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the war in Iraq was started by the gov-
ernment leaders we have, but not the
government leaders we want.

Let us take a look at the folks who
are running things at the White House.
Who is weighing in on this war every
single day? First, we have got Scooter
Libby, the Vice President’s chief of
staff. Scooter Libby was in charge of
coordinating the intelligence and com-
munications strategy for the war in
Iraq until last week. Last week, Libby
was indicted by a Federal prosecutor
for his role in outing undercover CIA
operative Valerie Plame.

Libby’s precise role in this scandal is
not yet clear, but it is suspected that
he shopped Ms. Plame’s identity to
multiple reporters in an effort to dis-
credit her husband, Ambassador Joe
Wilson, who opposed the invasion of
Iraq and cited proof that the adminis-
tration’s claims of yellow cake in
Niger were actually false.

This political assassination reveals
the cold, calculated tactics used by the
Bush administration in the buildup to
the war. Obviously, the administration
was so righteous in their cause that
they would do anything to stop those
who opposed them, including identi-
fying an undercover CIA agent. Now a
Federal investigation is getting to the
heart of those callous prewar tactics.
Unfortunately, if Scooter Libby is the
sole administration official to be pun-
ished for the governmental failures
that led to the war in Iraq, then he will
become a scapegoat of historic propor-
tions.

Libby’s boss, Vice President CHENEY,
was no less involved in the planning
that led to the war. According to re-
ports, Mr. CHENEY badgered and bullied
low-level CIA analysts into misinter-
preting evidence regarding Saddam’s
supposed nuclear weapons program.
Also, we cannot overlook that Vice
President CHENEY was the CEO of Hal-
liburton, the company that has bene-
fited from billions and billions of dol-
lars of contracts in Iraq. How many
bids did Halliburton have to place to
get these massive construction con-
tracts? Surprisingly, not a single one.

That brings us to former CIA Direc-
tor George Tenet. As the CIA chief in
the months leading up to the war in
Iraq, George Tenet personally vetted
much of the intelligence that was cited
as evidence of Saddam Hussein’s weap-
ons of mass destruction ‘‘program.”
Today, we are certain that evidence
was completely false. Saddam Hussein
did not possess weapons of mass de-
struction, nor did he have a program
that could create weapons of mass de-
struction.

So what did George Tenet receive for
presiding over one of the monumental
intelligence failures in modern his-
tory? Why, the Presidential Medal of
Honor, of course.

Mr. Speaker, it seems that many of
the administration have benefited per-
sonally and professionally from the
war in Iraq, while the rank and file,
our soldiers, have suffered a dispropor-
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tionate share of the burden. You go to
war with the Army you have? Well, 1
have been to Iraq and I have got news
for the American people: the Army we
have is pretty darn impressive. We
ought to be proud of their commitment
to America’s security, and we ought to
be appalled that their civilian superi-
ors have not demonstrated an equal
commitment to them. It is our coun-
try’s highest leaders that we ought to
be worried about.

The indictment of those involved in
the prewar intelligence would be a
start. After more than 2 years of war,
over $200 billion spent, continued death
and continued suffering, it is time to
end this awful game of lies. It is time
to end this corruption. Let us support
our troops. Let us bring them home to
their families where they belong.

———
BIG LIES AND LITTLE LIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania). Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Scooter
Libby has been indicted for 1lying.
Many suspect Libby, and perhaps oth-
ers, deliberately outed Joe Wilson’s
wife as a covert agent. This was done
to punish and discredit Wilson for
bringing attention to the false infor-
mation regarding Iraq’s supposed ef-
forts to build a nuclear weapon, infor-
mation made public in President
Bush’s State of the Union message in
January, 2003. Special prosecutor Pat-
rick Fitzgerald was chosen to deter-
mine if this revelation regarding Val-
erie Plame, Wilson’s wife, violated the
Intelligence Identification Protection
Act. The actual indictment of Libby
did not claim such a violation oc-
curred. Instead, he has been charged
with lying and participating in a cover-
up during the 2-year investigation. I
believe this is a serious matter that
should not be ignored.
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But it is not an Earth-shattering
event. This case, like almost every-
thing in Washington, has been driven
by politics, not truth, justice or the
Constitution. It is about seeking polit-
ical power, pure and simple, not unlike
the impeachment process during the
last administration.

There are much more serious charges
of lying and cover-ups that deserve
congressional attention. The country
now knows the decision to go to war
was based on information that was not
factual. Congress and the people of this
country were misled. Because of this,
more than 2,000 U.S. troops and many
innocent people have died. Tens of
thousands have been severely wounded,
their lives forever changed, if not to-
tally ruined.

The lies Scooter Libby may or may
not have told deserve a thorough inves-
tigation, but in the scheme of things,
the indictment about questions regard-
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ing the release of Valerie Plame’s
name, a political dirty trick, is minor
compared to the disinformation about
weapons of mass destruction and other
events that propelled us into an unnec-
essary war. It costs, in life, suffering
and money, have proven to be prohibi-
tive. The Libby indictment, unless it
opens the door to more profound ques-
tions concerning why we went to war,
may serve only as a distraction from
much more serious events and lies.

The decision to go to war is profound.
It behooves Congress to ask more ques-
tions and investigate exactly how the
President, Congress and the people
were misled into believing that invad-
ing Iraq was necessary for our national
security.

Why do we still not know who forged
the documents claiming Saddam Hus-
sein was about to buy uranium from
Niger? Was this information concocted
by those who were overly eager to go
to war? Why was CIA reluctance re-
garding this assessment ignored, allow-
ing it to be presented by the President
as a clincher for our need to go to war?
Other reasons used to justify the war
deserve equal attention since the re-
sults have been so painful for our coun-
try.

If lies were told to justify the inva-
sion of Iraq, the American people de-
serve to know the truth. Congress has
a responsibility to seek this truth and
change our policies accordingly. The
sooner this is done, the better.

——————

THE MYRIAD OBSTACLES OF
DEALING WITH FEMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania). Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, at the
end of this month, most Americans will
celebrate Thanksgiving, and we always
look forward to being with our fami-
lies. On our minds this year, however,
are the thousands and thousands of
Americans who have been uprooted as
a result of the hurricanes in the Gulf
region who really need a Thanksgiving;
and, as we celebrate, we ought to re-
member them. We ought to ask our-
selves how we can really have a Plym-
outh Rock weekend and find a way to
extend a helping hand to our fellow
citizens in the South.

Today, the newspaper USA Today
had a lead story talking about the lack
of help that these Americans are re-
ceiving from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and thousands
and thousands scattered across over
18,700 zip codes in all 50 States, people
whose footing will not be firm come
Thanksgiving this November.

It talks about how the lack of FEMA
support has hindered the local groups,
the church groups, the not-for-profits,
that are trying to help these Ameri-
cans, our fellow citizens, reposition.
They talk about how relief groups have
been stymied by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s failure to
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