November 2, 2005

Freedom, and a personal hero of mine.
Most importantly, he was the embodi-
ment of the principle that one person
can change the world.

August 8, 2005, marked the beginning
of a new period for the Apostle Islands,
and I could not be more proud of this.
In 1998, Representative OBEY and I
asked for a wilderness survey. Seven
years later, we finally gathered to sa-
lute the awe-inspiring resource as well
as the man who dedicated himself to
protecting our environment, particu-
larly those places where we humans are
but humble visitors—wilderness areas.
Let us not forget, however, that before
we could talk about having a wilder-
ness area within the Apostle Islands
National Liakeshore, we had to have a
National Lakeshore. I am sure it will
come as no surprise that Gaylord was
essential in the effort to recognize the
Apostle Islands as a national treasure.

The wild and primitive nature of the
Apostles and now the Gaylord Nelson
Wilderness has always been an attrac-
tion, not only for Wisconsin residents
but for people from across the globe. At
the Apostles you can find pristine old
growth forests; wetlands that are home
to an astounding ecological diversity;
birds that travel long distances and use
the islands for respite; and amphibians,
which can act as indicators of the
park’s environmental health.

It is a truly amazing place.

And people know it. In fact, just re-
cently, the Apostles was rated the No.
1 National Park in the U.S. by Na-
tional Geographic Traveler. The rating
was based on a variety of factors, most
notably environmental and ecological
quality, social and cultural integrity,
and the outlook for the future.

We have it all in the park—ecological
and cultural resources intertwined
with one another. The history of the is-
lands is a history of people living off,
and very much in balance with, the
land and water surrounding them. A
visit to the Apostles and the Gaylord
Nelson Wilderness can be, if we let go
of the trappings of modern society, an
enlightening voyage that challenges us
to think about those who came before
us, those who will follow us, and the
connections between us and the nat-
ural resources we depend on for our
survival.

The Ojibwae, who Wisconsinites
know were the original inhabitants of
the Apostles, had great respect for the
resources. They believed in taking
something only if they were giving
something in return. The Ojibwae peo-
ple understood their dependence on the
environment long before many others
began contemplating such a relation-
ship. Unfortunately, as a society, we
have not always heeded their example.
We must be better stewards of our
land, our air, and our water. Gaylord
pushed us toward that goal every day
of his life. And, what better way to
mark the dedication of the Wilderness
Area named in his honor than for each
of us to dedicate ourselves to actively
carrying his legacy forward. That is
Gaylord’s challenge for all of us.
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So many people supported the cre-
ation of the Liakeshore and the wilder-
ness area. The support has taken many
forms—all of which have added to the
success of our park and the wilderness
designation. I am especially grateful
for the families that have donated
their properties, many of which are
filled with childhood and other cher-
ished family memories, for the better-
ment of the whole Apostle Islands and
now the Gaylord Nelson Wilderness.
Future generations whom none of us
will ever know will benefit deeply from
their commitment to one of Wiscon-
sin’s most treasured places.

Every time I visit the Apostles and
pieces of what are now the Gaylord
Nelson Wilderness, I depart with a
sense of inner peace and clarity. A New
York Times journalist wrote about the
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore in
1972, saying he encountered a ‘‘silence
so intense you can hear it.”” I believe
that what all those who visit the Gay-
lord Nelson Wilderness are bound to
hear through that ‘“‘intense silence’ is
Gaylord himself calling them to ac-
tion.

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD, without intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 297

Whereas the Honorable Gaylord Nelson, a
State Senator, Governor, and United States
Senator from Wisconsin, devoted his life to
protecting the environment by championing
issues of land protection, wildlife habitat,
environmental health, and increased envi-
ronmental awareness, including founding
Earth Day;

Whereas the Honorable Gaylord Nelson au-
thored the Apostle Islands National Lake-
shore Act, which led to the protection of one
of the most beautiful areas in Wisconsin and
recognized the rich assemblage of natural re-
sources, cultural heritage, and scenic fea-
tures on Wisconsin’s north coast and 21 is-
lands of the 22-island archipelago;

Whereas the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore was designated a National Park
on September 26, 1970;

Whereas, on December 8, 2004, approxi-
mately 80 percent of the Apostle Islands Na-
tional Lakeshore was designated the Gaylord
Nelson Wilderness;

Whereas the Gaylord Nelson Wilderness
within the Apostle Islands National Lake-
shore provides a refuge for many species of
birds, including threatened bald eagles and
endangered piping plovers, herring-billed
gulls, double-crested cormorants, and great
blue herons, and is a safe haven for a variety
of amphibians, such as blue-spotted salaman-
ders, red-backed salamanders, gray treefrogs,
and mink frogs, and is a sanctuary for sev-
eral mammals, including river otters, black
bears, snowshoe hares, and fishers;

Whereas the official dedication of the Gay-
lord Nelson Wilderness occurred on August 8,
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2005, 36 days after the Honorable Gaylord
Nelson’s passing; and

Whereas the Honorable Gaylord Nelson
changed the consciousness of our Nation and
embodied the principle that 1 person can
change the world, and the creation of the
Gaylord Nelson Wilderness is a small, but
fitting, recognition of his efforts: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the Honorable Gaylord Nel-
son’s environmental legacy;

(2) celebrates the dedication of the Gaylord
Nelson Wilderness within the Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore; and

(3) requests that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate transmit an enrolled copy of this resolu-
tion to the family of the Senator.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 3, 2005

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9 a.m. on Thursday, Novem-
ber 3; I further ask that following the
morning prayer and pledge, the morn-
ing hour be deemed expired, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served, and the Senate then proceed to
a vote on adoption of the conference re-
port to accompany the Agriculture ap-
propriations bill; I further ask that
upon disposition of the conference re-
port, the Senate resume consideration
of S. 1932, the deficit reduction bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, tomor-
row the Senate will complete action on
S. 1932, the deficit reduction bill. There
are currently 16 amendments in the
queue, and the first vote in the series
will occur on the Agriculture appro-
priations conference report, as noted.
We will begin voting shortly after 9
a.m. tomorrow morning, and Senators
should plan on staying in and around
the Chamber throughout the day to-
morrow. We will have at least 17 back-
to-back votes.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BENNETT. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate
stand in adjournment under the pre-
vious order, following the time allo-
cated to the Senator from Oregon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BENNETT. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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