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I asked our Budget Committee chair-

man, JUDD GREGG, to put together fea-
sible and achievable savings rec-
ommendations. I also asked him to co-
ordinate his work with the House and 
the White House. 

We have also endorsed the concept of 
creating an independent inspector gen-
eral to make sure the Katrina and Rita 
disaster relief will be well spent. 

To further control costs, we have 
asked the President to send the Con-
gress a rescissions package under the 
Budget Act. This is the only guaran-
teed way to ensure both the House and 
Senate jointly take a stand on spend-
ing. This authority, last used in 1992, 
resulted in savings, then, of nearly $8 
billion. 

We are moving forward, and I urge all 
of our colleagues to continue to work 
together to impose aggressive fiscal 
discipline to restrain Government 
spending. 

In the next 5 weeks, we will also con-
sider the President’s nomination of 
Harriet Miers to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. I expect the Senate 
to carry out its constitutional advice 
and consent responsibility in an expe-
ditious, fair, and civil manner, as we 
did with Chief Justice John Roberts. 

Harriet Miers is an accomplished and 
experienced lawyer, who is respected 
by her peers and trusted by the Presi-
dent. In the weeks ahead, we will have 
the opportunity to learn more about 
her background and more about her 
qualifications. Through courtesy calls 
and hearings, we will have that oppor-
tunity to hear from Ms. Miers herself. 

I urge all of my colleagues to let her 
be heard and to resist a rush to judg-
ment. Such as with all judicial nomi-
nees, Harriet Miers deserves a fair up- 
or-down vote. 

In the meantime, we will continue to 
work for consent on pensions and De-
fense authorization. I urge my col-
leagues to work together to get these 
critical pieces of legislation done. 

Protecting our fellow citizens’ safety 
and well-being is our highest obliga-
tion. The American people expect and 
deserve a Senate that is purpose driven 
and that does get results. We are called 
upon to govern with meaningful solu-
tions. 

In this session, we have worked hard 
to address some daunting challenges: 
defeating our terrorist enemies, tack-
ling rising energy costs, and securing 
our borders from illegal immigration 
and terrorist threat. More remains to 
be done. We face a serious threat of 
avian flu, as well as taking a hard look 
at our spending priorities. 

These are just two examples. There 
will be many more. But I am confident 
that by pulling together with a sense of 
common purpose we can secure a 
stronger, safer, healthier, freer, and 
more prosperous America. I am con-
fident that with determination and 
focus we will continue to move Amer-
ica forward. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

PRIORITIES OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, similar to 
all Senators, with rare exception, I 
spent last week’s recess at home. I 
traveled Nevada meeting with my con-
stituents. I met with a wide range of 
people. I had many conversations. But 
all the conversations came back to the 
same issues, including rising energy 
prices. 

One of the last conversations I had 
was at my home in Searchlight, where 
some of our friends who live in Search-
light came to visit with us, Judy and 
Dick Hill. He works at a powerplant, 
the Mojave Generating Facility, about 
35 miles from Las Vegas. She is the as-
sistant postmistress of Searchlight. 
They have two boys. One of them is 
going to school. She is even taking 
some courses at a community college. 

They spend about $500 a month on 
gasoline. Maybe they should get vehi-
cles that do not use as much gas, and I 
am sure they are considering that, but 
it would not matter what kind of vehi-
cle they drove; they need lots of gaso-
line to be able to do what they have to 
do, such as going back and forth to 
work, taking the boy to school. 

People in Nevada are concerned 
about Iraq, as well they should be. I 
certainly applaud the people of Iraq. A 
little more than half of them turned 
out to vote. That is courageous. They 
are proud people, and I am glad they 
have shown their strength by turning 
out to vote. And it appears the con-
stitution is going to pass. We will know 
in a few days. 

We lost five soldiers yesterday in 
Iraq. We are very quickly approaching 
2,000. We have not quite arrived at that 
number yet, but we are 10 or 12 short of 
that number. 

The costs are ongoing. The war seems 
to be intractable. Surprisingly, the ad-
ministration is still claiming, as Sec-
retary Rice did over the weekend on a 
Sunday talk show, that the war is a re-
sult of 9/11. The American people do 
not accept that because it is simply 
not true. 

Of course, constituents were con-
cerned about Katrina and, of course, 
whether we are ready for another dis-
aster such as the avian flu. I am sure 
this is not unique. I am sure other Sen-
ators had the same experiences I did 
these past 10 days. Americans from all 
walks of life are focused on these im-
portant issues, and they are looking to 
us for help. As the Democratic leader, 
I felt comfortable assuring my con-
stituents that my Democratic col-
leagues are doing everything we can to 
meet these three areas about which 
they spoke. 

On Iraq, we continue to press the 
President to answer key questions 

about how he is going to change course 
and achieve military and political suc-
cess and to get an accounting of how 
the money has been spent. 

On energy, we believe we must re-
main committed—and we will remain 
committed—to energy independence by 
the year 2020. And we have pushed to 
help families fill their tanks and heat 
their homes. 

With Katrina, we have continued to 
fight to make sure the needs of dis-
placed families are placed at the top of 
the Senate’s agenda. 

And with the avian flu, we have 
taken the lead in offering solutions to 
help prepare America and Americans 
for the next possible disaster. 

You see, Democrats understand these 
issues are the priorities of the Amer-
ican people. That is why they are prior-
ities for us. 

Mr. President, a couple of comments 
regarding the statement of my friend, 
the Republican leader. I do not know of 
anyone who is calling for higher taxes, 
as he suggests. But I know there are 
people calling for doing away with the 
budget resolution and reconciliation 
that calls for $70 billion more in tax 
cuts—$70 billion more in tax cuts—that 
go to the elite of the country. 

On top of that, I would suggest that 
we need to, in effect, get rid of the rec-
onciliation. 

The resolution that will be executed 
by the reconciliation process now be-
fore the Congress, that was called by 
all leaders of Protestant Churches the 
night we voted on it immoral, is even 
more so now, the resolution before us, 
not counting what the House says they 
are going to do. They are going to cut 
more, Medicaid by $10 billion, cut Med-
icaid more, cut medical care to the 
poorest of the poor in America. They 
want to increase it by another $5 or $10 
billion. That is unconscionable. 

My distinguished friend, the majority 
leader, said the high energy costs are a 
result of the storm of Katrina. That is 
simply without fact. Prior to Katrina, 
oil prices were at $70 a barrel. This is a 
problem that has been going on for a 
while. We Democrats are concerned 
about the priorities of the American 
people. I suggest that those issues 
about which my friend spoke are not 
priorities, certainly not to the people 
of Nevada. We are focused on address-
ing America’s pressing needs. Repub-
licans are acting as though nothing is 
wrong, that the storm caused the prob-
lems. 

Take energy. The price of gas con-
tinues to hover around $3. I already 
told you about Dick and Judy Hill in 
Searchlight. Millions of other people 
are in the same boat as Dick and Judy. 
The administration’s own Energy De-
partment predicts families will pay 
hundreds more to heat their homes this 
winter. 

I met with Governor Doyle of Wis-
consin today. He said in Wisconsin to 
heat your home will cost $300 a month 
more. Despite these facts, Republicans 
have refused to help families at the 
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