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Those who have served and are cur-

rently serving our country are fighting 
for the basic rights that we enjoy here 
in our free Nation, here in this very 
room. From the American Revolution 
to the current war on terrorism, there 
are numerous untold stories of bravery 
and courage, and so many unsung he-
roes that live among us. 

The 38 veterans of Gagetown, Michi-
gan, have been involved in World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam and Iraq. The des-
ignation of this post office building 
would be a token of the town’s grati-
tude and respect for those who have an-
swered the call to serve their country. 

What these veterans have done for all 
of us here in America enjoying the 
freedoms that these soldiers have pro-
vided is truly immeasurable, which is 
why it is only right to honor these cou-
rageous soldiers. 

I urge all Members to come together 
and honor the efforts of the dedicated 
veterans in Gagetown, Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the author of this legislation, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE). 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill, H.R. 3368, to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 6483 Lincoln Street 
in Gagetown, Michigan, as the 
Gagetown Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice. 

It is an honor to recognize all of our 
Nation’s veterans in this visible man-
ner. Mr. Pablo Lopez brought this idea 
to my attention, and the village of 
Gagetown overwhelmingly passed a 
resolution in support of designating 
the post office to honor our veterans. I 
am also pleased that the entire Michi-
gan delegation has joined me as co-
sponsors of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe we owe all of 
our veterans a debt of gratitude for 
their service. In my years of public 
service, there are few people I have met 
who deserve the word ‘‘heroic’’ as do 
those who have served in our Armed 
Forces. We can honor that heroism 
here today to show the respect and 
gratitude due to those who have served 
in all of our forces. 

Mr. Speaker, when I was a school-
teacher in Flint, Michigan, I took a 
year off to travel around the world. I 
traveled through many countries and 
saw many wonderful sights and met 
many wonderful people, but the one 
sight that always gave me a feeling of 
security, integrity and decency was the 
American flag as I approached an 
American Embassy. That flag still flies 
proudly, because of the sacrifices made 
by our veterans. 

Today we are a Nation whose free-
dom has been guaranteed by our vet-
erans, all of our veterans, and each de-
serves our pledge of justice, equity and 
care. Throughout my years in public 
office, I have always supported vet-

erans programs because I know that 
each vote on veterans issues directly 
touches the lives of nearly one out of 
three Americans, the veteran them-
selves, and the fathers, the mothers, 
the sons, the daughters, the brothers 
and sisters whose sacrifice deserve our 
undying gratitude. 

My heart guides my hand on each 
vote I cast for veterans. Those votes 
are a demonstration of gratitude and a 
pledge of support. All of us need to 
honor the memory of those who paid so 
dearly with their lives. We need to 
think of the pain and loss felt by those 
left behind. 

Theodore Roosevelt wrote the fol-
lowing upon the death of his son Quen-
tin during World War I. He wrote, ‘‘He 
had his crowded hour, he died at the 
crest of his life, in the glory of the 
dawn.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, millions of Americans 
died at the crest of their lives because 
they believed in the absolute of Amer-
ica’s promise. We can properly honor 
the memory of our fallen by assuring 
our Nation lives up to its obligation to 
its veterans. 

If I could request my Government to 
do one thing, if I could ask my fellow 
citizens to do one thing, it would be to 
grant our veterans the care, respect 
and recognition that they so richly de-
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, 
please join me in supporting H.R. 3368, 
to honor all of our veterans. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As a member of the Committee on 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join with my colleagues in consider-
ation of H.R. 3368, the legislation nam-
ing a postal facility in honor of 
Gagetown veterans. This measure, 
which was sponsored by the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE), was intro-
duced on July 20, 2005, and unani-
mously reported by our committee on 
October 20, 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, veterans from the 
Gagetown community have fought val-
iantly in all conflicts. Veterans from 
the village of Gagetown have fought in 
World War II, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War and, most recently, in 
Iraq. 

I am pleased to note that the village 
council of Gagetown, Michigan, fully 
supports naming the Gagetown Post 
Office in honor and memory of 
Gagetown veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to honor the sac-
rifice of Gagetown veterans in this 
manner. And on behalf of my col-
leagues, let me say that we all sin-
cerely appreciate your heroic service 
to the Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
all Members to support the passage of 
H.R. 3368. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. 
SCHMIDT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3368. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
with amendment a bill of the House of 
the following title: 

H.R. 3058. An act making appropriations 
for the Departments of Transportation, 
Treasury, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, District of Columbia, 
and independent agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (H.R. 3058) ‘‘An Act making ap-
propriations for the Departments of 
Transportation, Treasury, and Housing 
and Urban Development, the Judiciary, 
District of Columbia, and independent 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses,’’ requests a conference with the 
House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and appoints Mr. 
BOND, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. 
BENNETT, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. DEWINE, 
Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
DOMENICI, Mr. BURNS, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BYRD, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mr. REID, Mr. KOHL, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
HARKIN, Ms. LANDRIEU, and Mr. INOUYE, 
to be conferees on the part of the Sen-
ate. 

f 

SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO PRO-
MOTE GREATER AWARENESS OF 
EFFECTIVE RUNAWAY YOUTH 
PREVENTION PROGRAMS 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 484) supporting efforts 
to promote greater awareness of effec-
tive runaway youth prevention pro-
grams and the need for safe and pro-
ductive alternatives, resources, and 
supports for homeless youth. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 484 

Whereas preventing young people from 
running away and supporting homeless 
youth and youth in other high-risk situa-
tions is a family, community, and national 
concern; 

Whereas the prevalence of runaway and 
homeless youth in the Nation is staggering, 
with studies suggesting that between 
1,600,000 and 2,800,000 young people live on 
the streets of the United States each year; 

Whereas running away from home is wide-
spread, with 1 out of every 7 children in the 
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United States running away before the age of 
18; 

Whereas youth that end up on the streets 
or in emergency shelters are often those who 
have been thrown out of their homes by their 
families; who have been physically, sexually, 
or emotionally abused at home; who have 
been discharged by State custodial systems 
without adequate transition plans; who have 
lost their parents through death or divorce; 
and who are too poor to secure their own 
basic needs; 

Whereas providers of services to runaway 
and homeless youth are experiencing in-
creased demand for services due to the dis-
placement of youth and families in the after-
math of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; 

Whereas the commemoration of National 
Runaway Prevention Month will encourage 
all sectors of society to develop community- 
based solutions to prevent runaway and 
homeless episodes among the Nation’s youth; 

Whereas effective programs that support 
runaway and homeless youth and assist 
young people in remaining at home succeed 
because of partnerships created among fami-
lies, community-based human service agen-
cies, law enforcement agencies, schools, 
faith-based organizations, and businesses; 

Whereas the future well-being of the Na-
tion is dependent on the value placed on 
young people and the opportunities provided 
for youth to acquire the knowledge, skills, 
and abilities necessary to develop into safe, 
healthy, and productive adults; 

Whereas Congress supports an array of 
community-based support services that ad-
dress the critical needs of runaway and 
homeless youth, including family strength-
ening, street outreach, emergency shelter, 
and transitional living programs; 

Whereas Congress supports programs that 
provide crisis intervention and referrals to 
reconnect runaway and homeless youth to 
their families and to link young people to 
local resources that provide positive alter-
natives to running away; and 

Whereas the purpose of National Runaway 
Prevention Month in November 2005 is to in-
crease public awareness of the life cir-
cumstances of youth in high-risk situations 
and the need for safe and productive alter-
natives, resources, and supports for youth, 
their families, and their communities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports efforts to promote greater 
public awareness of effective runaway youth 
prevention programs and the need for safe 
and productive alternatives, resources, and 
supports for homeless youth and youth in 
other high-risk situations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 484. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 

b 1515 
Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H. Res. 484, which seeks to promote 

greater public awareness of effective 
runaway youth prevention programs 
and the need for safe and productive al-
ternatives, resources, and support for 
youth in high-risk situations. I would 
like to thank the leadership for allow-
ing this resolution to come to the 
House floor as it highlights a very 
tragic and very important issue. 

Runaway and thrown-away episodes 
among our Nation’s youth are serious 
and widespread, with one of every 
seven children and youths in the 
United States running away or being 
turned out of the home before the age 
of 18. A recent study by the Federal Of-
fice of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention estimates that 
nearly 1.7 million youth experienced a 
runaway or thrown-away episode in a 
single year. The prevalence of runaway 
and homeless youth in the Nation is as-
tounding, with studies suggesting that 
between 1.6 million and 2.8 million 
young people live on the streets of the 
United States of America each year. 

The primary factors of running away 
or being thrown away are severe family 
conflict, abuse, neglect, and parental 
abuse of alcohol and of drugs. In the 
wake of massive loss of life and prop-
erty after the recent natural disasters, 
we can expect these numbers to rise. 
We must congratulate service providers 
for their response to the increased 
numbers of displaced youth as a result 
of these terrible tragedies. 

In the district I represent in southern 
Nevada, the statistics are similar. In 
2003, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Po-
lice Department reported 4,527 run-
aways. There were approximately 3,500 
children who required emergency shel-
ter; 1,800 of these children were placed 
in foster care. In addition to that, the 
Clark County School District esti-
mates 3,500 of our students were home-
less. 

These astonishing statistics high-
light the need for our support of those 
very important programs that seek to 
prevent these types of incidences. 
Many of the conditions that lead young 
people to leave or be turned out of 
their homes are preventable through 
interventions that strengthen family 
and support youth in high-risk situa-
tions. Successful interventions are 
grounded in partnerships among fami-
lies and community-based human serv-
ice agencies, law enforcement agencies, 
schools, faith-based organizations, and 
the business community. 

The National Network For Youth and 
the National Runaway Switchboard are 
collaborative since 2002 in cosponsoring 
National Runaway Prevention Month 
during the month of November. Na-
tional Runaway Prevention Month is a 
public education initiative aimed at in-
creasing the awareness of issues facing 
runaways, as well as making the public 
aware of role they play in preventing 
youth from running away. 

As a result of this collaboration, 
communities across the country have 
undertaken a range of activities to 
commemorate National Runaway Pre-

vention Month. Preventing young peo-
ple from running away and supporting 
youth in high-risk situations is a fam-
ily, community, and national concern. 
Please join us in encouraging all Amer-
icans to play a role in supporting the 
millions of young people who have run 
away, who are at risk of doing so each 
year. 

H. Res. 484 supports efforts to pro-
mote greater public awareness of effec-
tive runaway youth prevention pro-
grams and the need for safe and pro-
ductive alternatives, resources and 
supports for youth in high-risk situa-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 484, in recognition of Na-
tional Runaway Prevention Month. I 
would like to commend the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER) for bringing 
it to the floor. 

The prevalence of runaway and 
homeless youth in our Nation is stag-
gering, with studies suggesting that be-
tween 1.6 and 2.8 million young people 
live on the streets of the United States 
each year. Each year roughly 5,000 of 
these troubled young people die from 
assault, illness, and in some cases from 
suicide. In my home State of Texas, 
more than 100,000 young people ages 7 
through 17 run away from home each 
year. It is literally a matter of life and 
death that we raise awareness and do 
everything in our power to prevent 
runaways. 

In the aftermath of hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, the system of sup-
port for runaway and homeless youths 
is being stretched to the limit. This is 
especially true in Texas where many of 
the victims of these terrible storms 
have sought refuge. 

National Runaway Prevention Month 
is a time to encourage the development 
of community-based solutions to pre-
vent runaway and homeless episodes 
among our Nation’s youths. More im-
portantly, it is a time to draw atten-
tion to the need for resources to com-
bat this problem. 

During National Runaway Preven-
tion Month, the National Runaway 
Switchboard and the National Network 
For Youth seek to raise community 
member awareness of the widespread 
nature of runaway situations and the 
importance of strengthening families 
and engaging their involvement in cri-
sis intervention communities. 

In Texas, our hotline started in 1973 
as Operation Peace of Mind after the 
devastating discovery of 27 young men, 
many runaways, who were brutally 
murdered. Today, our hotline operates 
24 hours a day and provides critical 
services which include the following: 

Crisis intervention and counseling; 
information and referrals for callers 
seeking food, shelter and transpor-
tation home; confidential conference 
calls between youth and their families; 
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and, yes, it provides a message service 
to promote communication between 
runaways and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, runaways are the Na-
tion’s most vulnerable youth. We must 
be united in helping them find a safe, 
healthy, and productive place where 
they can fulfill their potential. I urge 
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms. 
MCCOLLUM). 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, today we will vote on a reso-
lution in support of preventive pro-
grams; yet this Congress continues to 
underfund the critical resources needed 
to address the problems faced by these 
vulnerable youth. 

Homelessness is merely a symptom of 
a bigger problem. For many youth, 
their home situation is violent and it is 
unhealthy. The Wilder Foundation, a 
nonprofit health and human service or-
ganization that has served the greater 
St. Paul area since 1906, understands 
this issue well. They tell us that chil-
dren who run away are three times 
more likely to have been physically 
abused, five times more likely to have 
been treated for drug and alcohol prob-
lems. These young adults need our 
help, they need our support, and they 
need the opportunity to know that 
they can get their lives back on track. 
And there are many in our community 
and across this country who are ready 
to serve homeless youths. 

In Minnesota there are groups such 
as the Ain Dah Yung Center, serving 
Native American youths; the Bridge 
For Runaway Youth, and they are 
working hard to provide critical serv-
ices. 

When I visited one of the homeless 
shelters for youth just recently, I 
found out that they had to cut their 
hours back, that they could not pro-
vide a safe haven for children to escape 
the cold during the day and to get 
counseling, to reunite them with their 
families when possible or to put them 
in a place where they would be safe. 
These children need our assistance. 
They need a partner at the Federal 
level, one that they can count on, not 
only for well-intentioned resolutions 
but the dollars needed to provide those 
resources, those safe havens, especially 
as winter sets in on these young adults 
in Minnesota. 

They need resources. They need beds. 
They need counselors. But most of all 
they need to know, our children need 
to know that Congress is prepared to 
vote for them and to approve not only 
this resolution but in the future the re-
sources needed in order for them to 
turn their lives around. 

Our children deserve our hope for a 
better future for them, and they de-
serve an opportunity to have that fu-
ture. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to my good friend and col-
league from the great State of Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS). 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to first of all thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for yielding me 
time. I also want to commend my col-
league from Nevada for bringing this 
important matter before us today. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise as a strong sup-
porter of H. Res. 484. Studies indicate 
that a staggering between 1.8 and 2.6 
million children live on the streets of 
our country each and every year. This 
legislation in a way honors the individ-
uals and organizations who work so 
hard to reach out to our young people 
that are in some of the most desperate 
of situations. 

As we can all imagine, the situation 
on the streets for these young people is 
desperate and incredibly rough. Half of 
the HIV cases in the United States are 
in the youth population. Homeless and 
runaway youth are two to 10 times 
higher than the nonhomeless teens who 
have HIV, and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention report that 94 
percent of homeless youth are sexually 
active. We, unfortunately, cannot 
make street life disappear or even 
reach a level of utopia; but we can en-
sure that there are services available 
to help with the daily lives of these 
young people, whether it is trying to 
find a bed, a warm meal, or some safe, 
genuine companionship. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion. In a large urban district like mine 
where there are thousands of impover-
ished young people living in less than 
desirable home situations, we know 
that they need help. And I commend 
some of the many organizations like 
the Night Ministry, Tabitha House, 
Hope House, the House of Daniel, 
Clare’s House, Mother’s House, and all 
of the other programs that are de-
signed to assist young people as they 
go through this stage of their lives. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 484, a resolution introduced by 
our colleague from Nevada, Mr. PORTER, to 
recognize the value of runaway youth preven-
tion programs and the needs of homeless and 
at-risk youth. Our consideration of this resolu-
tion today is timely given that October is rec-
ognized as National Runaway Prevention 
Month. 

In my district, we have benefited greatly 
from the development and implementation of 
several runaway youth prevention programs. 
These programs have proven their effective-
ness with increasing support from various 
members of our community. They have been 
built with support from families, parents, teach-
ers, social workers, counselors, ministers, and 
other civic-minded citizens in our community. 
They have also been supplemented with im-
portant grant assistance from both the local 
and federal government. Their effectiveness is 
worth promoting and increasing awareness of 
the needs of our homeless and at-risk youth is 
an important undertaking. 

I take this opportunity to share the story of 
just one particular organization in Guam that 
has grown to fulfill these needs of Guam’s 
homeless and at-risk youth. As a member of 
the National Network for Youth, Sanctuary, 
Inc. has developed and sponsored many im-
portant programs serving our homeless and 

at-risk youth. Sanctuary, Inc. works in close 
collaboration with the Department of Youth Af-
fairs of the Government of Guam as well as 
with the judicial system and the courts to iden-
tify ways to support our youth. 

Through workshops, counseling, referral 
services, support groups, and especially with 
their annual summer parent-child conference, 
Sanctuary, Inc. works to strengthen family re-
lationships and promotes a drug, alcohol and 
violence-free lifestyle among youth partici-
pants. Their after-school programs are espe-
cially effective in providing activities for our 
youth and complementing their classroom in-
struction. Apart from their programs, Sanc-
tuary operates two temporary emergency shel-
ters to accommodate our homeless youth, pro-
viding them with room and board and a family 
away from home. 

I commend Sanctuary, Inc. for their out-
standing work and their positive influence on 
our at-risk youth and their families. I urge my 
colleagues to support H. Res. 484. I too urge 
all of us to work together to increase aware-
ness of effective runaway youth prevention 
programs. Through these proven community- 
based programs we can help provide for a 
safer and more educational environment for 
our at-risk youth. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PETRI). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Nevada 
(Mr. PORTER) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 484. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ESTABLISHING INTERAGENCY 
AEROSPACE REVITALIZATION 
TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP A NA-
TIONAL STRATEGY FOR AERO-
SPACE WORKFORCE RECRUIT-
MENT, TRAINING, AND CULTIVA-
TION 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 758) to establish an interagency 
aerospace revitalization task force to 
develop a national strategy for aero-
space workforce recruitment, training, 
and cultivation. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 758 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The aerospace industry generates near-

ly 15 percent of the gross domestic product of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:02 Oct 26, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K25OC7.035 H25OCPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-14T09:56:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




