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commended for their leadership and vi-
sion which produced such meaningful 
results. 

I would be remiss if I did not recog-
nize the students at each of these insti-
tutions. While the adults have provided 
the foundation for a positive and edu-
cational classroom experience, ulti-
mately the students decide to succeed 
for themselves, meeting and exceeding 
the high standards set for them. I am 
confident that we are raising the next 
generation of successful Americans to 
be productive and educated members of 
society. I am especially proud of the 
progress that these Montana students 
have made, and I urge them to keep up 
the good work. I am proud of each and 
every one of you. To the students, edu-
cators, and parents, thanks for all the 
good work you do.∑ 

f 

HONORING MAYOR JOHN O. 
COTANT 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President: I would 
like to pay special tribute today to a 
remarkable man who has dedicated the 
past 36 years of his life to the citizens 
of Chubbuck, ID. Mayor John O. Cotant 
entered the Chubbuck mayoral race the 
night before the elections in 1969. He 
won and has been mayor ever since. 
Through his dedication to youth and 
community improvement, Chubbuck 
has become the thriving town of 10,000 
it is today. Under his exemplary lead-
ership, Chubbuck increased the number 
of city parks from 1 to 14. He initiated 
the construction of a monument to vet-
erans of our wars and his love of sports 
inspired him to promote a thriving 
youth sports program for the city. He 
brought critical infrastructure im-
provements to the community, to posi-
tion Chubbuck for the vibrant growth 
it is experiencing today. John and his 
wife of 59 years, Alice, are the proud 
parents of 3, grandparents of 13 and 
great-grandparents of 19 children. He 
has been very involved in his church, 
serving as Bishop, the ecclesiastical 
teacher, of his LDS church congrega-
tion. At a robust 81, he says that he is 
going to pursue his personal interests 
of genealogy and a collection of city 
memorabilia, and make a point of not 
volunteering for anything controver-
sial. I must say I understand the senti-
ment. Local public servants like John 
are the lifeblood of our civic commu-
nity and our daily lives in rural towns 
not just in Idaho, but across the Na-
tion. As a mayor of a smaller city, you 
are on duty and under the spotlight 24 
hours a day. It is quite a testament to 
John’s character, energy and spirit 
that he has served for so many years. I 
congratulate him on three and a half 
decades of community commitment 
service and wish him and Alice the 
very best in the next exciting chapter 
of their life together.∑ 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 

were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–212. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of California rel-
ative to the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ mili-
tary policy; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 11 
Whereas, Since the 1994 codification into 

law by the United States Congress, and by 
the signature of the President, the policy 
now known as ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, Don’t 
Pursue, Don’t Harass’’ (National Defense Au-
thorization Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–160)) 
has led to the discharge of a great number of 
lesbian and gay service members, thus end-
ing their careers and burdening them with a 
lifelong stigma; and 

Whereas, The capacity of the Armed 
Forces of the United States to carry out its 
missions, like the Global War on Terror, is 
hindered when competent and qualified indi-
viduals are involuntarily discharged from 
those forces; and 

Whereas, The Armed Forces of the United 
States have been forced to retain Reserve 
and National Guard service members on ac-
tive duty past standard deployment lengths 
in order to carry out its missions during the 
Global War on Terror; and 

Whereas, The ability of the Armed Forces 
to recruit and retain the best and brightest 
Americans is hindered by excluding a section 
of the population solely because of sexual 
orientation; and 

Whereas, Lesbian and gay service members 
have served honorably throughout United 
States history and continue to serve with 
distinction on active duty in the Global War 
on Terror, including in Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in Iraq; and 

Whereas, These men and women have 
achieved military honors, decorations, and 
promotions to the highest ranks of their re-
spective services for their valor and service 
to the people of the United States; and 

Whereas, America’s allies in the war on 
terror, like the United Kingdom, Australia, 
and Israel, all allow lesbian and gay service 
members to serve openly; and 

Whereas, The Department of Homeland Se-
curity, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
the Defense Intelligence Agency, the Na-
tional Security Agency, the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, and other federal depart-
ments handling national security allow their 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender per-
sonnel to serve openly; and 

Whereas, A February 2005 Government Ac-
countability Office report shows that more 
than 9,488 service members have been dis-
charged under the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ 
policy, including at least 757 service mem-
bers in ‘‘critical occupations,’’ such as coun-
terintelligence experts, at a cost to tax-
payers of more than $190 million; and 

Whereas, The Department of Defense re-
ported that 209 language specialists have 
been discharged from the military under the 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy, including 54 
Arabic and 9 Farsi translators, vitally im-
portant positions to intelligence gathering 
and in critical shortage; and 

Whereas, Evidence from a study conducted 
by the Center for the Study Of Sexual Mi-
norities in the Military suggests that the 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy increases gay 
troops’ stress levels, lowers their morale, im-
pairs their ability to form trusting bonds 
with their peers, restricts their access to 
medical care, psychological services and reli-
gious consultations, and limits their ability 
to advance professionally and their willing-
ness to join and remain in the services; and 

Whereas, Every Department of Defense au-
thorized study has shown that there is no 

correlation between sexual orientation and 
unit cohesion in the Armed Forces; and 

Whereas, The majority of American citi-
zens support keeping trained and skilled 
openly gay and lesbian service members in 
the military; and 

Whereas, The United States military’s 
readiness to protect and defend our nation is 
severely compromised because of the dis-
criminatory ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy 
that is arbitrarily enforced by commanders 
whose personal beliefs may influence their 
disciplinary actions; and 

Whereas, Discharges under ‘‘Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell’’ are historically fewer when 
troop strength is low, as in times of war, 
which denotes the tacit recognition by the 
military that lesbian and gay service mem-
bers are fit and capable of military service, 
thereby further illustrating the arbitrary en-
forcement of this policy; and 

Whereas, California has 26 military bases 
which are home to tens of thousands of mili-
tary personnel and their families, and, ac-
cording to a 2004 Urban Institute study, an 
estimated 137,000 lesbian and gay veterans 
live in California; and 

Whereas, The Legislature and courts of the 
State of California have extended protec-
tions based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity that affirm the equality under the 
law of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender citizens in order to prevent in-
vidious discrimination; and 

Whereas, In 2004 the California Legislature 
passed, and the Governor signed, legislation 
that protects nonfederally recognized per-
sonnel in the California State Military from 
the threat of ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’; and 

Whereas, Military readiness is enhanced 
when every qualified, capable American, re-
gardless of sexual orientation, is welcomed 
into our Armed Forces and has their talents 
utilized in the best interest of our national 
security; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate of the State of Cali-
fornia, the Assembly thereof concurring, That 
the Legislature of the State of California re-
spectfully urge the President and the Con-
gress of the United States to adopt the Mili-
tary Readiness Enhancement Act of 2005 
(H.R. 1059) to end the discriminatory federal 
policy of ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President of the United States, to each Sen-
ator and Representative in the Congress of 
the United States, and to the presiding offi-
cer of each house of each state legislature of 
the several states. 

POM–213. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan relative to expressing opposition to the 
study and construction of an international 
border crossing in the Downriver area; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 57 
Whereas, The Detroit-Windsor and Port 

Huron-Sarnia border crossings of Southeast 
Michigan/Southwest Ontario are the busiest 
international crossings in North America, 
representing nearly 50 percent of the traffic 
volume crossing the United States/Canadian 
border. In 2000, American trade with Ontario 
reached $243 billion, which is larger than the 
total U.S. trade with Japan; and 

Whereas, More than 75,000 vehicles use the 
Southeast Michigan/Southwest Ontario bor-
der crossings each day. Traffic at the Michi-
gan and Canadian ports of entry has grown 44 
percent from 19.7 million vehicles in 1990 to 
28.4 million vehicles in 2000. Truck traffic at 
these ports has more than doubled from 2.5 
million vehicles in 1990 to 5.1 million in 2000. 
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Over the next thirty years, the cross-border 
traffic along the Detroit-Windsor corridor is 
projected to increase 40 percent in car traffic 
and 120 percent in truck traffic. This cor-
responds to an increase in daily cross-border 
car trips from 52,000 to 70,000 and an increase 
in daily cross-border truck trips from 13,000 
to 28,000; and 

Whereas, The Canada-US-Ontario-Michi-
gan Border Transportation Partnership is 
conducting a Planning/Need and Feasibility 
Study to examine existing and future cross- 
border transportation problems and opportu-
nities within the Southeast Michigan and 
Southwest Ontario region. In June 2005, the 
partnership proposed several international 
crossing alternatives that address these 
identified transportation problems and op-
portunities. Each alternative would involve 
massive reconfiguration to either the I–275 
or I–75 interchange area and significant ex-
pansion of either King Road, Pennsylvania 
Road, or Eureka Road to connect the pro-
posed interchange areas to the river crossing 
plazas; and 

Whereas, The Detroit River International 
Crossing Study proposes 12 river crossing 
plazas along the riverfront from Belle Isle to 
Grosse Ile. Four of the proposed plazas are 
located in the Downriver area. The first 
plaza consists of 173 acres located on the 
northeast corner of Fort Street and King 
Road in Trenton near the McLouth Steel 
property. The second proposed plaza is lo-
cated in Trenton on the east side of Jefferson 
Avenue, north of King Road, on 217 acres 
owned by McLouth Steel. The third proposed 
plaza consists of 85 acres located at the 
Atofina Chemical Company, located south of 
Pennsylvania Road, west of Longsdorf Street 
in Riverview. The fourth proposed Downriver 
plaza is located at the Atofina Chemical 
Company on 85 acres located off Pennsyl-
vania Road, east of Biddle Avenue, and south 
of Wyandotte Shores Golf Club in Wyan-
dotte; and 

Whereas, The reconfiguration of an inter-
change, the expansion of major roadways, 
and the construction of a plaza will have ad-
verse effects on the quality of life in 
Downriver’s 19 cities and townships. In par-
ticular, these wholesale transportation-re-
lated transformations will lead to plum-
meting property values that will have a dev-
astating financial impact on the whole of 
Wayne County, particularly public schools. 
These changes will bring about excessive 
traffic-related noise that may have to be 
mitigated by the erection of intrusive noise 
barriers, thereby eroding community aes-
thetics and fueling negative public percep-
tion; and 

Whereas, These transportation-related 
changes will also result in increased pas-
senger vehicle and truck traffic. Residents 
near the recommended bridge plaza will face 
unacceptable health risks from the degraded 
local air quality caused by heavy-duty truck 
exhaust emissions. Heavy-duty trucks burn 
diesel fuel and are major emitters of nitro-
gen oxides and particulate matter. Nitrogen 
oxides emitted by on-road vehicles are a 
major contributor to high ozone levels in 
Southeast Michigan. The Downriver area 
will incur significant costs just to control 
emissions from current vehicle traffic in 
order to attain the federal ozone standard. 
Fine particulate matter emitted by diesel 
and gasoline engines is implicated as the 
cause of premature death in persons with 
cardiac and/or respiratory ailments after 
short-term exposure as well as being linked 
to an increased risk of lung cancer following 
long-term exposure; and 

Whereas, The partnership also proposes the 
construction of one of three alternative 
bridges connecting the river crossing plazas 
to Ontario via Grosse Ile. Anyone of the al-

ternative bridges would produce intolerable 
traffic noise that could not be mitigated by 
noise barriers, vegetation, buffer zones, or 
any other noise abatement method. The pro-
posed King Road plazas bridge would span 
Grosse Ile along Horse Mill road, with an at-
tendant plaza facility near Church and East 
River Roads. This proposed facility would ei-
ther destroy or have a decidedly negative im-
pact on hundreds of privately-owned resi-
dences, a Presbyterian Church and cemetery, 
a Roman Catholic Church and cemetery, sen-
sitive wetlands, marshes, woods and transi-
tional prairies, and a number of locations on 
the Michigan Register of Historic Sites. The 
proposed facility would also obliterate the 
historical landing site of Antoine de la 
Mothe Cadillac, who camped on Grosse Ile 
more than 300 years ago before proceeding 
upriver to settle modern-day Detroit. The 
two proposed Pennsylvania Road plaza 
bridges would extend over Hennepin Point, 
located on the northern end of Grosse Ile. 
Any one of the proposed bridges will pose 
significant problems for pilots flying out of 
Grosse Ile Municipal Airport; endanger the 
27 species of waterfowl, 17 species of raptors 
(eagles, hawks, and falcons), 48 species of 
nonraptors (loons, warblers, neotropical 
songbirds, cranes, and shore birds); and bring 
peril to numerous species of dragonflies and 
butterflies that migrate to the Grosse Ile 
coastal wetlands; and 

Whereas, The construction of an inter-
national bridge crossing in the Downriver 
area will have a detrimental impact on the 
Detroit River, the first river to be designated 
a bi-national Heritage River and an Inter-
national Wildlife Refuge. As such, the river’s 
marshes, coastal wetlands, islands, shoals, 
and other natural features are to be pre-
served and restored to protect wildlife habi-
tat. The Detroit River is also a primary 
source of drinking water for Wayne County. 
This is important because an international 
bridge crossing may involve the dredging of 
the Black Lagoon, which is directly down-
stream from the McLouth Steel property. 
Sediments in this area have been well docu-
mented to contain high levels of mercury, 
PCBs, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, 
zinc, oils, and grease, substances that are 
known to be hazardous to humans, wildlife, 
and aquatic species. Lead contamination lev-
els in this vicinity also exceed human con-
tact standards. Moreover, the construction 
of an international bridge will have injurious 
consequences on the small streams, ponds, 
and other sensitive ecosystems of the 
Downriver watershed caused by road salt 
runoff. Road deicing salts are contributing 
to the gradual salinization of the Detroit 
River and area groundwater supplies; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That we express op-
position to the study and construction of an 
international border crossing in the 
Downriver area; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Office of the Governor, 
the Michigan Department of Transportation, 
the Federal Highway Administration, the 
President of the United States, the President 
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of 
the United States House of Representatives, 
and the members of the Michigan congres-
sional delegation. 

POM–214. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of California rel-
ative to stem cell research; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17 
Whereas, An estimated 128 million Ameri-

cans suffer from the crippling economic and 
psychological burden of chronic, degenera-

tive, and acute diseases, including diabetes, 
Parkinson’s disease, cancer, and Alzheimer’s 
disease; and, 

Whereas, Chronic, degenerative, and acute 
disease result in extreme human loss and 
suffering for those who suffer from them and 
their families and caregivers, and result in 
hundreds of billions of dollars annually in 
medical treatment and lost productivity 
costs; and 

Whereas, Stem cell research offers im-
mense promise for developing new medical 
therapies for these debilitating diseases and 
a critical means to explore fundamental 
questions of biology and could lead to im-
proved treatments and potential cures for di-
abetes, Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, spinal cord injuries, burns, cancer, 
heart disease, and other diseases; and 

Whereas, The United States has histori-
cally taken a leading role in funding bio-
medical research and has been a haven for 
open scientific inquiry and technological in-
novation, and, as a result, is the preeminent 
world leader in biomedicine and bio-
technology; and 

Whereas; On August 9, 2001, the President 
adopted a policy that restricts federal fund-
ing for embryonic stem cell research to a 
limited number of embryonic stem cell lines 
that were in existence as of that time, and 
subsequent research has found those existing 
stem cell lines to be significantly limited in 
their ability to support stem cell research; 
and 

Whereas, The United States House of Rep-
resentatives has twice passed legislation to 
prohibit some forms of stem cell research, 
but voted on May 24, 2005, to allow federal 
funding for stem cell research using excess 
embryos from fertility clinics; and 

Whereas, California voters approved Propo-
sition 71 in November 2004, which will pro-
vide $3 billion over 10 years for stem cell re-
search in California; and 

Whereas. The Legislature has enacted leg-
islation declaring that research involving 
the derivation and use of human stem cells, 
human embryonic germ cells, and human 
adult stem cells from any source, including 
somatic cell nuclear transplantation, shall 
be permitted in California, calling for the de-
velopment of ethical guidelines for stem cell 
research, and prohibiting human cloning; 
and 

Whereas, In 2005, the National Academy of 
Sciences issued guidelines for conducting 
human embryonic stem cell research in an 
ethical and responsible manner; and 

Whereas, Similar guidelines are being de-
veloped by the California Institute for Re-
generative Medicine and the State Depart-
ment of Health Services; now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature of the State of California hereby me-
morializes Congress and the President of the 
United States to: (1) lift restrictions on fed-
eral funding for stem cell research; (2) not 
impair the ability of researchers to conduct 
stem cell research applications that hold 
promise for developing therapies for treating 
and curing chronic diseases; (3) develop eth-
ical guidelines for federally funded stem cell 
research; and (4) prohibit human cloning; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and to each Senator and Rep-
resentative from California in the Congress 
of the United States. 

POM–215. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania relative to the Low- 
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Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP); to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

Whereas, The Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) was estab-
lished by Congress as a federally funded pro-
gram providing energy assistance to low-in-
come persons for heating their homes; and 

Whereas, Many Pennsylvanians received 
these energy assistance grants for several 
years; and 

Whereas, Natural gas, electric and home 
heating oil prices have risen steadily over 
the past several years and are predicted to be 
even higher for this winter; and 

Whereas, Home heating oil prices are pre-
dicted to increase by 52%; and 

Whereas, Natural gas prices are predicted 
to increase by 36% or higher; and 

Whereas, The Federal allocation for 
LIHEAP has remained at $2 billion for years; 
and 

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania will receive $120 million, the same 
amount it received last year; and 

Whereas, More than 70% of eligible residen-
tial customers in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania are not able to receive assist-
ance due to lack of funding; and 

Whereas, Some increases in home heating 
prices is due to devastation from Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita; and 

Whereas, While the Gulf Coast states were 
directly struck by Hurricane Katrina and 
Rita, northeastern states have felt the im-
pact of the storms through a sharp increase 
in natural gas, electric and home heating oil 
costs; and 

Whereas, Gas companies in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania receive 80% of their 
natural gas supply from the Gulf Coast sup-
pliers; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania memorialize Congress to 
appropriate supplemental LIHEAP funds as 
part of any disaster relief legislation to as-
sist those states which will be impacted by 
higher prices and shortages in the midst of a 
predicted harsh winter; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Clerk of the United 
States Senate and the Clerk of the United 
States House of Representatives. 

POM–216. A resolution adopted by the City 
Council of the City of South Charleston, 
West Virginia relative to the withdrawal of 
troops from Iraq; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

POM–217. A resolution adopted by the Cali-
fornia State Lands Commission relative to 
opposing lifting of the Federal Moratorium 
on Oil and Gas Leasing off the California 
Coast; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

POM–218. A resolution adopted by the Jef-
ferson Davis Parish Police Jury of the State 
of Louisiana relative to temporarily remov-
ing the embargo restrictions on Cuba; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

POM–219. A resolution adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of Los 
Angeles of the State of California relative to 
supporting House Resolution 316 and House 
Concurrent Resolution 195 which relate to 
the Armenian Genocide of 1915 to 1923; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

POM–220. A resolution adopted by the 
Township Council, Township of South Bruns-
wick, State of New Jersey relative to ex-
pressing disapproval of those sections of the 
Patriot Act that may infringe upon funda-
mental civil rights; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of 
committee was submitted: 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, for the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation I report favorably the 
following nomination list which was 
printed in the RECORD on the date indi-
cated, and ask unanimous consent, to 
save the expense of reprinting on the 
Executive Calendar that this nomina-
tion lie at the Secretary’s desk for the 
information of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Coast Guard nomination of Kathleen M. 
Donohoe to be Captain. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of 
committee was submitted: 

By Mr. LUGAR, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations: 
[Treaty Doc. 109–2 Convention Strength-

ening Inter-American Tuna Commission 
(Exec. Rept. No. 109–7)] 

TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION OF RATIFICATION AS 
REPORTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
RELATIONS 
Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present 

concurring therein), That the Senate advises 
and consents to the ratification of the Con-
vention for the Strengthening of the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission Estab-
lished by the 1949 Convention Between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Costa Rica, with Annexes, adopted on 
June 27, 2003, in Antigua, Guatemala, and 
signed by the Untied States on November 14, 
2003 (Treaty Doc. 109–2). 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
AKAKA, and Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. 2002. A bill to provide protection against 
bovine spongiform encephalopathy and other 
prion diseases; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 2003. A bill to make permanent the au-

thorization for watershed restoration and en-
hancement agreements; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 2004. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to establish a demonstration 
project to begin correcting structural bridge 
deficiencies; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

By Mr. REED: 
S. 2005. A bill to provide for the reviewing, 

updating, and maintenance of National 
Flood Insurance Program rate maps, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr. 
JEFFORDS): 

S. 2006. A bill to provide for recovery ef-
forts relating to Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita for Corps of Engineers projects; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. SALAZAR (for himself and Mr. 
MCCAIN): 

S. 2007. A bill to examine the cir-
cumstances contributing to the problems 

facing the health care system of the United 
States and to develop public and private 
policies as appropriate to address rising 
health care costs and the number of unin-
sured Americans; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 
BIDEN): 

S. Res. 311. A resolution expressing support 
for the people of Sri Lanka in the wake of 
the tsunami and the assassination of the Sri 
Lankan Foreign Minister and urging support 
and respect for free and fair elections in Sri 
Lanka; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 333 

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 333, a bill to 
hold the current regime in Iran ac-
countable for its threatening behavior 
and to support a transition to democ-
racy in Iran. 

S. 431 
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. LUGAR) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ALLEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 431, a bill to establish a 
program to award grants to improve 
and maintain sites honoring Presidents 
of the United States. 

S. 484 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
484, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow Federal ci-
vilian and military retirees to pay 
health insurance premiums on a pretax 
basis and to allow a deduction for 
TRICARE supplemental premiums. 

S. 627 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 627, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently 
extend the research credit, to increase 
the rates of the alternative incre-
mental credit, and to provide an alter-
native simplified credit for qualified 
research expenses. 

S. 632 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. MCCAIN) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. DEWINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 632, a bill to authorize 
the extension of unconditional and per-
manent nondiscriminatory treatment 
(permanent normal trade relations 
treatment) to the products of Ukraine, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 695 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
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