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Parks helped make us a better country. Rosa
Parks made us all proud.

———

HONORING DRS. ORA AND MARK
PESCOVITZ

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. BURTON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
tonight to pay tribute to two outstanding Hoo-
siers, Drs. Ora and Mark Pescovitz who were
recently recognized at the Indiana-Israel Din-
ner of State held in Indianapolis on September
18, 2005—sponsored by the State of Israel
Bonds/Development  Corporation—for  their
years of dedicated service to the people of In-
diana and to the State of Israel.

Since 1951, the State of Israel Bonds/Devel-
opment Corporation for Israel has issued se-
curities in the name of the government of
Israel for the development of every aspect of
Israel's economy, including agriculture, com-
merce and industry. Israel Bonds has secured
close to more than $26 billion in investment
capital, and throughout its history, Israel has
maintained a perfect record on the payment of
principal and interest on the securities it has
issued. From humble beginnings, Israel Bond
has gone from a fledgling idea, to a powerful
legacy of achievement; in the process becom-
ing the financial bedrock upon which the mod-
ern State of Israel was built.

This simple concept of investment in people
and communities is also the bedrock upon
which Drs. Ora and Mark Pescovitz have built
their lives. Dr. Ora Pescovitz serves as an Ex-
ecutive Dean for Research at Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine as well as CEO and
President of Riley Hospital for Children—the
only comprehensive children’s hospital in the
state of Indiana, where thousands of patients
and families travel to every year to seek diag-
nosis and treatment from one of Riley’s many
specialists. As if that weren’t enough she has
served on numerous committees of Endocrine
Society and was chair of the 2002 Annual
Meeting Steering Committee, she has served
as President of the Society for Pediatric Re-
search—the nation’s largest pediatric research
organization—been on six journal editorial
boards, and is currently serving as the Presi-
dent of the Lawson Wilkins Pediatric Endo-
crine Society, chair of the March of Dimes
Grants Review Committee, and a member of
the Ad-Hoc Group for Medical Research Fund-
ing.

Dr. Ora has even found time to publish
more than 170 manuscripts and books, includ-
ing a recently published renowned textbook on
Pediatric Endocrinology, and her awards and
accolades are many including, a Research
Career Development Award from the National
Institutes of Health, Indiana University School
of Medicine’s highest Teaching Award, and
the Distinguished Alumni Award from
Northwestern’s Feinberg School of Medicine.

Dr. Mark Pescovitz’s contributions are just
as impressive. He is currently serving as Vice
Chair for Research in the Department of Sur-
gery at Indiana University, and since 1988, he
has been a member of the Division of Trans-
plant Surgery. Dr. Mark is also actively in-
volved in the transplant community in the U.S.
and around the world, serving on many na-
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tional and international committees—most re-
cently the Executive Council of the United Net-
work of Organ Sharing, the umbrella organiza-
tion that regulates transplant organs—and lec-
turing on the subject worldwide.

Dr. Mark is as prolific a researcher and writ-
er as his wife, publishing over 200 articles in
scientific journals and serving on the editorial
boards of the three primary transplant jour-
nals. His primary research interests are new
drugs to prevent transplant rejection and viral
infections, but more recently he has combined
his knowledge of immunology with that of dia-
betes and is directing a world-wide study de-
signed to treat patients recently diagnosed
with type-1 diabetes with the ultimate goal of
eliminating their need for insulin. Dr. Mark
Pescovitz is also famous for being the first
doctor to perform a pancreas transplant for di-
abetes in Indiana—shortly after his arrival at
Indiana University—essentially single-handedly
creating the pancreas transplant program in
the Department of Surgery at Indiana Univer-
sity.

)(/)ver the vyears, Drs. Ora and Mark
Pescovitz have also spent time nurturing their
Indiana and Jewish roots, opening their home
to host numerous events for the Jewish com-
munity including for the Maimonides Associa-
tion, Beth-El Zedeck, the Hasten Hebrew
Academy, NCJW, the Borns Center for Jewish
Studies at Indiana University, Israel Bonds
and the Jewish Federation. Dr. Mark is also a
member of the board of the Jewish Federation
and Jewish Community Relations Council, as
well as a member of the boards of the Indian-
apolis Opera, the International Violin Competi-
tion of Indianapolis, and the Herron School of
Art.

Mr. Speaker, individually and together, the
Pescovitzes’ contributions to the United
States, to the people of Indiana, and Indiana
Jewish Community, and to the State of Israel
represent the highest tradition of selfless pub-
lic service, civic stewardship and commitment
to others. Their praiseworthy efforts were rec-
ognized at the Northwest Indiana-Israel Dinner
of State, and | ask my colleagues to join me
now to commend and congratulate Drs. Ora
and Mark Pescovitz for their outstanding
achievements, and their lives of service.
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Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, yesterday we lost
one of the truly great figures in American his-
tory, Rosa Parks. | rise to honor the life of the
Civil Rights icon known for her strong and
quite courage. Ms. Parks was a seamstress at
the Montgomery Fair department store in
Montgomery, Alabama. It was her refusal to
surrender a bus seat to a white man that
launched the modern civil rights movement 50
years ago and inspired generations of activ-
ists.

During the 1950’s, this nation was at a turn-
ing point in the area of race relations. Looking
back, the Civil Rights movement had been
building up, but a special moment, a spark,
was needed to wake the national conscious.
Rosa Parks stand provided that spark, and
later became known as the “mother of the civil
rights movement”.
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The arrest of Rosa Parks inspired a young
Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. to organize
the famous Montgomery bus boycott. The 381
day Montgomery Bus Boycott, became one of
the largest and most successful challenges of
segregation, which drew more attention to-
wards the civil rights movement.

Ms. Parks dedicated her life towards achiev-
ing equality and freedom for all, serving as
secretary of the NAACP and later the Adviser
to the NAACP Youth Council, helping African
Americans pass special tests which would
allow them to register to vote. Mrs. Parks con-
tinued on her journey for racial equality when
she tried to register to vote on several unsuc-
cessful attempts.

Over the years, Rosa Parks dedicated her
time to educating her fellow Americans on the
history of the civil rights struggle. In 1987, with
the help of Elaine Eason Steele, Parks found-
ed the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for
Self-Improvement, a youth assistance organi-
zation in Detroit. The program takes young
people on an educational tour that visits sites
of importance in the civil rights movement.

Because of the dedication Rosa Parks
showed in the struggle for racial equality, her
work has been recognized in receiving innu-
merable honors, including the Martin Luther
King Jr. Nonviolent Peace Prize Award, the
Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership Award, the
Eleanor Roosevelt Women of Courage Award,
Medal of Honor, the highest award that the
U.S. government bestows, and the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest
civilian award.

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks continued her
commitment to civil rights until her death. She
will always be known as a person who was
immensely concerned about equality, freedom,
prosperity justice for all and she will be dearly
missed.
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
mourn the recent passing of Rabbi Herman N.
Neuberger, the president of the Orthodox Ner
Israel Rabbinical College in Baltimore, Mary-
land. | have known Rabbi Neuberger for many
years and have counted on his friendship and
advice. The death of Rabbi Neuberger is a tre-
mendous loss for our entire community. Rabbi
Neuberger was one of the foremost leaders of
Orthodox Jewry in the United States, and was
internationally recognized for his accomplish-
ments.

Born in 1918 in Germany, Rabbi Neuberger
was the youngest of three children. In 1938 he
fled to the United States, on his own, as the
Nazi regime began its rise to power in Ger-
many. During World War Il he helped to erect
Ner Israel’'s first building on Garrison Boule-
vard in Baltimore.

Rabbi Neuberger affected the lives of many
Jews in Baltimore, but he also helped Jews
around the world escape from persecution. In
1976 he began bringing young Iranians back
to Ner Israel for scholarship, and he encour-
aged them to return to the Middle East. After
the 1979 Iranian revolution, Rabbi Neuberger
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