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from Katrina and Rita, oil and natural
gas production can be disrupted to the
detriment of consumers throughout the
United States because production is
too concentrated in the gulf coast re-
gion.

To correct these problems, I have in-
troduced H.R. 3811. This legislation
would allow for safe oil and natural gas
exploration along the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. This bill would do away
with all appropriation moratoriums
and executive orders that limit leasing
activities, while maintaining environ-
mental safeguards.

It is imperative that the United
States begin drilling in other parts
outside of the gulf. Madam Speaker, as
my colleagues can see from this map,
there is a wide range of areas where we
can drill. Right now, the United States
drills right here off my home State of
Texas and Louisiana; yet, there is
crude oil still in the Gulf of Mexico, on
the east coast and, yes, Madam Speak-
er, even off the sacred coast of Cali-
fornia. It is imperative that we think
and consider drilling in these areas.

Since the 1980s, Congress has been
placing appropriations moratoriums on
drilling on all of these red areas that
are outlined on this map. They are
doing so by withholding leases. It
started in California, and now about 90
percent of the Outer Continental Shelf
is off limits to energy developments.
All these people on these -coastal
States want cheap gasoline, they want
natural gas, but they say do not drill in
our neighborhood.

Madam Speaker, this is hypocritical.
This does not make sense. It violates
common sense. In this Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, there are about 300 cubic
feet of natural gas and more than 50
billion barrels of oil yet to be discov-
ered, enough to replace current im-
ports from the Persian Gulf for 60 years
and produce sufficient natural gas to
heat 75 million homes for 60 years.

Madam Speaker, it would seem to me
that opening up these areas would be
the obvious choice. We are the only
major industrial power in the world
that has this silly rule about not drill-
ing off our own shores. They drill in
the North Sea, and around the world,
and yet, they do so safely.

My bill would allow the Department
of the Interior’s Mineral and Mining
Service to begin processing these
leases. This would bring in additional
lease revenue to Americans. Right now,
Americans are receiving in this blue
area $7.5 billion a year in lease rev-
enue. Imagine what we could get from
these red areas if we allowed drilling in
these areas.

It is important that we use some
common sense. Americans worry about
skyrocketing energy prices and want
solutions. The decision on where to
drill is going to have to be made and
made soon. This is a price issue, but it
is also a national security issue.

Hurricane season is not over and it
will be back next year. It is inevitable
that more storms will come down hur-
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ricane alley right here in the gulf, and
they are going to stop in Louisiana or
Texas. With all the rigs in the same
place, we are destined to repeat his-
tory. Although most of the rigs sur-
vived Hurricanes Rita and Xatrina
with minimal damage, there will be
more storms, wind and disasters.

Those that say no to offshore drilling
have no solutions to the energy prob-
lem. We can drill offshore safely, envi-
ronmentally correct, when you get
over the fear factor proposed by the
anti-drilling people, and take control
of our own energy needs. Otherwise,
Madam Speaker, we will freeze in the
dark. That is just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
ScHMIDT). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. FORBES) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. FORBES addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take the 5 min-
utes that the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON) would have had.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

THE GROWTH OF THE U.S.
ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I rise
this afternoon to talk about a very im-
portant issue which, frankly, has not
gotten a great deal of attention and
that is the growth of the U.S. economy
and what it is we have been able to see
over the past several weeks and
months.

Virtually everyone has acknowledged
the fact that Hurricane Katrina was, if
not the worst, one of the worst natural
disasters to hit the United States of
America, and we all know that in the
wake of that disaster where we saw the
tragic loss of life and, of course, the
devastation of property along the gulf
coast, we assumed that there would be
a very, very deleterious effect on the
U.S. economy. Today, we received what
is news that is not what you would call
overwhelmingly positive, but certainly
not news that was anything like what
had been anticipated.
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Today, we received the news that fol-
lowing the tragedy of Hurricane
Katrina there has been a net job loss
based on the payroll survey, which is
the old survey structure that has been
put into place to determine the jobless
rate in the country, a payroll jobs rate
reduction of 35,000 nationwide.

Madam Speaker, I think it is impor-
tant to note that many economists had
predicted that that job loss number
was going to be in excess of 200,000 in
the wake of the tragedy of Hurricane
Katrina and Hurricane Rita. I think it
is important to also recognize that as
we focus attention from the United
States Congress and the State and
local officials, the President of the
United States, focus on reconstruction,
dealing with the tragic circumstances
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
one of the most important things we
can do is to make sure that the entire
U.S. economy continues to grow as
boldly and as dynamically as possible.

Let us look at the policies that we
have seen put into place that have led
to tremendous economic growth. We
saw throughout the year of 2004 gross
domestic product growth of 4.4 percent,
a very positive sign of growth. This
year, the number has not been quite as
high, about 3.3 percent on average of
GDP growth. So we have gone through
the 15th quarter of positive economic
growth, a very, very good indicator of
what we can do as a Nation to help ad-
dress the needs of those who have been
victimized by this natural disaster.

One of the things that has happened
is we have seen many people from that
region obviously find job opportunities
in other parts of the Nation. I was in
my original hometown of Kansas City,
Missouri, just a few weeks ago, and I
met a man who said he had worked at
Brennan’s Restaurant in New Orleans,
and he is now working in a food service
capacity in Kansas City. Obviously,
economic growth in other parts of the
country played a role in creating op-
portunities for people who were sub-
jected to that horrible natural disaster.

So, Madam Speaker, one of the
things that we have got to do is make
sure that we continue to keep in place
our very positive, pro-growth, pro-
trade, pro-economic opportunity poli-
cies.

Now, what are those policies? Those
policies obviously consist of tax reduc-
tion. Tax reduction has stimulated the
economy and, in fact, as we all know,
generated a level of revenues to the
Federal Treasury that exceeded expec-
tations. In fact, it exceeded expecta-
tions to the point where we have now
received $94 billion in unanticipated
revenues to the Federal Treasury, re-
ducing the deficit projection from the
February projection by, as I said, $94
billion.

Madam Speaker, that is a very posi-
tive sign. It is not a Republican num-
ber that I am offering. That is a num-
ber that has come from the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office.
Again, it is tax cuts that have brought
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about this positive, positive economic
growth.

Unfortunately, many of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
during 2001, 2002, 2003, said if we cut
taxes we are going to send the U.S.
economy right into the dumpster and
we will send the deficit sky-high. Time
and time again, many of my friends
and I would appear on different pro-
grams, and that was what I heard, over
and over and over again: Any kind of
tax cut is going to exacerbate the def-
icit and ruin the U.S. economy. Madam
Speaker, we have found the exact oppo-
site to be the case.

Similarly, as we look at the trade
issue, 94 percent of the world’s con-
sumers are outside of our U.S. borders.
We need to do everything that we can
to continue to open up new markets for
U.S. goods and services.

We have put into place positive trade
and growth policies, and those policies
are, I am very happy to say, helping
the United States of America and cre-
ating opportunity for even those vic-
tims of the tragedies on the gulf coast.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear thereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCcCOTTER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
THE DEFICIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise at a perfect opportunity to
talk about the deficit.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER), my colleague, would have the
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American public believe that we are in
great shape. What he did not tell us
was that the deficit currently is $8 tril-
lion; that 20 percent of that deficit is
owned by Japan, China and other for-
eign countries; that 40 percent of that
deficit, in fact, is a trade-off between
our various agencies in the Federal
Government; and that our children and
our grandchildren are going to be pay-
ing on that deficit. He then wants us to
believe that, as a result of the tax cuts,
the economy’s in great shape, but give
me a break. Stop trying to fool the
American public.

The reality is, as a result of those tax
cuts, this $8 trillion deficit currently
exists, and as we continue to throw
money after money over to Iraq and re-
build Iraq, give them education, give
them health care, rebuild their infra-
structure, we are failing to even want
to spend time to rebuild the infrastruc-
ture of New Orleans, Mississippi and
Alabama, and in fact, have not even
contemplated how we are going to pay
for the Katrina loss. But let me give
my colleagues some other news.

It is, in fact, true that the Repub-
licans are proposing to offset the cost
of Katrina against people who can least
afford to lose dollars, and they are
going to use dollars that go to low-in-
come folks, Medicare, Medicaid. They
are going to use dollars that go to col-
lege education. They are going to use
dollars that go towards the HUD de-
partment that provides for housing,
and the list goes on.

So I do not know how he could stand
on the floor of this House and make
people of America think that we are
doing well. We are really not, and in
fact, the trade deficit continues to rise,
and people in America are still out of
work, while many of the companies are
going across the border or across the
seas and giving jobs to people in China
and other countries.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER) needs a wake-up call so we can
begin to tell the people of America the
truth.

ENERGY BILL VOTE

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, let me switch horses just for a mo-
ment and talk about what just hap-
pened on the floor of the House.

We just had a vote on the energy bill,
and my colleagues will recall that the
vote, when it began, was supposed to be
a b-minute vote. Ultimately, it ended
up probably being a 45-minute vote,
and again, the Republicans are twist-
ing arms of their colleagues to get
them to vote in support of a bill when,
in reality, they would not have done
that. In fact, there are many times on
the floor of the House when the vote
should have been called and it was not.

I am going to quote some of my col-
leagues specifically on this issue. The
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER), my colleague says, Once
again, on an issue of critical impor-
tance to the American people, the Re-
publican majority has chosen to tram-
ple the democratic process and manip-
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ulate the outcome of a vote on the
floor of the House of Representatives
after the vote was completed. This is
unethical subversion of our democracy,
and the Republican leadership has
brought shame on themselves in the
House of Representatives. Unquote.

One would think that this was the
first time that the Republican leader-
ship had made a decision to trample on
the rights of the people and to engage
in shameless conduct by twisting arms
on the floor of the House, but let me
give my colleagues some background
when this has happened previously.

On October 7, 2005, this is the bill we
are talking about right now, the Gaso-
line for America’s Security Act. The
vote began at 1:57 p.m., a b5-minute
vote. It was gaveled down at 2:43 p.m.,
some 46 minutes later.

On July 27 and 28, the legislative day
of July 27, on the CAFTA, the vote
started at 11:00 p.m. and went on till
1:20 a.m. Vote 442, it lasted 63 minutes.
It originally was supposed to be a 15-
minute vote.

In previous Congresses, on July 8,
2004, it was the Sanders amendment on
the PATRIOT Act to the fiscal year
2005 Commerce Justice State appro-
priations bill. That was a 38-minute
vote.

On March 30, 2004, on a motion to in-
struct conferees on PAYGO on the fis-
cal year 2005 budget resolution, it was
a 28-minute vote when it should have
been a 5-minute vote.

On November 22, 2003, the final pas-
sage of the conference report on H.R. 1,
the prescription drug bill, imagine this,
a 3-hour vote. During this time frame
bribes allegedly offered.

On final passage of H.R. 1, the pre-
scription drug bill, it was 50 minutes.

On March 20, 2003, final passage of
the budget resolution, it was 26 min-
utes long.

On July 12, 2001, the campaign fi-
nance bill, this was a timeout to deter-
mine what was to occur next on the
floor, 13 minutes.

On October 9, 1997, passage of fiscal
year 1998 D.C. appropriations bill, 33
minutes.

The longest votes prior to the Repub-
lican majority in the House, October 3,
1994, a timeout to accommodate
changes in the floor schedule was only
44 minutes.
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And the list goes on.

Madam Speaker, this is a specific ex-
ample of how the Republican leader-
ship has used the floor because they
are in the majority to push and shove
and make people vote the way they
want them to vote instead of the way
in which the Member had chosen to
vote previously. I call upon the Amer-
ican people to pay attention because as
time goes along, it will be revealed
what is happening on the floor of this
House.

Let me switch veins one more time.
Everybody has been talking about Hur-
ricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. Let
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