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This legislation raises the penalty for 

those who help cop-killers flee the 
country from a maximum of 15 years in 
prison to a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of 15 years behind bars. 

Mr. Speaker, it will always be our 
preference for State and local prosecu-
tors to go after cop-killers. Police keep 
our local communities safe and local 
prosecutors should have primary juris-
diction over these cases. That is why 
we included language to give priority 
to local prosecutors, and we have made 
clear that nothing in this bill would su-
persede that authority. In addition, the 
penalty under the bill would be a con-
secutive sentence to any other State or 
Federal punishment. This provision 
would ensure that any punishment on 
the local level would be enhanced by an 
additional Federal sentence. 

Finally, we firmly believe that the 
Bush administration should use all 
tools available to bring about a change 
in Mexico’s extradition policy. We in-
cluded a provision directing the Sec-
retary of State to enter into formal 
discussions with the Mexican govern-
ment on the U.S.-Mexico extradition 
treaty. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation sends a 
powerful message to Mexico and any 
other country that refuses to extradite 
a fugitive cop-killer. It shows that the 
United States Congress considers this a 
crime against America. Passage of this 
bill will ensure that perpetrators of 
these heinous crimes will be brought to 
justice. 

I urge my colleagues to join with us 
in cosponsoring this very important 
measure. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 37 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BRADLEY of New Hamp-
shire) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, You are our refuge in trou-
ble and the comforter of Your people. 
Natural disasters, civil strife, and all 
forms of suffering may cause Your peo-
ple to feel vulnerable and become dis-
couraged. But often, right in the midst 
of conflict or chaos, You reveal Your 
powerful grace which elevates and re-
deems. 

As we hear the stories of brothers 
and sisters in distress, we also learn of 
their bravery, self-sacrifice and the 

goodness of others. Lord, lead us 
through present difficulties that we 
may find deeper solidarity with one an-
other. Help us to shore up this Nation’s 
infrastructure to serve the common 
good. Wipe away all disillusion so we 
make better plans for the future. 

Lord, inspire all in public service and 
all citizens to be accountable to You, 
responsible for one another, and caring 
most for the weakest in our midst. 
Only then will we prove ourselves to be 
truly Your people both now and for-
ever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

H.R. 2385. An act to extend by 10 years the 
authority of the Secretary of Commerce to 
conduct the quarterly financial report pro-
gram. 

H.R. 3784. An act to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education Act of 
1965, and for other purposes. 

f 

BLAIR STANDS FIRM AGAINST 
TERRORISM 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, although some war cynics 
continue to call for a ‘‘retreat and de-
feat policy,’’ Prime Minister Tony 
Blair has proven that he is committed 
to finishing the mission in Iraq. 

Two weeks ago, Prime Minister Blair 
gave a scorching speech at the United 
Nations confirming U.S. and British in-
tent to win the global war on ter-
rorism. 

According to The Post and Courier of 
Charleston, South Carolina, ‘‘Mr. 
Blair’s eloquence secured unanimous 
backing of the Security Council for a 
British resolution outlawing incite-
ment to commit acts of terrorism.’’ 

Prime Minister Blair clearly dis-
missed the argument that U.S. and 

British intervention in Iraq had 
spawned terrorism. As he said, Iraq is a 
pretext as the cause of terrorism, 
which actually is the doctrine of fanat-
icism. 

‘‘Terrorism won’t be defeated until 
our determination is as complete as 
theirs; our defense of freedom as reso-
lute as their fanaticism, our passion 
for democracy as great as their passion 
for tyranny,’’ said Mr. Blair. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 438 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to have my 
name removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 
438. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO TAKE THE 
WHEEL 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the ad-
ministration has the answer to the en-
ergy crisis. Drive less, they are telling 
the American people. 

Drive less? Oil companies are making 
record profits, kids are not going to 
school in Georgia, gas lines are forming 
in the South, and here in the Nation’s 
Capital, gas prices are over $3 a gallon. 

Drive less? Since this administration 
moved from Texas to Washington, D.C., 
the top five oil companies earned $254 
billion in pure profit. Think about it. 
These companies made $254 billion in 
profit from the last 5 years. The clean-
up from Katrina will cost at least $200 
billion. 

What are we doing here? Drive less? 
The administration is asking every 
American to sacrifice mobility but not 
asking the oil companies to sacrifice a 
dime of their profit. The problem is not 
that the American people are driving 
too much. The problem is that the oil 
companies are driving our Nation’s en-
ergy policies, driving up the cost of 
gasoline, natural gas and home heating 
oil, and every chance of driving them-
selves toward huge profits. 

It is time for Congress to take back 
the wheel. It is time for a sustainable 
energy policy which puts consumers, 
the environment, human health and 
peace first. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL HURRICANE 
KATRINA INVESTIGATION 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, in the 
aftermath of the two hurricanes, 
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Katrina and Rita, the question comes 
up, how do we evaluate the Federal re-
sponse and how do we learn from the 
events of the past 4 weeks? How do we 
protect our country going forward? 

There are some in this body who have 
called for a special commission to con-
duct that inquiry, a special commis-
sion as opposed to a congressional in-
quiry. But I believe that Congress not 
only has the duty, I believe Congress 
has the constitutional obligation to 
undertake that process. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, this is one job that is too im-
portant for the other side to outsource. 

In order for this to work, that is a 
Congressional inquiry, it is going to re-
quire participation from both sides of 
the aisle. It is not healthy for the 
country for one side to stand on the 
sidelines and point fingers. 

And what about a special commis-
sion? Well, we saw that with the 9/11 
Commission. Their former commission 
spokesman said that he could not 
evaluate the information on Able Data 
because the information provided did 
not mesh with the conclusions that 
they were drawing. 

I submit, Mr. Speaker, it is appro-
priate for Congress to do this inves-
tigation and I look forward to the re-
sult. 

f 

SUPPORT FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to any further poten-
tial cuts to Federal assistance pro-
grams. 

The Census states that 13 percent of 
Americans live in poverty and we have 
seen the face of poverty more glaring 
recently. In Dallas, my hometown, 23 
percent live in poverty, almost double 
the national average. 

America’s economy is weak. It is 
strong for the wealthy but it is weak 
for the poor. Gas prices are outrageous, 
the cost of this war is crippling, and 
continuing conflict is an embarrass-
ment. Tax cuts to the rich are putting 
down the poor. 

Since the current administration 
took over, there are 5.4 million more 
people in poverty, 6 million more with-
out health insurance. Americans need 
jobs, a decent minimum wage and af-
fordable health care. 

Mr. Speaker, people living in poverty 
need help. We must strengthen Med-
icaid, Medicare, Social Security and 
temporary assistance programs, not 
cut them. 

f 

BANNING EFFORTS OF FAITH- 
BASED GROUPS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the left is 
howling about how hurricane relief 
money is being spent. They want to 
stop money from going to certain 
groups. The government has offered to 
help defray the cost that faith-based 
groups have incurred in helping vic-
tims of the hurricanes. Many have been 
able to cover costs through donations 
of goods, money, and volunteers. But in 
many cases, these groups help more 
people than they were capable of help-
ing because the government asked 
them to. 

But to serve an extremist agenda, 
some have called on the government to 
ban faith-based groups from the pub-
licly funded relief effort. Their call 
would shut out the poor in churches 
and synagogues and mosques simply to 
suit their erroneous reading of the Con-
stitution and to pad their fundraising 
numbers. 

First, they want to keep poor kids in 
big cities from going to good schools 
with scholarship vouchers, now they 
want to stop aid from going to the 
poor. So much for compassion. 

f 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO SIT UP AND 
LISTEN 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, this 
weekend, Cindy Sheehan and hundreds 
of thousands of opponents of the war in 
Iraq marched here in Washington, D.C. 
The massive outpouring of public dem-
onstration against the war is reflected 
in national polls showing America’s 
growing dissatisfaction with the Presi-
dent’s Iraqi policy. 

In the spring of 2003, the President 
pushed our Nation into a war in Iraq. 
The decision was not based on proven 
terrorist threat or WMDs, but Presi-
dent Bush’s private agenda. 

Two years ago, the American people 
had spent over $250 billion in Iraq. 
What do we have to show for it? Not 
much except for the growing insur-
gency, close to 2,000 American deaths, 
and untold innocent Iraqi lives. 

Mr. Speaker, President Bush’s adven-
ture in Iraq has been an abysmal fail-
ure. People such as Cindy Sheehan, 
who have made a mother’s ultimate 
sacrifice, are speaking out. The Presi-
dent will not listen, but it is time for 
Congress to sit up and listen. 

f 

HURRICANE RESPONSE 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
this month of September 2005 has seen 
our Nation suffer the ravages of the 
largest natural disaster in our history 
and a second hurricane of remarkable 
power, Katrina and Rita. All Ameri-
cans extend their hearts and their 
hands and their hopes to those whose 

lives have been so drastically dis-
rupted. 

In Congress, our responsibility must 
be to ensure that the money that we 
have provided for the relief efforts is 
spent only on relief and recovery ef-
forts. That is why Congress will send a 
special team of investigators to the 
Gulf region to monitor disaster expend-
itures. 

That is why Congress will convene 
oversight hearings to learn from high 
administration officials, State officials 
and local folks on the status of the re-
lief efforts and where the funds are 
being expended. That is why weekly re-
ports on expenditures are mandated by 
Congress and why ongoing audits and 
investigations on disaster assistance 
are being conducted. 

Mr. Speaker, recovery efforts will 
take time and the Federal Government 
will be there to support the local and 
State leaders, but anything we do we 
must do so in a fiscally responsible 
way. 

f 

HONORING BAILEY GOFORTH 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a very special constituent 
of mine, Miss Bailey Goforth, a 7-year- 
old from Alexander County, North 
Carolina, a bright young lady who is 
wise far beyond her years. 

On Saturday, July 16 of this year, 
Bailey’s father, David, became pinned 
beneath a heavy farm implement while 
attempting to hook up a bush hog to 
his tractor. Bailey was the person who 
discovered him. Rather than panic at 
the sight of her injured father, she 
acted in a calm and collected manner. 
She and her younger sister, Ali, tried 
to phone their grandparents for help 
but unfortunately they could not reach 
them. 

That is when Bailey sprinted to her 
family’s garage, retrieved a car jack, 
and followed her father’s instructions 
on how to free him from beneath the 
bush hog. Her father sustained a bro-
ken left leg, but his injuries could have 
been far worse if his brave young 
daughter had not come to his rescue. 

Mr. Speaker, Bailey Goforth is to be 
commended for her bravery, deter-
mination and sound judgment. She is 
truly an inspiration for us all. 

f 

TOUGH QUESTIONS FOR FEMA 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, over the 
past few minutes, beginning with the 
great prayer from our Chaplain, we 
have been talking about the devasta-
tion of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
And we know that immediately fol-
lowing Hurricane Katrina, Speaker 
HASTERT called along with Senator 
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