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Joseph Hospital in Mankato, received “Above
and Beyond” awards for their ongoing support
of reserve employees. More than 475 Min-
nesota employers were nominated for this na-
tional award. Only 23 received this prestigious
award.

Mr. Speaker, one of America’s great
strengths is the unselfish courage of the cit-
izen who steps forward, puts on the uniform
and stands ready to face danger. It is that
quality, more than any other, which has kept
us free for more than 200 years.

We must commend the tens of thousands of
American businesses who willingly employ
members of the National Guard and Reserve.
It is this essential alliance and shared sacrifice
that keeps America and much of the world
free.

———————

TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE MAE
CROMARTIE

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a guiding light in Columbia,
South Carolina that will be deeply missed.
Charlie Mae Mays Harrison Cromartie passed
away on Sunday, November 6, 2005, but her
legacy will remain with us forever.

Charlie Mae Cromartie was born in Green-
wood County, South Carolina to John Henry
and Myrtle Harrison Mays. She was the niece
of renowned educator, Dr. Benjamin E. Mays.
She was educated at Bettis Academy and
earned her RN degree with a concentration in
psychiatric nursing from South Carolina State
Hospital and the Columbia Hospital School of
Nursing. She served as Head Evening Nurse
at the Columbia Hospital School from 1961 to
1970, and was the owner and manager of
Cromartie Enterprises from 1977 to 1996.

In addition to her very successful career,
Mrs. Cromartie was also active in her commu-
nity and church. She was the Mother of the
Church at Bishops’ Memorial A.M.E. Church,
where she had been a member for more than
50 years. Mrs. Cromartie had served as the
church Treasurer for more than 40 years and
was a member of the Trustee Board, Mis-
sionary Society, and the Building Fund.

In the community, Mrs. Cromartie served as
a poll manager in Ward 9 at Allen-Benedict
Court for many years. She had served as PTA
President at Waverly Elementary, Carver Ele-
mentary, W.A. Perry Middle and C.A. Johnson
High schools. She was also a school advocate
for the Richland County Board of Education.
Her other memberships included the March of
Dimes, the League of Women Voters, and she
was Past lllustrious Commandress of Daugh-
ters of Isis, Cairo Temple #125.

Mrs. Cromartie had been recognized for her
community work with a key to the City of Co-
lumbia and induction into the South Carolina
Black Hall of Fame in 2003. In 1987, Colum-
bia Mayor Patton Adams chose Mrs.
Cromartie as one of several Columbians to be
sketched for a picture presented to Pope John
Paul 1l during his visit to Columbia that now
hangs in the Vatican.

Mrs. Cromartie was married to E. W.
Cromartie, Sr. for 43 years. The couple has
two children, E. W. Cromartie, lll and Ernes-
tine Cromartie Moody, and four grandchildren.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in celebrating the life of a devoted
wife, mother, Christian and community activist.
Charlie Mae Cromartie made a lasting impres-
sion on the City of Columbia and all those
who had the pleasure of knowing her.

———
SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO FRED V.
MUNOZ AND HIS LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my condolences to the Munoz family
of Delta, Colorado, who recently experienced
a tragic loss with the death of Fred V. Munoz.
He passed away on October 7th at the age of
63.

Though Fred spent his childhood and was
educated in California, he was not only a val-
ued citizen of my district, but a dear friend as
well. He served in the Army during the Viet-
nam War, and | honor him for his service. Fur-
thermore, he was an exceptional leader in the
Hispanic community, and served as president
of the Orange County Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion. His extraordinary achievements as a law-
yer also included sitting as a member of the
California Bar Association and serving on the
board of the Hispanic Bar Association.

| grew to know Fred over the last year and
he never hesitated to offer his support and as-
sistance to myself and others. He had said he
would always be ready to step up and do what
he could in the years ahead, and though he
may no longer be with us in physical pres-
ence, | have no doubt he will keep his word
and join us in spirit.

Fred was certainly an inspiration to me and
to everyone who had the opportunity to meet
him, and | am grateful for the short amount of
time | was able to spend with him. | know my
life and the lives of those he knew and loved
were enriched by his presence, and he will
surely be missed.

—————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO HARRY
HANCOCK

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a very special member of the
Birmingham community, Harry Hancock.

Harry Hancock has provided compassionate
and caring service as the District Manager of
the Birmingham Downtown Social Security of-
fice for many years. For over a quarter cen-
tury, Harry has given of his time to ensure that
his fellow Americans are treated fairly in their
attempts to access Social Security benefits.
However, Harry’s time with the Social Security
Administration is but one aspect of a lifetime
devoted to public service, which began with
Harry’s courageous service as a member of
the United States Army during the Vietnam
War.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to bring Harry
Hancock’s career of service to the attention of
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my colleagues here today. | join with the resi-
dents of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Alabama in congratulating Harry Hancock
as he retires from federal service. | wish Harry
and his wife Rene nothing but happiness in
the days ahead.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, | was
absent for legislative business on Friday, No-
vember 4, 2005 and Monday, November 7,
2005 due to a family medical emergency. As
a result, | missed rollcall votes 569 through
572. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on the following rollcall votes:

569, Adoption of Conference Report H.R.
3057; 570, H. Con. Res. 260, Recognizing the
40th anniversary of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil’'s Declaration on the Relation of the Church
to Non-Christian Religions; 571, H.R. 1973,
the Water for the Poor Act of 2005; 572, H.
Res. 444, the Gynecological Resolution for
Advancement of Ovarian Cancer Education.

———

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE WAR IN
IRAQ

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2005

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, our men and
women in the military continue to make our
nation very proud. We are forever grateful for
their sacrifice as they protect our precious
freedoms and encourage the rise of democ-
racy in the heart of the Middle East. We honor
their dedication and admire their resolve under
such difficult circumstances.

Because of the valor of our troops, there is
cause for great optimism in Irag. On October
15th, nearly 10 million Iraqgis traded bullets for
ballots and voted on their draft constitution.
The constitution was approved by an over-
whelming 79 percent. This is a remarkable
feat and an important milestone on Irag’s path
toward democracy. The next step is a Decem-
ber 15th vote for the first government under
the new constitution.

After the constitutional vote, the Washington
Post quoted a 53-year-old Iraqgi shoe sales-
man who said: “[Before], no one showed us
the draft of a constitution. None of them. This
is the first time. Since the days of the mon-
archy until now, this is the first government
willing to put the constitution before its peo-
ple.”

Another Iraqgi, who planned to mark his bal-
lot with his own blood, said this about voting
for the constitution: “It will bring all that is
good for the people, such as stability, democ-
racy and peace. With such a charter, we will
show the world that we are a civilized nation,
not a bunch of . . . bloodthirsty extremists.”

The election day itself was a resounding
success. Violence was minimal and did not af-
fect voting at the more than 6,000 polling
places. Nearly 200,000 Iraqgi security forces
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