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Dr. Pickard led an accomplished life and
was a community leader in Dallas, Texas. At
the age of 15, Dan became an Eagle Scout.
He and | would often talk of our shared experi-
ences in Scouting and care for the young boys
who grow and prosper through the program.
Upon earning his Doctor of Optometry degree
from Indiana University, Dan and Patty moved
to Dallas in 1981 to start their professional ca-
reers. Dan served as the President of the Dal-
las Society of Optometrists, and was a valued
community leader whom | enjoyed working
with on a variety of issues.

| knew Dr. Pickard best as the Optometrist
for my family and me, who always had a kind
word and the best interests of his patients at
the forefront of his priorities. Additionally, Dr.
Pickard served on the Board of Directors dur-
ing my term as Chairman of the Board of the
Dallas Northeast Chamber of Commerce.
Throughout his 5 years affected by Multiple
Systems Atrophy, Dan continued to lead a life
of support for others, and now he has passed
away with dignity and peace in his heart.

Dr. Pickard’s compassionate profes-
sionalism, enthusiasm for life, and sincere
friendship will be greatly missed, yet his leg-
acy lives on in the hearts and minds of the
many people touched by his life. My wife,
Nete, and | mourn his passing, and we honor
the memory of his vibrant and inspiring life.
May God bless the Pickard family during this
time of great loss.

————

HONORING THE SCHOOL OF
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE U.S. DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION NO CHILD
LEFT BEHIND BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOLS AWARD FOR 2005

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2005

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, an exceptional education serves
as the foundation for exceptional opportunities
in life. When an institution of learning goes the
extra mile to help its students reach their full
potential, the institution deserves recognition
for its achievement.

On November 10-11, 2005, the U.S. De-
partment of Education will present the coveted
No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon Schools
Awards. Blue Ribbon Schools are those
whose students achieve in the top 10 percent
on State tests or schools where at least 40
percent of students from disadvantaged back-
grounds sharply improve their performance on
state tests.

The 30th Congressional District of the State
of Texas is home to several such schools. On
this momentous occasion, | would like to ex-
tend warm congratulations to the School of
Science and Engineering on being named a
2005 Blue Ribbon School. This institution has
enabled its students to reach a standard of
achievement that is exceptional. | honor the
dedication of administrators, teachers and stu-
dents required to capture this award and send
best wishes in future endeavors.
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MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE
ON H.R. 3057, FOREIGN OPER-
ATIONS, EXPORT FINANCING,
AND RELATED PROGRAMS AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of the Democratic motion to instruct con-
ferees to accept the Senate’s funding level for
our global HIV/AIDS appropriations.

I want to thank my colleague, the ranking
member, Ms. LOWEY for offering this motion,
and | want to thank the chairman, Mr. KOLBE
for accepting it. Both of them have worked in
a bipartisan spirit to increase funding for our
global AIDS programs above what the Presi-
dent requested, and they should be com-
mended for their leadership.

Earlier this month | sent a letter to Mr.
KOLBE and Ms. LOWEY, along with 55 other
Members of Congress, asking that they take
this very action today and approve the Sen-
ate’s funding level of $2.97 billion for global
HIV/AIDS in the Foreign Operations Appro-
priations bill—$500 million of which would go
towards the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria.

By adopting the Senate’s higher level of
funding, we are again asserting United States
leadership in fighting this devastating disease.

But let us be clear, much more still needs
to be done.

The United Nations Joint Programme on
HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS, estimates that approxi-
mately 39.4 million people worldwide are cur-
rently living with HIV/AIDS, including about 2.2
million children under the age of 15. Since the
first cases were identified in 1981, over 20 mil-
lion people worldwide have died from AIDS.

While the United States is poised to provide
about $3.6 billion to combat the disease this
year, UNAIDS estimates that more than $15
billion is necessary to fight the disease this
year alone. Next year that number is closer to
$20 billion.

We know that the United States cannot fight
this disease on its own. But we have a moral
duty to at least contribute our fair share of
funding to prevent the rapid spread of this dis-
ease and save the lives of millions of people
around the world.

Although we may argue about money, we
must not forget about those who are most vul-
nerable to this disease, the women and chil-
dren throughout the developing world whose
basic rights are frequently trampled upon.

I’'m proud to say that over the last 2 weeks,
Congress has taken an important step forward
in trying to protect the rights of children who
are affected by HIV/AIDS by passing my bill,
H.R. 1409, the Assistance for Orphans and
Vulnerable Children in Developing Countries
Act of 2005.

| hope that the President will sign this legis-
lation quickly and ensure a robust U.S. Gov-
ernment response to the needs of these chil-
dren.

November 1, 2005

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS.
ROSA PARKS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the courageous contributions and civil services
of Mrs. Rosa Parks, who peacefully left the
world on Monday, October 24, 2005 in Detroit,
Michigan, at the age of 92.

As | look back at the struggles of African
Americans, | am astounded by the fire that
Mrs. Parks ignited:

On December 1, 1955, Mrs. Parks refused
to give up her seat to a white man on a Mont-
gomery, Alabama, bus.

On December 5, 1955, she led a boycott by
all colored people on the Montgomery buses,
which lasted for 381 days.

On November 13, 1956, the U.S. Supreme
Court declared Alabama’s State and local laws
requiring segregation on buses unconstitu-
tional. Other events continued that challenged
the U.S. Constitution: The desegregation of
Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas,
the desegregation of Woolworth’s lunch
counter at North Carolina Agricultural and
Technical College, and the desegregation of
the University of Mississippi.

Nine years later, the U.S. Congress passed
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, prohibiting dis-
crimination of all kinds based on race, color,
religion, or national origin which provides the
Federal Government with the powers to en-
force desegregation.

Mrs. Rosa Parks was instrumental in chang-
ing the social and political climate of the
United States of America. Her action has in-
spired Americans of all races and back-
grounds to stand up for our basic human
rights. She has taught us the power of deter-
mination and perseverance. Mrs. Parks was
an activist who did not seek public attention.
After the civil rights movement, Mrs. Parks
continued to give back to the community. In
1987, she and her late husband, Raymond
Parks, founded the Institute for Self-Develop-
ment, which prepares young African-Ameri-
cans for leadership positions in the workplace
and the community. A subdivision of the Insti-
tute, called Pathways of Freedom, allows
groups of teens to follow the Underground
Railroad and visit the historical sites of the
Civil Rights Movement. Her act of defiance
against a powerful system showed each of us
the importance of everything we do and the
impact that our own acts of courage can have.
Mrs. Parks lived a long and full life. She has
left us physically, but will remain spiritually as
she will be remembered for generations to
come. Following, is a CNN report of Mrs.
Rosa Park’s life.

CIviL RIGHTS ICON ROSA PARKS DIES AT 92—
LONG KNOWN AS THE ‘‘MOTHER OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT”’

Rosa Parks, whose act of civil disobedience
in 1955 inspired the modern civil rights
movement, died Monday in Detroit, Michi-
gan. She was 92.

Parks’ moment in history began in Decem-
ber 1955 when she refused to give up her seat
on a bus to a white man in Montgomery,
Alabama.

Her arrest triggered a 381-day boycott of
the bus system by blacks that was organized
by a 26-year-old Baptist minister, the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.
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