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only country involved in this relief ef-
fort and our contribution should reflect
our Nation’s true generosity of spirit.

It is not just nations that are joining
the effort: private individuals and
groups have opened their hearts and
wallets. Here in this country, NGOs
like Mercy Corps, CARE, the Inter-
national Rescue Committee, Save the
Children and the Red Cross have col-
lected many thousands of dollars.

In one development that builds upon
an encouraging warming of ties be-
tween Pakistan and Israel, President
Musharraf has specifically welcomed
the contributions of American Jewish
charities.

But there are other organizations
whose support is more troubling: ex-
tremist groups have been in the fore-
front of disaster relief. There is a des-
perate need for more assistance—and
that void is being filled by groups hos-
tile to American interests.

Jamaat ul-Dawa, an affiliate of the
terrorist group Lashkar-e Taiba, has
been operating a major field hospital
complete with x-ray facilities and an
operating theater—a facility so capable
that it has been treating casualties of
the Pakistani military itself.

More than a week after the earth-
quake, the U.S. had still not set up a
mobile field hospital, despite the prox-
imity of resources in Afghanistan and
the Middle East; I hope that by now
such a facility is in operation. We have
the finest military medical personnel
in the world, and they are eager to save
as many lives as they can.

Why has the administration been un-
able to accomplish a vital humani-
tarian task that is currently being car-
ried out by a terrorist affiliate?

And Jamaat ul-Dawa isn’t the only
extremist group filling this need. The
AI-Khidmat Foundation, the charity
branch of hardline Islamist party
Jamaat-e Islami, has organized relief
convoys, medical facilities and camps
sheltering survivors.

The Al-Rasheed trust, a group whose
U.S. assets have been frozen on the sus-
picion that it channeled funds to al-
Qaida is highly visible in a variety of
relief efforts.

There’s nothing new about extremist
groups performing social services.
Hezbollah, Hamas, the Tamil Tigers,
and a variety of other groups on the
Foreign Terrorist Organization list
have long bolstered their base of sup-
port by providing social welfare pro-
grams—especially where the govern-
ment has been either unable or unwill-
ing to meet its citizens’ most basic
needs.

The extremists know that such pro-
grams build goodwill among the popu-
lace. They have learned a lesson al-
ready known to every U.S. military of-
ficer: You can’t win a war with bombs
alone, you have to win hearts and
minds.

Our military professionals know this,
but it sometimes seems as if the civil-
ian leadership in the White House has
forgotten the lesson. We had an oppor-
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tunity to demonstrate our friendship
to the Pakistani people, to the
Kashmiris on both sides of the line of
control, to Muslims throughout the
globe, and instead we have failed to
match our commitment with our su-
perpower status. Every day we let the
extremists fill the void is another op-
portunity wasted.

The Asian tsunami provides a shining
example of the need for rapid action,
and what we can accomplish when we
do things right.

The initial response from the White
House was disappointing: for the first
week after the tragedy, the administra-
tion lagged behind other nations, in-
cluding small countries with far infe-
rior resources than we possess.

But once the administration decided
to match America’s contribution with
our superpower status, we leapt to the
forefront of the relief effort. When the
USS Abraham Lincoln carrier group and
other naval assets arrived on the scene,
they immediately established us the
leader of the global response.

The sailors, marines and other serv-
ice members did an absolutely superb
job: They performed an act of public di-
plomacy more powerful than any dol-
lars-and-sense reckoning could cal-
culate.

They showed that the U.S. military
is not merely a fearsome adversary but
also a powerful friend.

This effort had an immediate impact:
In Indonesia, the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim nation, popular attitudes
towards the United States profoundly
improved, almost overnight. Before
George Bush took office, 75 percent of
Indonesians had a favorable impression
of the United States; by 2003, that num-
ber had fallen to 15 percent.

But in the aftermath of the tsunami,
Indonesians saw Americans as friends
rather than foes. In a survey sponsored
by the nonpartisan group Terror Free
Tomorrow, 65 percent of respondents
had a more favorable view of the
United States after the arrival of the
USS Abraham Lincoln.

This public attitude is directly re-
flected in Indonesian views of the war
on terror. In the same poll, support for
Osama bin Laden dropped from 58 per-
cent prior to the tsunami to 23 percent
afterward. For the first time in any
major poll, a plurality, 40 percent, sup-
ported the U.S.-led fight against ter-
rorism.

And this isn’t merely a matter of poll
numbers: Indonesian-based extremist
groups tried to use their relief oper-
ations in the tsunami-ravaged province
of Aceh as a tool for recruitment, and
due in large part to the strong U.S. re-
sponse these groups utterly failed to
make headway. When they tried to
preach anti-American sentiments, the
people of Aceh shut them down cold:
The survivors of the tsunami knew bet-
ter because they had seen American
sailors and marines saving lives.

The 1lesson is clear: Our humani-
tarian duty and our national security
interests here are in complete accord.
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When we use our military and financial
strength to save lives, we help drain
the swamp of terrorism.

We accomplished a tremendous feat
in the tsunami recovery effort. For the
price of just a few days’ operating ex-
penses in Iraq, we bought an incalcu-
lable amount of goodwill among the 210
million Muslims in Indonesia, and im-
proved our standing among many other
Muslims worldwide.

Today, we have the chance to rep-
licate our success. We can do in Paki-
stan what we did in Indonesia: prove
that America is not engaged in a cru-
sade against Islam.

We can demonstrate—with deeds, not
empty words—that we are allies rather
than adversaries. We can show that we,
and not the extremists or the terror-
ists, are the best friends that the peo-
ple of Muslim nations could want to
have.

We can do this, but we can’t do it on
the cheap. We can’t do it with just a
dozen helicopters and $27 million and a
promise that eventually we may con-
tribute half as much as Kuwait.

Mr. President, I urge this Chamber to
do more. And I urge the administration
to immediately match our contribution
with the vital need at hand: With Paki-
stan reeling from the worst natural
disaster in its history, we can’t afford
to let our response be too little and too
late.

Today, Mr. President, our moral duty
and our national security interest are
one.

COMMEMORATING THE SIXTIETH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED
NATIONS

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I recog-
nize and pay tribute to the United Na-
tions on the occasion of its sixtieth an-
niversary.

During this week in 1945, fifty coun-
tries came together to found the
United Nations, a body created to ad-
vance two momentous goals: a world
free from war, and one in which the
basic rights of citizens are respected in
all countries. Over the last 6 decades,
with the help of the UN, we have at
least avoided the scourge of another
world war. And we have seen the ad-
vancement of democracy and human
rights around the world, as well as the
provision of shelter, basic education,
and critical healthcare to millions that
would otherwise have gone without.

Today, while the broad goals of the
UN remain the same, global threats
and challenges are drastically dif-
ferent. Internal conflict, terrorism, the
spread of weapons of mass destruction,
religious hatreds, natural disasters,
and disease pose great hardships and
risks to all people, regardless of coun-
try of origin, and require, more than
ever, coordinated international re-
sponses. By harnessing the resources
and collective expertise of its 191 mem-
ber states, the United Nations has the
ability to address these concerns in
ways that no single nation can on its
own.
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We in the United States owe the UN
our profound gratitude for the assist-
ance that has been provided to victims
of Hurricane Katrina on our gulf coast.
Within days of the disaster, the United
Nations launched a campaign to co-
ordinate relief assistance with federal
efforts. UN agencies have distributed
life-saving supplies, are supporting the
surveillance work of the Centers for
Disease Control, and are assisting in
evacuee registration and tracking of
missing children.

Day in and day out, we see evidence
of the critical work that the United
Nations undertakes around the world.
The organization continues to lead hu-
manitarian relief efforts in the wake of
last year’s tsunami disaster in South-
east Asia and has launched an emer-
gency response to the devastating
earthquake in Pakistan. Through
UNAIDS, the organization coordinates
a comprehensive global response to the
fight against HIV/AIDS, working to
halt and reverse the epidemic by 2015.
The UN women’s fund, UNIFEM, sup-
ports women’s empowerment and gen-
der equality, in particular through sup-
porting local initiatives to end vio-
lence against women. The UN Develop-
ment Program is supporting demo-
cratic governance projects in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Sierra Leone, Haiti and over
150 countries worldwide. Inspections by
the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy have uncovered violations by Iran
and North Korea, and the agency’s
safeguards have assured the world that
other countries are not diverting nu-
clear material from their peaceful nu-
clear power programs.

Finally, the UN Refugee Agency,
UNHCR, extends protection and life
saving assistance to some 19 million
refugees and other vulnerable persons.
In May 2005, I had the opportunity to
visit the Oure Cassoni refugee camp
along the Chad-Sudan border, and was
incredibly impressed with UNHCR’s
work in providing direly needed food,
shelter, and education services for
nearly 25,000 refugees. The agency’s aid
staff is working tirelessly to serve this
large population, and I witnessed ex-
traordinary dedication and profes-
sionalism.

For 60 years, the United Nations has
been on the front lines leading humani-
tarian stabilization efforts under con-
ditions and in situations that are the
worst of the worst. Now the organiza-
tion is focused on another critical task:
reforming itself. Many, including Sec-
retary General Annan, have recognized
that the UN must change the way it
does business if it is to maintain the
support of its members and effectively
address the challenges that the global
community will face in the future.

This reordering and restructuring is
needed, significant, and moving for-
ward. To highlight a few items, as a re-
sult of the support demonstrated at the
UN Summit last month, member states
are working to create a Human Rights
Council to replace the defunct Human
Rights Commission, in order to more
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effectively advance the rights and free-
doms that continue to be denied to far
too many. The establishment of a
Peace Building Commission will make
the UN, and the world, better equipped
to prevent post-conflict countries from
relapsing into violence, reducing the
conditions that breed terrorism. And
the dozens of personnel, management
and budget reforms that have been pro-
posed and endorsed by member states
will make the organization more effi-
cient in the important work it does.

Now, as the United Nations moves
into the next chapter of its history, it
is imperative that this momentum for
change continues. Implementing these
reforms is the responsibility of the
member states. The United States can
playa critical leadership role in secur-
ing their support, and their action. The
future effectiveness of the United Na-
tions lies in the balance, and I have
every expectation that the member
states can and will deliver. I encourage
the Members of this chamber to fully
support the efforts that are underway
at the United Nations.

Article One of the United Nations
Charter states that the purposes of the
organization are to maintain inter-
national peace and security; address
international social, economic and cul-
tural problems; and to promote funda-
mental human rights and freedoms.
Today, although tremendous progress
has been made, we still need the UN to
advance these goals. Therefore, I con-
gratulate and thank the United Na-
tions, its current personnel and staff,
as well as those who have served in the
past, for all that it has done to advance
peace, security and freedom around the
world, and for all that it must do in the
yvears ahead to realize the vision of its
founders.

————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I would like the RECORD to reflect
that I was necessarily absent for the
votes on the confirmations of Brian Ed-
ward Sandoval to be TU.S. District
Judge for the District of Nevada, Vote
No. 265, and Harry Sandlin Mattice, Jr.,
to be U.S. District Judge for the East-
ern District of Tennessee, Vote No. 266,
on Monday, October 24, 2005, so I could
assess the impact of Hurricane Wilma
on Florida. Had I been present for these
votes, I would have voted in favor of
both nominations.

———

FORT RENO MINERAL LEASING
ACT

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, on Octo-
ber 6, 2005, I introduced S. 1832, the
“Fort Reno Mineral Leasing Act”. At
that time I introduced letters of sup-
port for this legislation. Since then I
have received a letter from Mrs. Donna
Von Tungeln that I would like to sub-
mit for the RECORD.

Mrs. Von Tungeln and her late hus-
band Henry Jo have been active sup-
porters of preserving the historical

S11817

buildings at Fort Reno. Their dedicated
work to this project is greatly appre-
ciated.

I ask unanimous consent the fol-
lowing letter be printed for the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

VON TUNGELN FARMS,
Calumet, OK, September 28, 2005.
Hon. JIM INHOFE,
Russell Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR INHOFE: I appreciate your
interest in helping the citizens of Oklahoma
to preserve one of our most important his-
torical assets, the buildings of Fort Reno.
Funding is badly needed to restore and main-
tain the Fort’s buildings, many of which
were built as early as the 1880’s. The legisla-
tion you are willing to introduce on our be-
half will insure that these priceless buildings
are not lost, but are preserved and main-
tained and made available for viewing and
use by generations of Oklahomans.

I also appreciate that you support a rev-
enue-neutral approach to financing the res-
toration of Fort Reno without increasing our
tax burden. My late husband, Henry Jo, first
suggested this mechanism about two years
ago, and worked to have it considered. Your
willingness to implement the plan means a
great deal to me. Success with the legisla-
tion will mean much to many other Oklaho-
mans, as well as the thousands of out-of-
state tourists who visit Fort Reno each year.

Sincerely,
DONNA VON TUNGELN.

———

TRIBUTE TO PAUL AND SHEILA
WELLSTONE

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today in memory of Paul and Sheila
Wellstone. It is hard to believe that on
this date 3 years ago, the lives of Paul
and Sheila Wellstone, and others, were
taken in a plane crash in Minnesota.
On that day, I lost a good friend, the
Senate lost a leader, and the American
people lost an advocate who was never
afraid to stand up and speak for those
who had no voice.

Today I honor my friend and col-
league, Senator Paul Wellstone, who
inspired so many people to speak up
and to serve. Even as I stand here
today, I cannot imagine that when I
turn around I won’t see Paul standing
at his desk, his arms flailing in the air,
making his point with great passion.

Paul inspired me to run for the U.S.
Senate. His brilliant example reminded
me that you don’t need to be powerful
or rich to make a difference. You just
need to have an honest concern for oth-
ers, an optimistic spirit, and the cour-
age to act. Paul embodied these traits.

I am grateful for the time we had
with Paul. He and I worked on every-
thing from domestic violence and edu-
cation to providing health care to vet-
erans and protecting families from as-
bestos.

As the month of October, which is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
draws to a close, there is much the
Senate has accomplished on this issue.
The Violence Against Women Act reau-
thorization, which contains many im-
provements to the current law, has
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