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today, the Republicans will have suc-
ceeded in creating a government with-
out a conscience. Shame on them. 

Let me appeal to the moderates on 
the other side. Do the right thing. 
Don’t throw away your conscience. 
Don’t be a cheap date. Vote against 
this bill. 

f 

PREPARING FOR AN AVIAN (BIRD) 
INFLUENZA PANDEMIC 

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY. The United States 
must prepare for an avian flu pandemic 
which could potentially kill tens of 
thousands of people and cost tens of 
billions of dollars. Similar to the 1918 
influenza epidemic, the avian flu is a 
primary cause of death where victims 
suffer a severe response of respiratory 
distress as their immune system is 
compromised. 

Citizens should make sure they still 
get their annual flu shot and practice 
good hygiene, even though the likeli-
hood of scenarios of flu pandemic will 
not occur. But Congress needs to make 
sure we improve vaccine distribution 
mechanisms, improve lines of commu-
nications and take steps to mitigate 
panic to make sure that there is essen-
tial communication with local media 
outlets. 

We also must increase vaccine pro-
duction and create incentives for phar-
maceutical manufacturers to lower 
costs and promote cooperation. All this 
means Congress must move forward to 
follow the President’s national strat-
egy for the pandemic influenza. 

For further information, I encourage 
my colleagues to visit my Web site at 
murphy.house.gov. 

f 

PRIORITIES 

(Mr. CHANDLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, the 
cuts to education, health care, housing 
and nutrition programs that we will 
consider later today once again expose 
the real agenda of the majority. 

This reconciliation package presents 
a simple choice, either care for the 
poor, the sick and the hungry, and help 
students attend college, or cut taxes 
for the wealthy and give yet another 
handout to the oil industry. The choice 
seems almost too easy, but yet again, 
our friends on the other side of the 
aisle will sacrifice the moral principle 
of caring for your neighbor in favor of 
funneling billions in tax breaks and 
government handouts to the most well 
off. 

These are the priorities of the major-
ity. Increase our debt, punish the least 
among us, and line the pockets of the 
wealthy. I urge my colleagues to op-
pose this misguided and immoral rec-
onciliation package. 

CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
STANLEY AND DEANNA 
MAYFIELD ON BEING HONORED 
AS DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS BY 
THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize two of San Angelo, 
Texas’ most dedicated and patriotic 
citizens, Stanley and Deanna Mayfield. 
On November 21, 2005, they will be hon-
ored by the Concho Valley Council of 
the Boy Scouts of America with the 
Distinguished Citizen Award in rec-
ognition of their contributions to 
scouting and the citizens of San An-
gelo. 

John Stanley Mayfield and Deanna 
Lee Gilmore Mayfield married on Au-
gust 22, 1964. They moved to San An-
gelo after Stanley completed 51⁄2 years 
of service as an Air Force F–111 pilot. 
Since then, they have been active vol-
unteers in San Angelo and throughout 
Texas. They have dedicated their lives 
to the service of others and deserve to 
be recognized for their contributions. 

In addition to volunteering as mem-
bers of and on the board of directors of 
many charitable and community devel-
opment organizations, both are active 
members of the First Baptist Church 
and have served as appointees of Gov-
ernor George W. Bush, Deanna as Vice 
Chairman of the Texas Real Estate 
Commission and Stanley on the State 
Bar of Texas. 

The proud parents of three children 
and seven grandchildren, their giving 
hearts have been inspirational to 
many, and they have truly led by ex-
ample. I personally know of no two 
people more worthy, who have worked 
harder, donated more time or who have 
been as valuable to their community as 
Stanley and Deanna Mayfield. They 
serve as an inspiration to all those who 
are lucky enough to be around them, 
and I am honored to represent them in 
the 11th Congressional District of 
Texas. 

f 

THE DEFICIT REDUCTION BILL 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, when explaining budget reconcili-
ation to the American people, perhaps 
the closest thing we can compare it to 
is balancing a checkbook. Unless, of 
course, we are talking about the way 
Congress balances its books. 

On one side of the ledger, spending 
cuts ostensibly earmarked for rebuild-
ing the gulf coast are in reality set 
aside for tax cuts, despite three con-
secutive record-breaking deficits and $3 
trillion in new debt. 

Even after the tax cuts are in place, 
there won’t be anything left in the 
other column to relieve Americans 
from the misery left in the wake of 
devastating hurricanes. 

Championing tax cuts for the 
wealthiest Americans by punching 
holes in the safety net is the hallmark 
of this administration’s failed eco-
nomic policies. But it shouldn’t be the 
way we balance our books. 

While millionaires will gain another 
$19,000 tax break, the typical student, 
already saddled with $17,500 in debt, 
faces $5,800 in new fees and higher in-
terest rates. How can we in good con-
science cut student loans after the Col-
lege Board tells us this is the most ex-
pensive semester ever? 

Common sense tells us: When you are 
in a hole, stop digging. But we are still 
digging, falling deeper into red ink 
with this budget, beyond what we and 
future generations of Americans can 
afford. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
this sham deficit reduction bill. 

f 

VETERANS DAY 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is 
Veterans Day. On this holiday, it is 
certainly appropriate that we recognize 
the sacrifice of our brave veterans that 
have fought to protect our freedom in 
years past. 

But Veterans Day also provides a 
good opportunity to note the progress 
our military is making today. Today, 
we are at war. Our troops are fighting 
in the cause of freedom. Just 3 years 
ago, Saddam Hussein wielded a brutal 
totalitarian regime over an oppressed 
people. Today, Saddam is in jail and 
Iraqis have adopted a constitution up-
holding the rule of law. 

Our effort to train and deploy new 
Iraqi security forces is also pro-
gressing. As of October, over 206,000 
Iraqi forces have been trained and 
equipped. Similar progress has been 
seen in Afghanistan. Each day we con-
tinue the rebuilding of these war-torn 
countries. As a veteran, I am proud to 
say our military is not about occupa-
tion; it is about freedom, our freedom 
and freedom around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, as we take time tomor-
row to remember our living veterans, 
let us also recognize the noteworthy 
accomplishments of our troops serving 
today and not forget the words on the 
Mall—‘‘Freedom Is Not Free.’’ 

f 

BUDGET RECONCILIATION 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, tomorrow we will honor our 
Nation’s veterans. But the budget rec-
onciliation legislation that we present 
today will not honor our veterans, be-
cause their families will be impacted 
by the negative aspects of this legisla-
tion. 

$11.9 billion in cuts in Medicaid will 
impact the families of veterans. $50 bil-
lion cuts in Medicaid over 10 years will 
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impact the families of veterans. $14.3 
billion in student loan cuts will impact 
the children of veterans. And those Na-
tional Guard and Reservists who came 
home after battling in Iraq to Ala-
bama, Mississippi, Texas, and Lou-
isiana will find that $7 billion has been 
cut from the most vulnerable, and 
their homes that have been destroyed 
will be impacted by this budget be-
cause there will be no money at the 
end to be able to provide for the res-
toration of their lives. 

This budget reconciliation legisla-
tion will not honor our veterans. We 
honor them tomorrow. Why do we not 
honor them today? We can do better. 

f 

b 1015 

HONORING AMERICA’S VETERANS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as the son of a World War II 
veteran, as a 31-year veteran of mili-
tary service and the father of three 
sons serving today in the military, 
Veterans Day is particularly meaning-
ful to my family. America exists today 
only because of the courage of the men 
and women who wear the uniform of 
the United States military. Genera-
tions of American soldiers have turned 
impossible challenges into incredible 
victories, and they have earned our 
highest respect. 

As troops continue to risk their lives 
in the war on terrorism, we are espe-
cially inspired by the bravery of Amer-
ica’s 25 million veterans. By risking 
their lives to protect our freedoms, 
there is a greater spread of freedom 
today worldwide than ever in history. 
We will forever remain grateful for 
their service. 

I would like to encourage all citizens 
to take time on Friday to personally 
express their sincere appreciation to 
the veterans of their communities. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11 
or the terrorist attacks on Jordan. 

f 

BUDGET RECONCILIATION 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to begin our day here by quoting 
from the book of Deuteronomy, the 
15th chapter, the seventh verse: 

‘‘If there be among you a poor man of 
one of thy brethren within any of thy 
gates in thy land which the Lord thy 
God hath giveth thee, thou shalt not 
harden thine heart nor shut thine hand 
from thy poor brother.’’ 

Remember this today when in the 
name of deficit reduction, you would 
vote to cut health care for poor chil-
dren. Thou shalt not harden thine 
heart. 

Those who would today cut food 
stamps, school breakfast and school 
lunch benefits for the poor, thou shalt 
not harden thine heart. 

Those who would cut rental housing 
benefits for hurricane victims, there is 
a moral imperative about us being in 
this House. And we cannot just look at 
this as business as usual when we 
choose to just cut benefits for the poor 
and then turn around and give tax cuts 
for the rich. 

f 

MEDICARE 
(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
this year is the 40th anniversary of 
Medicare. Medicare has come a long 
way. Initially, it started off as a hos-
pitalization policy. Later we added 
physician benefits and physician visits 
and even some tests. Now we have put 
the third leg of that stool on; and we 
are going, effective January 1, to add 
prescription drugs to Medicare, making 
Medicare now a full health care policy 
for our seniors. 

The reason that Congress did this 
was because many times the physicians 
would prescribe prescriptions for our 
seniors, yet they would have to make a 
decision between buying food or the 
prescription. Congress did not think 
that was a good idea; and so effective 
January 1, seniors will have a prescrip-
tion drug option. The sign-up begins 
next Tuesday, November 15. We encour-
age seniors to begin to go shopping. 

I held a town hall meeting in Abi-
lene, Texas, on Monday at the Rose 
Park Senior Center and encouraged our 
seniors to go shopping. One of the 
things that was so important about 
this new process was that we allowed 
seniors the ability to make their own 
choices and brought competition in it. 

I urge our seniors to look very close-
ly at this new great prescription drug 
benefit that has been provided for 
them. 

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET DOESN’T 
REFLECT AMERICA’S PRIORITIES 
(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican Congress is about to slash 
nearly $50 billion from investments in 
our children’s future, in health care 
and education. Yet because of Repub-
lican priorities, they are going to actu-
ally add $20 billion to the $3 trillion in 
our deficit. Only in a Republican Con-
gress. 

What kind of Congress passes a budg-
et that cuts $9.5 billion from children’s 
health care, affecting 6 million chil-
dren, while overpaying HMOs by $5.4 
billion? What kind of Congress hands 
out $16.5 billion to oil and gas compa-
nies, while cutting 40,000 children’s nu-
trition programs and seniors from 
home heating assistance? 

What kind of Congress cuts 330,000 
children from child care assistance, 
while giving special tax breaks to bow 
and arrow manufacturers, NASCAR 
track owners, and logging companies? 

What kind of Congress cuts $14.5 bil-
lion from student college assistance, 
the largest cut ever, while cutting 
taxes for millionaires? 

A Republican Congress, but of course. 
Those are the wrong priorities for 

America. Americans know. 
Mr. Speaker, we should cut spending, 

but we should not do it by throwing 
our children under the bus. America 
can do better. It is time for a change. 

f 

CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS 
(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
tomorrow we celebrate Veterans Day 
to honor America’s most courageous 
men and women of the past and the 
present. In conflicts around the world, 
those serving in our military protect 
our country and safeguard the values 
that Americans hold dear: safety and 
freedom and democracy. 

The Defense Department has a pro-
gram allowing a recorded phone call so 
that soldiers from my district serving 
overseas can listen to it and then con-
tact me. The opinions of those serving 
our country are so very important, and 
I encourage all Members of Congress to 
participate in this program. 

Veterans Day is often marked by pa-
rades. However, we in Congress must 
remember that the celebration of our 
veterans is more than just a once-a- 
year event. Over the past 5 years, we 
have increased benefits to veterans by 
over $20 billion, from the GI Bill to VA 
home loan guarantees to benefits for 
disabled veterans, widows, and depend-
ents. 

However, dollars and cents cannot 
measure the sacrifice of our soldiers. 
We enjoy our freedoms today because 
of what they do every day of every 
year. To those who have served, a 
grateful Nation says thank you. 

f 

REPUBLICANS STIFLE OPEN AND 
MEANINGFUL DEBATE ON BUDG-
ET RECONCILIATION 
(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, having 
served in the California State legisla-
ture for 24 years, half of which was 
spent in a leadership role, I know how 
to engage in a bipartisan process. This 
budget reconciliation bill is not bipar-
tisan. 

Rather than provide the House with 
an opportunity to engage in a serious 
and meaningful budget discussion, we 
are left with this take-it-or-leave-it 
package that, if passed, will increase 
our budget deficit nearly $20 billion. 

Rather than accept an offer by the 
Blue Dogs to discuss our 12-point def-
icit reduction alternative, we are left 
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