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We are sad to see her go, but Sarah is
moving on to the next prestigious phase of her
career at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in
Houston, TX where she will pursue post-doc-
toral work.

In a recent AAAS column detailing her
Washington, DC experience Sarah wrote,
“Scientists have a vital role to play in creating
sound science policy and | am thrilled to be a
part of that process.” Mr. Speaker, Sarah’s
input as both a scientist and a scholar have
been invaluable to our Committee this past
year. | thank her for her dedicated service and
wish her the very best in what promises to be
an exciting career.

HONORING SPECIALIST DANIEL
BARTELS

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, | am sad-
dened to report the passing of Specialist Dan-
iel Bartels. He was killed, while serving in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.

The lives of countless people were enor-
mously enhanced by Daniel's goodwill and
service. He inspired all those who knew him.
Our nation is a far better place because of his
life. All Americans owe Daniel, and the other
soldiers who have made the ultimate sacrifice
in defense of freedom, a tremendous debt of
gratitude for their service.

Every member of the House of Representa-
tives has taken a solemn oath to defend the
Constitution against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. While we certainly understand the
gravity of the issues facing this legislative
body, Specialist Daniel Bartels lived that com-
mitment to our country. Today, we remember
and honor his noble service to the United
States and the ultimate sacrifice he has paid
with his life to defend our freedoms and foster
liberty for others.

Mr. Speaker, | express my sympathies to
the family and friends of Specialist Daniel
Bartels. | believe the best way to honor him is
to emulate his commitment to our country. |
know he will always be missed, but his service
to our Nation will never be forgotten.

———

PROTECTION OF LAWFUL
COMMERCE IN ARMS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
opposition to S. 397, the “Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act.”

This bill denies for all Americans the right to
bring civil suits against gun manufacturers and
dealers for negligence or gross negligence in
all but a very limited number of cases.

As an example of what this means, say a
gun store owner left his shop unlocked and
unattended, even just briefly, with guns avail-
able for anyone to take. If someone took one
of these guns and used it to injure or Kill, the
victim would have no recourse.
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Imagine if | changed my example to one in-
volving a store selling other lethal items, like
chemicals. Would people not want to see
owner pay for the victim’s injuries? Of course.

In fact, the victim in my second example
would be able to sue. That's because the im-
munity S. 397 grants is unique—no other
group has such broad and sweeping legal pro-
tections, What makes this industry so entitled
but others not so?

And, the lawsuits blocked by this bill have in
the past, and would in the future, force the in-
dustry to change its behavior and protect our
safety (such as in the case of the DC sniper).

Don’t take my word for it. Mr. Robert Ricker,
a former gun industry lobbyist for almost twen-
ty years, in a sworn statement said the fol-
lowing: “Leaders in the industry have long
known that greater industry action to prevent
illegal transactions is possible and would curb
the supply of firearms to the illegal market.
However, until faced with a serious threat of
civil liability for past conduct, leaders in the in-
dustry have consistently resisted taking con-
structive voluntary action to prevent firearms
from ending up in the illegal gun market. . . .”

| know its not a popular viewpoint today, but
| believe in our American judicial system. | be-
lieve that generally cases without merit are
dismissed, cases with merit are properly adju-
dicated, and sometimes parties will settle for
their mutual benefit. As such, Congress need
not step in and make decisions on liability, as
in this case, for judges, juries, and states
across the nation. Let’s let our system work as
intended.

| urge my colleagues to reject this unneces-
sary and unwise piece of legislation.

CONGRATULATING MAYOR GER-
ALD ALSIP ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to offer
congratulations to Mayor Gerald Alsip on his
retirement from the City of Roseville, Michi-

an.

9 Mayor Alsip’s exceptional career in public
service spans 28 years. He has served the
City of Roseville as a city council person for
16 years and Mayor for 12 years. Mayor
Alsip’s tenure has seen fiscal stability at the
city and numerous local projects which have
brought vitality and a sense of pride to the
community. The new Recreation Center, ren-
ovations of the Library/City Hall and Police/
Court complex, the opening of the Senior Cen-
ter, and a variety of new businesses along the
Gratiot corridor are highlights of an estab-
lished community moving forward to serve its
residents.

Mayor Alsip’s record of accomplishment
demonstrates his leadership abilities and his
dedication to the City of Roseville and its resi-
dents. Jerry Alsip attended and graduated
from Roseville Community Schools. He and
his wife, Sharon are parents of 3 daughters,
Sandra, Shannon and Amanda and proud
grandparents of Hunter and Payton with a
third grandchild due in November. Jerry Alsip
has also been employed for 33 years at the
Macomb County Circuit Court-Juvenile Divi-
sion, currently serving as the Juvenile Division
Administrator.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding Mayor Jerry Alsip for his years
of effective service to the City of Roseville and
for his tireless commitment to the well-being of
its citizens. With our Congressional offices
now located in Roseville, | have enjoyed the
opportunity to work with Mayor Alsip and | ex-
tend my heartiest congratulations and warmest
wishes as he starts this new chapter in his life.

——————

CONGRATULATING WILLIAM RAN-
DOLPH COOK AND PATRICIA
COLETTE GREEN ON THEIR UP-
COMING NUPTIALS

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
congratulate and pay tribute to two people
who are bound by their love for each other
and by their service to God and our commu-
nity. It is one of these ties that | want to recog-
nize today, for William Randolph Cook and
Patricia Colette Green are getting married on
Saturday, October 29, 2005 at Mount Hernon
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Miami
Gardens, Florida.

They both served their country with distinc-
tion and honor in the U.S. Army. Patricia
joined the U.S. Army in 1991 and served until
1994, receiving several commendations for
service. Patricia is now a middle school teach-
er at Bob Graham Education Center. William
served in the U.S. Army for four years. William
now works for the Dade County Police Depart-
ment in the PST Division and has received
several unit citations from the Dade County
Police Department.

They are both native Floridians who re-
turned to the State after their military service
and decided to serve the residents of Florida
by helping to eradicate drugs from the neigh-
borhood and teaching youth in urban North
Miami.

| think the quote from Emily Bronte that they
plan to use in their wedding program speaks
to their commitment to each other, “whatever
our souls are made of, his and mine are the
same.”

Each is a valuable contributing member of
the South Florida family, and together they
have truly emerged as leaders helping to fos-
ter the empowerment of a people and an over-
all better quality of life in our community. Our
prayers and good wishes go with them for a
long and happy life together.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ROSA
PARKS

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today
America celebrates the life of Rosa Parks.
Fifty years ago a brave lady said “no,” she
would not go to the back of the bus and she
helped end a sad chapter in American history.
When Rosa Parks refused to move she stood
tall for what America is about—for the dignity
of every person and for human rights. Rosa
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