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(1) IN GENERAL.—To address unanticipated 

increases in utility rates, there are appro-
priated $498,000,000, to be available to resi-
dents receiving tenant-based rental assist-
ance under section 8 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f). 

(2) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Public housing 
agencies administering tenant-based rental 
assistance under section 8 shall be entitled 
to additional funds made available under 
paragraph (1) to provide for utility allowance 
increases for section 8 participants upon sub-
mission of proof to the Secretary of such 
utility allowance cost increases. 

(3) PAYMENT STANDARD.—The payment 
standard limitation under section 8(o)(1) of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437f(o)(1)) may be exceeded without 
prior approval by the Secretary in instances 
where an increase in the utility allowance of 
a resident under paragraph (1) causes the as-
sistance needs of that resident to rise above 
such limit. 

(c) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION.—The 
amounts appropriated under subsections (a) 
and (b) are designated as an emergency re-
quirement under section 402 of H. Con. Res. 
95 (109th Congress). 

SA 2192. Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself 
and Mr. AKAKA) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3058, making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, Treasury, and Housing and 
Urban Development, the Judiciary, 
District of Columbia, and independent 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 290, between lines 14 and 15, insert 
the following: 

SEC. lllll. Of the funds made available 
by this Act to the Internal Revenue Service, 
not less than $10,000,000 shall be available for 
grants to provide matching funds for the de-
velopment, expansion, or continuation of 
not-for-profit and volunteer tax return prep-
aration clinics serving low-income taxpayers 
under a program similar to the low-income 
taxpayer clinics program under section 7526 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on October 20, 2005, 
at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Im-
plementation of the Exon-Florio 
Amendment and the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United 
States.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, October 20, 2005, at 10 a.m., on Do-
mestic Passenger and Freight Rail 
Safety. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, October 20, 2005, at 2 p.m., on 
pending Committee business. Senate 
Commerce Committee Chairman Ted 
Stevens, R-Alaska, and Co-Chairman 
Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, have resched-
uled this week’s Full Committee mark- 
up for Thursday, October 20, 2005 at 2 
p.m., previously scheduled for Wednes-
day, October 19, 2005, at 2:30 p.m. The 
mark-up is open to the public. A loca-
tion for this mark-up will be an-
nounced when available. Following is 
the agenda, not necessarily in order of 
consideration: S. ll , The DTV bill; S. 
1753, The Warning, Alert, and Response 
Network Act; S. 967, The Truth in 
Broadcasting Act of 2005; and S. 1063, 
The IP—Enabled Voice Communica-
tions and Public Safety Act of 2005. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, October 20 at 
2:30 p.m. The purpose of this hearing is 
to receive testimony on S. 1016, to di-
rect the Secretary of Energy to make 
incentive payments to the owners or 
operators of qualified desalination fa-
cilities to partially offset the cost of 
electrical energy required to operate 
the facilities, and for other purposes; 
and S. 1860, to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to improve energy pro-
duction and reduce energy demand 
through improved use of reclaimed wa-
ters, and for other purposes. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, October 20, 2005, at 9:30 
a.m. to hold a hearing on Nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to hold a hearing 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, October 20, 2005 at 2 p.m. in 
SD–430. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, October 20, 2005, at 9:30 a.m. for a 
hearing titled, ‘‘Hurricane Katrina in 
New Orleans: A Flooded City, a Chaotic 
Response.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet to 
conduct a markup on Thursday, Octo-
ber 20, 2005, at 9:30 a.m. in Senate Dirk-
sen Office Building Room 226. 

Agenda 

I. Nominations 

Susan Neilson to be U.S. Circuit 
Judge for the Sixth Circuit; 

John Richard Smoak to be U.S. Dis-
trict Judge for the Northern District of 
Florida; 

Brian Edward Sandoval to be U.S. 
District Judge for the District of Ne-
vada. 

Harry Sandlin Mattice, Jr. to be U.S. 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Tennessee; 

Margaret Mary Sweeney to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of 
Federal Claims; 

Thomas Craig Wheeler to be a Judge 
of the United States Court of Federal 
Claims; 

Wan Kim to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, Civil Rights Division; 

Steven G. Bradbury to be an Assist-
ant Attorney General for the Office of 
Legal Counsel; 

Sue Ellen Wooldridge to be an Assist-
ant Attorney General, Environment 
and Natural Resources Division; and 

Thomas O. Barnett to be an Assistant 
Attorney General, Antitrust Division. 

II. Bills 

S. 1088, Streamlined Procedures Act 
of 2005, Kyl, Cornyn, Grassley, Hatch; 

S. 1789, Personal Data Privacy and 
Security Act of 2005, Specter, Leahy, 
Feinstein, Feingold; 

S. 751, Notification of Risk to Per-
sonal Data Act, Feinstein, Kyl; 

S. 1326, Notification of Risk to Per-
sonal Data Act, Sessions; 

S. 1086, A Bill to Improve the Na-
tional Program to Register and Mon-
itor Individuals Who Commit Crimes 
Against Children or Sex Offenses, 
Hatch, Biden, Schumer; 

S. 956, Jetseta Gage Prevention and 
Deterrence of Crimes Against Children 
Act of 2005, Grassley, Kyl, Cornyn; 

S. 1699, Stop Counterfeiting in Manu-
factured Goods Act, Specter, Leahy, 
Hatch, DeWine, Cornyn, Brownback, 
Feingold; 

S. 1095, Protecting American Goods 
and Services Act of 2005, Cornyn, 
Leahy; 

H.R. 683, Trademark Dilution Revi-
sion Act of 2005, Smith—TX; 

S. 443, Antitrust Criminal Investiga-
tive Improvements Act of 2005, DeWine, 
Kohl, Leahy; 

S. 1787, Relief to Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina and Other Natural Disas-
ters Act of 2005, Vitter, Grassley, 
Cornyn, DeWine; 

S. 1647, Hurricane Katrina Bank-
ruptcy Relief and Community Protec-
tion Act of 2005, Feingold, Leahy, Dur-
bin, Kennedy, Feinstein; and 

S. , Budget Reconciliation [Chair-
man’s Mark]. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, October 20, 2005, for a com-
mittee hearing titled ‘‘IT Management 
by the VA: Is it Ready for the 21st Cen-
tury?’’ 

The hearing will take place in room 
418 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on October 20, 2005 at 2:30 p.m. to hold 
a closed briefing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NEAR EASTERN AND SOUTH 
ASIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Near Eastern and South Asian Af-
fairs be authorized to meeting during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
October 20, 2005, at 2:30 p.m. to hold a 
hearing on U.S. Foreign Policy, Petro-
leum, and the Middle East. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION, CIVIL 
RIGHTS AND PROPERTY RIGHTS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on the Constitution, Civil Rights and 
Property Rights be authorized to meet 
to conduct a hearing on ‘‘An Examina-
tion of the Constitutional Amendment 
on Marriage’’ on Thursday, October 20, 
2005 at 2 p.m. in SD226. 

Witness List: 

Panel I: Scott FitzGibbon, Professor 
of Law, Boston College, Boston, MA; 
Christopher E. Harris, M.D., Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics, Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine, Nash-
ville, TN; Louis Michael Seidman, 
John Carroll Research Professor of 
Law, Georgetown University Law Cen-
ter, Washington, DC; Richard Wilkins, 
Professor of Law, Brigham Young Uni-
versity, Provo, UT; Christopher Wolfe, 
Professor of Political Science, Mar-
quette University, Milwaukee, WI. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES—S. 
3058 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair appoints Mr. BOND, Mr. SHELBY, 
Mr. SPECTER, Mr. BENNETT, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. DOMEN-
ICI, Mr. BURNS, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BYRD, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. REID of Nevada, Mr. KOHL, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. LEAHY, 

Mr. HARKIN, Ms. LANDRIEU, and Mr. 
INOUYE. 

Mr. FRIST. For the purposes of the 
Transportation, Treasury appropria-
tions, I ask consent that the following 
Members be considered as conferees for 
Division A of the bill: Mr. BOND, Mr. 
SHELBY, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. BENNETT, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. DOMEN-
ICI, Mr. BURNS, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. BYRD, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. 
REID, Mr. KOHL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, and Mr. 
INOUYE. 

I further ask consent that the fol-
lowing members be considered as con-
ferees for Division B of the bill: Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. ALLARD, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. INOUYE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 1904, H.R. 554 

Mr. FRIST. I understand there are 
two bills at the desk and I ask for their 
first reading, en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1904) to provide elementary and 

secondary education assistance to students 
in schools impacted by Hurricane Katrina. 

A bill (H.R. 554) to prevent legislative and 
regulatory functions from being usurped by 
civil liability actions brought or continued 
against food manufacturers, marketers, dis-
tributors, advertisers, sellers, and trade as-
sociations for claims of injury relating to a 
person’s weight gain, obesity, or any health 
condition associated with weight gain or 
obesity. 

Mr. FRIST. I now ask for a second 
reading in order to place the bills on 
the calendar, and under the provisions 
of rule XIV, I object to my own request 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bills 
will be read a second time on the next 
legislative day. 

RELIEF FOR DISPLACED STUDENTS 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I join my 
colleagues in the introduction of a bill 
to continue our efforts to provide relief 
for the school children whose lives 
have been uprooted by Hurricane 
Katrina and for the all of the schools 
that were affected by the storm—those 
along the gulf coast and those who 
have generously taken in displaced stu-
dents across the country. 

I would first like to thank my col-
leagues, Senator ALEXANDER, Senator 
KENNEDY, and Senator DODD, who have 
joined me today to explain our intent 
in crafting this legislation. 

I am pleased that we were able to 
work together to develop and introduce 
this bipartisan compromise. The bill 
provides relief for displaced students in 
a time of crisis, without opening polit-
ical or ideological battles. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Will the distin-
guished Senator yield? 

Mr. ENZI. Of course. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I com-
mend our Chairman, Senator ENZI, for 
his leadership throughout this process. 
The hearings and meetings he convened 
to enable us to hear directly from the 
persons most affected by the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Katrina have been in-
valuable to the development of this bi-
partisan legislation. 

I also commend Senator ALEXANDER 
and Senator DODD for their leadership 
in working with us to draft this one- 
time, temporary impact aid for dis-
placed students attending public and 
nonpublic schools. We all agree that all 
displaced students deserve help in con-
tinuing their education, and we all 
agree on the extraordinary cir-
cumstances and unprecedented scope of 
this disaster. 

The aid provided by this bill flows 
through the public school system to 
ensure greater accountability for the 
money. It enables these schools to 
make payments to accounts set up for 
displaced students in nonpublic 
schools, as well, which can then use 
those funds to provide services to the 
displaced students enrolled in their 
schools. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Wi11 the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Certainly. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

would also like to thank my colleagues 
for working together to craft this tem-
porary emergency program to provide 
one-time assistance to all displaced 
school children in public and nonpublic 
schools. I am also pleased that we were 
able to develop this legislation in a 
way that provides financial assistance 
for all displaced school children with-
out getting into ideological battles. 

Mr. DODD. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Of course. 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I cannot 

underscore enough what my colleagues 
have already stated—that this is a one- 
time, emergency aid program. All of 
the authors of the bill have agreed that 
next school year, in terms of assistance 
to nonpublic schools, we will go back 
to the way things are done today. We 
are reaching out to all of the students 
affected by Katrina here, no matter 
what type of school they attend, be-
cause it makes sense under these ex-
traordinary conditions, because it gets 
kids back on their feet as quickly as 
possible. In no way is this bill meant to 
undermine or amend current law or set 
any type of precedent for future legis-
lation. 

Mr. ENZI. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. DODD. Of course. 
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I would just 

like to echo the sentiments of the sen-
ior Senator from Connecticut. We have 
all agreed and have explicitly stated in 
the bill, that the level and type of as-
sistance we are providing to both pub-
lic and nonpublic schools is being au-
thorized solely because of the unprece-
dented nature of the crisis, the massive 
dislocation of students, and the short 
duration of the assistance. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Will the Senator 
yield? 
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