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FRIST for the establishment of select
committees that would deal with an
analysis of what the problems were
leading up to Hurricane Katrina and
what took place in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina. Unfortunately, the
Democratic leadership chose to not ap-
point any Members to this select com-
mittee.

I have just been watching over the
last while the hearings that have been
taking place. Before they took place,
the Democratic leader said that these
hearings would be nothing but a white-
wash. Well, having seen the questions
raised by my Republican colleagues on
the committee, they are tough, strong,
hard questions that are being raised of
the former FEMA administrator, Mr.
Brown.
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I believe, Mr. Speaker, that it is re-
sponsible to appoint the full com-
plement of membership. It is impera-
tive that the people who have been vic-
timized by these tragedies are heard
through their representatives on this
select committee, and for those of us in
the rest of the country who face the
prospect of a disaster, in my State,
earthquakes, fires, mudslides create
the threat of really causing a tremen-
dous loss of life, we need to figure out
what the problems are at FEMA.

So, Mr. Speaker, let us see the leader
appoint the full complement of mem-
bership to that committee so that their
very important questions can be raised.

———

SIGNIFICANT VICTORY IN IRAQ

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, as
my colleague was saying, we have
talked quite a bit about Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita today and over the
past few weeks, and we do express our
sympathies to all of those families that
have been affected.

I had a colleague mention a moment
ago something about Iraq, the war
against terrorism, spoke about it from
the negative. I want to highlight a
positive and a real victory, a signifi-
cant victory in Iraq.

Al Qaeda’s second-highest ranking
operative in Iraq was Kkilled in a joint
strike by U.S. and Iraqi forces. This is
a huge win, Mr. Speaker, a huge win
for our troops and for freedom; and it is
another sign that we are taking al
Qaeda and the terrorist organizations
apart, piece by piece.

Whether they are in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, or working to infiltrate our bor-
ders, we are working to uncover and
destroy the terrorists’ network. We are
being led in this effort by our men and
women in uniform. God bless them and
their good work, and bless those won-
derful American-Iraqi forces who are
leading in this war against terror.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADLEY of New Hampshire). Pursuant
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

————

NATURAL DISASTER STUDENT AID
FAIRNESS ACT

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3863) to provide the Secretary of
Education with waiver authority for
the reallocation rules in the Campus-
Based Aid programs, and to extend the
deadline by which funds have to be re-
allocated to institutions of higher edu-
cation due to a natural disaster, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3863

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Natural Disaster Student Aid Fairness
Act”.

(b) REFERENCES.—References in this Act to
‘‘the Act” are references to the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.).

SEC. 2. ALLOCATION AND USE OF CAMPUS-BASED
HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE.

(a) WAIVER OF MATCHING REQUIREMENTS.—
Notwithstanding sections 413C(a)(2), 443(b)(5),
and 463(a)(2) of the Act (20 U.S.C. 1070b—
2(a)(2); 42 U.S.C. 2753(b)(5); 20 U.S.C.
1087cc(a)(2)), with respect to funds made
available for academic years 20042005 and
2005-2006—

(1) in the case of an institution of higher
education located in an area affected by a
Gulf hurricane disaster, the Secretary shall
waive the requirement that a participating
institution of higher education provide a
non-Federal share or a capital contribution,
as the case may be, to match Federal funds
provided to the institution for the programs
authorized pursuant to subpart 3 of part A,
part C, and part E of title IV of the Act; and

(2) in the case of an institution of higher
education that has accepted for enrollment
any affected students, the Secretary may
waive that matching requirement after con-
sidering the institution’s student population
and existing resources, using consistent and
objective criteria.

(b) WAIVER OF REALLOCATION RULES.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO REALLOCATE.—Notwith-
standing sections 413D(d), 442(d), and 462(i) of
the Act (20 U.S.C. 1070b-3(d); 42 U.S.C. 2752(d);
20 U.S.C. 1087bb(i)), the Secretary shall—

(A) reallocate any funds returned under
any of those sections that were allocated to
institutions of higher education for award
year 2004-2005 to an institution of higher edu-
cation that is eligible under paragraph (2) of
this subsection; and

(B) waive the allocation reduction for
award year 2006-2007 for an institution re-
turning more than 10 percent of its alloca-
tion under any of those sections.

(2) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTIONS FOR REALLOCA-
TION.—An institution of higher education
may receive a reallocation of excess alloca-
tions under this subsection if the institu-
tion—

September 27, 2005

(A) participates in the program for which
excess allocations are being reallocated; and

(B)(i) is located in an area affected by a
Gulf hurricane disaster; or

(ii) has accepted for enrollment any af-
fected students in academic year 2005-2006.

(3) BASIS OF REALLOCATION.—The Secretary
shall determine the manner in which excess
allocations shall be reallocated to institu-
tions under paragraph (1), and shall give ad-
ditional consideration to the needs of insti-
tutions located in an area affected by a Gulf
hurricane disaster.

(4) ADDITIONAL WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, in
order to carry out this subsection, the Sec-
retary may waive or modify any statutory or
regulatory provision relating to the realloca-
tion of excess allocations under subpart 3 of
part A, part C, or part E of title IV of the
Act in order to ensure that assistance is re-
ceived by affected institutions for affected
students.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS DATE EXTEN-
SION.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law—

(1) any funds available to the Secretary
under sections 413A, 441, and 461 of the Act
(20 U.S.C. 1070b; 42 U.S.C. 2751; 20 U.S.C.
1087aa) for which the period of availability
would otherwise expire on September 30,
2005, shall be available for obligation by the
Secretary until September 30, 2006 for the
purposes of the programs authorized pursu-
ant to subpart 3 of part A, part C, and part
E of title IV of the Act, respectively; and

(2) the Secretary may recall any funds al-
located to an institution of higher education
for award year 2004-2005 under section 413D,
442, or 462 of the Act that, if not returned to
the Secretary as excess allocations pursuant
to any of those sections, would otherwise
lapse on September 30, 2005, and reallocate
those funds in accordance with subsection
(b)(1).

SEC. 3. EMERGENCY DESIGNATION.

Section 2 of this Act is designated as an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
402 of H. Con. Res. 95 (109th Congress).

SEC. 4. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

The provisions of this Act shall cease to be
effective one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Education.

(2) AFFECTED STUDENT.—The term ‘‘af-
fected student’” means an individual who has
applied for or received student financial as-
sistance under title IV of the Act, and who—

(A) was enrolled or accepted for enroll-
ment, as of August 29, 2005, at an institution
of higher education in an area affected by a
Gulf hurricane disaster;

(B) was a dependent student enrolled or ac-
cepted for enrollment at an institution of
higher education that is not in an area af-
fected by a Gulf hurricane disaster, but
whose parents resided or were employed, as
of August 29, 2005, in an area affected by a
Gulf hurricane disaster; or

(C) suffered direct economic hardship as a
direct result of a Gulf hurricane disaster, as
determined by the Secretary using con-
sistent and objective criteria.

(3) GULF HURRICANE DISASTER.—The term
“Gulf hurricane disaster’” means a major dis-
aster that the President declared to exist, in
accordance with section 401 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170), and that was
caused by Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane
Rita.

(4) AREA AFFECTED BY A GULF HURRICANE
DISASTER.—The term ‘‘area affected by a
Gulf hurricane disaster’” means a county or
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