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send more troops. We owe our brave
fighting men and women so much
more. Washington made a mistake in
going to war. It is time for politicians
to admit that mistake and fix it before
any more lives are lost.

“In Vietnam, we didn’t have the les-
son of Vietnam to guide us,” says
David Halberstam, who won a Pulitzer
Prize for his coverage of that war. He
goes on to say, “In Iraq we did have
those lessons. The tragedy is that we
didn’t pay any attention to them.”

Mr. Speaker, we have now sacrificed
the lives of 2,000 members of our Armed
Forces in Iraq. Thousands of others are
wounded. Tens of thousands of civilians
from Iraq and elsewhere have died
since the U.S. entered Baghdad and os-
tensibly took control of the nation.

This week I am introducing a resolu-
tion to prohibit the use of taxpayer
funds to deploy United States Armed
Forces to Iraq. This bill, however, will
allow funds to be used for the safe and
orderly withdrawal of our troops. It
will allow us to support transitional se-
curity provided by other countries, in-
cluding international organizations
like NATO and the United Nations. The
bill will also allow for continued sup-
port for Iraqi security forces and inter-
national forces in Iraq, as well as fund-
ing for reconstruction efforts. This is
not a cut and run strategy. Rather, it
is a way to support efforts that I be-
lieve can be more helpful in creating a
more stable Iraq. But the bill makes
clear, no more U.S. boots on the
ground in Iraq. Ultimately, the future
of Iraq will depend on whether the var-
ious factions in the country genuinely
and truly want to live with each other.
No constitution or election can fully
determine that outcome.

This war has cost us dearly in terms
of human life and treasure. At a time
when we are shortchanging our vet-
erans here at home, our schools, health
care and even our homeland security,
it makes no sense to throw good money
after bad in this quagmire in Iraq.
Sometimes great nations misstep, as I
believe we have done in this case. It is
now time to ask the tough questions
and face the hard truths. It is time to
end this war.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 59
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PETRI) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:
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Glory be to You, O Lord, for all the
blessings of the earth and the protected
freedoms of this our country. As people
celebrate Octoberfest, Sukkot and har-
vest festivals, we are mindful of the
bounty so many of us share in this Na-
tion. Yet we will not forget those who
hunger not only for food but for shelter
and safety as well, here in our country,
but also around the world.

May our gratitude for Your many
gifts make us joyful but not selfish.
May our blessings make us gracious
and kind to those who are in most need
of our attention. Let largesse open our
hearts and not delay.

Enable Congress to help the Amer-
ican people use natural resources wise-
ly and maximize human resources for
the common good. To You be honor,
praise and thanksgiving now and for-
ever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 1409. An act to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to provide assistance for
orphans and other vulnerable children in de-
veloping countries, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1382. An act to require the Secretary of
the Interior to accept the conveyance of cer-
tain land, to be held in trust for the benefit
of the Puyallup Indian tribe.

S. 1905. An act to clarify Foreign Service
Grievance Board procedures.

———

ROSA PARKS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to say today we live in an age of he-
roes. Not so long ago it seemed like we
did not have heroes anymore, but
today heroes seem to be plentiful. Our
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan are
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risking their lives every day so that
people half a world away can live in
peace and democracy.

Our first responders on September 11
proved that hundreds of people can rise
up jointly in one great act of heroism.
Todd Beamer and the other heroes of
Flight 93 are soon to be featured in
films. Difficult times require heroes,
and America has always risen to the
challenge.

Today we are remembering another
difficult time, the era of Jim Crow and
racial bigotry, and we are remembering
that gentle and humble woman who
would not give up her seat on a bus in
Montgomery, Alabama; that one act of
courage sparked a boycott which led to
a movement which has changed the
lives of every American.

Rosa Parks was a real, genuine hero,
the kind of American our Nation has
always produced when tough times re-
quired it. Today I am sure she is hear-
ing the words, well done, good and
faithful servant.

——————

HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF
PATRICK NEAL

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Deputy Sheriff Pat-
rick Neal of the Cherokee County Sher-
iff’s Department. He was recently
named the Top Cop by the National As-
sociation of Police Organizations, and
yesterday I had a chance to meet this
hero. His exemplary actions took place
in August 2004 when he tracked a want-
ed felon to a suspect’s neighborhood
and found him standing by his truck.

The criminal took out a pistol and
opened fire on Deputy Sheriff Neal
from nearly point-blank range. In the
exchange, Deputy Sheriff Neal was shot
six times. The criminal was shot four
times, falling to the ground, causing
him to lose his weapon. However, he
tried to crawl and gain his gun again,
determined to kill Deputy Sheriff Neal.

Having been struck in the face and
nearly blacking out due to blood loss,
Deputy Sheriff Neal mustered every-
thing he had and fired one last time,
ending the confrontation for good.

Mr. Speaker, modern-day heroes are
very rare. Deputy Sheriff Neal is as
close as they come. His selflessness and
courage under fire epitomized what it
means to be a public servant hero. On
behalf of my constituents, I thank Dep-
uty Sheriff Neal for his dedicated serv-
ice to his community, our State and
our Nation.

———
PASSAGE OF TRAQ CONSTITUTION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, we continue to hear more
good news about Iraq’s steps to build a
civil society opposing terrorism.
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Today the Independent Electoral
Commission confirmed that the Iraqi
people voted by 78.9 percent to adopt
their landmark constitution. The turn-
out of 63 percent exceeded January’s
election turnout of 60 percent, and the
elections are being hailed as a shining
success. Terrorists attempted to in-
timidate voters, but they were unable
to stop 9.8 million Iraqi voters from ex-
ercising their freedom.

Additionally, Iraqi Security Forces
deserve enormous praise for their abil-
ity to provide excellent security at
polling centers and the barriers outside
these centers. Every day these forces
are playing a larger role in protecting
and securing their country, inspired by
our courageous troops.

The passage of Iraq’s constitution
marks yet another milestone for the
nation. Iraqi citizens continue to dem-
onstrate they are serious about estab-
lishing a democracy and committed to
the future of their nation. Their suc-
cess in building a civil society is a crit-
ical step in the global war on terrorism
and is helping to protect American
families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

PASSPORTS ARE A NATIONAL
SECURITY ISSUE

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, every day
thousands of packages travel through-
out the world. United Parcel Service
ships and tracks packages from places
far and wide, and these packages are
kept up with a simple bar code. These
packages are scanned at every stop
they make when they enter or leave a
building, or, when they are loaded on
to trucks, ships or planes, they are
scanned.

From when a package leaves its des-
tination, let us say in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, until its ends up here in its
final destination in Washington, DC, it
is scanned at least 10 times and
tracked with almost up-to-the-minute
data on where it has been and where it
is going.

Mr. Speaker, millions of people cross
our borders every day. We do not even
record who enters our Nation. A border
agent at a port of entry in south Texas
just looks into the vehicle and may or
may not examine papers, and waves the
passengers in. We must require the ma-
chine-readable bar code passports to
enter the United States. It will add no
measurable amount of time.

We take the time to record letters
and packages; now we must start re-
cording foreign citizens who enter the
United States. It is an issue of our na-
tional security.

SPENDING REDUCTIONS
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
Americans are writing us, sending us e-
mails, calling us, stopping us at the
grocery store and at the high school
football game on Friday night, and
they are telling us that they want to
see us reduce government spending.
They support us on the $35 billion in
reductions already part of the 2006
budget plan, and they support our ef-
fort to begin eliminating 98 programs
that have shown little, if any, results.

They appreciate the Speaker of this
House making fiscal responsibility a
part of his economic agenda, putting
that at the heart of our economic secu-
rity of this Nation. But our constitu-
ents do not appreciate that not one
Democrat in this House, not one, has
stood up to support our effort to get
that 2006 budget savings from $35 bil-
lion to $50 billion.

Americans do not appreciate that the
Democrats are refusing to call for
across-the-board cuts. They will not
even support a 1 percent reduction, not
even 1 percent, Mr. Speaker. If the lib-
erals in this House had their way, we
would be spending billions of dollars
more every year.

I hope the American people will
reach out and let them know that they
would like to see Federal spending re-
duced.

———
JOB LOSS IN OHIO

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the job loss in my State of Ohio con-
tinues, yet this Congress does nothing;
no manufacturing policy, no industrial
policy, bad trade policies, passing the
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment in the middle of the night, a tax
policy that benefits and gives incen-
tives for corporations to outsource
manufacturing jobs to China and New
Mexico and to Central America, into
other parts of the world, but does noth-
ing to assist small manufacturers.

Mr. Speaker, this country’s economic
leaders and political leaders are taking
this country in the wrong direction. It
is time we passed better trade policy.
It is time we passed a manufacturing
policy. It is time we assisted America’s
and Ohio’s small manufacturers, be-
cause they create the jobs and create
the middle class in this country.

——
ROSA PARKS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I would
just add to the gentleman from the
State of Ohio that the State of Texas
added 15,000 jobs last month.

Mr. Speaker, when she sat down, so-
ciety stood up and took notice. Rosa
Parks, the name is synonymous with
civil rights. Often referred to as the
Mother of Civil Rights, Ms. Parks, with
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one small act of defiance, refusing to
give up her bus seat, galvanized a gen-
eration of activists, including the
young Reverend Martin Luther King,
who then organized a 381-day boycott
of the Montgomery bus system. Finally
in November of 1956, the Supreme
Court ruled that segregation on public
transportation was unconstitutional.

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks was then a
42-year-old seamstress, an active mem-
ber of the National Organization for
the Advancement of Colored People,
and had worked as its adviser to its
youth council. But it was on a city bus
on December 1, 1955, when her seat was
demanded and when history was made.
When questioned why she did not va-
cate her seat that day, her answer was
simple. She said, ‘I felt I had a right to
be treated as any other passenger. We
had endured that kind of treatment for
too long.”

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks received
many awards throughout her lifetime,
including the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1996; and then in 1999, the
Congressional Gold Medal was awarded
to Ms. Parks. But Ms. Parks wanted
people to remember what was most im-
portant, to understand the govern-
ment, to understand their rights, and
the Constitution.

ROSA PARKS

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in tribute to Rosa Parks who
passed away yesterday.

A reporter called me last night and
wanted to know what did Rosa Parks’s
life mean to me. I remembered that I
was a young teenager, as a matter of
fact, the same age as Emmett Till,
growing up during that period, living
in the southern part of the country.

Things became so exciting for us as a
result of Rosa Parks and the whole
civil rights movement until we could
hardly sleep at night waiting to see
what was going to happen the next day.
So Rosa Parks sparked a movement
that shall forever live and can never
die. We still have a ways to go, but she
helped bring us to a real point. I salute
her.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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