANE
KATRINA INCLUDE CONSIDER-
ATION FOR ANIMAL RESCUE AND
CARE

Mr. ENSIGN (for himself, Mr.
SANTORUM, and Mr. LEVIN) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 251

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that, in order to efficiently coordinate and
respond to the growing crisis represented by
the large number of animals left behind in
the Gulf Coast region, the President should
ensure that the Federal response and recov-
ery efforts for Hurricane Katrina include
consideration for animal rescue and care.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs has postponed the
oversight hearing scheduled for
Wednesday, September 28, 2005, at 2:30
p.m. in Room 485 of the Russell Senate
Office Building. Those wishing addi-
tional information may contact the In-
dian Affairs Committee.
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