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house guerilla fighting is a failed mis-
sion and a guarantee of more U.S. lives 
lost. 2,056 flags draped over 2,056 cof-
fins; 2,056 honor guards and 2,056 griev-
ing families paying respects of a grate-
ful Nation. And we are still counting. 

Mr. President, you have to change 
the course. 

There’s a difference in a President leading 
the nation through a time of crisis and this 
President misleading the nation into precipi-
tating a crisis. We have a crisis. We need a 
leader. We need a plan to return U.S. soldiers 
to U.S. soil, not a decade from now, but right 
now. 

Announce a pull-out date and pull back the 
troops to their camps. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

HONORING LCPL DANIEL 
FREEMAN SWAIM 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take my Special Order 
at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a 
very heavy heart today to express the 
condolences of a grateful Nation and to 
honor the life of Lance Corporal Daniel 
Freeman Swaim, who passed away on 
November 10, 2005, while serving in 
Iraq. 

A native of Yadkinville, North Caro-
lina, Lance Corporal Swaim spent his 
childhood dreaming about becoming a 
Marine. In fact, his one unfaltering 
goal in life was to serve his country. 
Lance Corporal Swaim achieved his 
dream when he joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps last summer after graduating 
with high honors from Forbush High 
School. 

Lance Corporal Swaim was a loving 
and caring son. He leaves behind his 
parents, Michael and Rebecca Swaim, 
and many friends throughout the com-
munity. May God bless them and com-
fort them during this very difficult 
time. 

We owe this brave soldier and his 
family a tremendous debt of gratitude 
for his selfless service and sacrifice. 
Our Nation could not maintain its free-
dom and security without heroes like 

Lance Corporal Swaim who make the 
ultimate sacrifice. Americans, as well 
as Iraqis, owe their liberty to Mr. 
Swaim and his comrades who came be-
fore him. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring Lance Corporal Daniel Swaim. 
May God bless him. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE 
278TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGI-
MENT 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take 
my Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and honor 
the brave men and women who serve 
our country as part of the 278th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment as they re-
turn home to a State and Nation grate-
ful for their service. 

The 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
is one of two armored cavalry regi-
ments still in existence. The 278th is 
known as the Tennessee Cavalry and is 
headquartered in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
The other ACR is part of the regular 
Army. 

The 278th was formed and reorga-
nized on June 21, 1977, from units and 
elements of the 278th Infantry Brigade. 
Additionally, units of the 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions of the 117th Infantry Regi-
ment and several other units of various 
types from the Tennessee Army Na-
tional Guard were added to round out 
this regiment. The regiment’s motto, 
‘‘I Volunteer, Sir,’’ is taken from a 
time in Tennessee’s history that exem-
plifies the attitude of the men and 
women who serve in America’s Armed 
Forces. In 1846, a call went out for 2,800 
volunteers from the State of Tennessee 
to take part in the War with Mexico; 
38,000 Tennesseeans answered the call, 
earning the Tennessee Militia the ever- 
lasting nickname of ‘‘Volunteers.’’ It is 
from this heritage that the 278th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment’s motto, ‘‘I 
Volunteer, Sir,’’ originated. 

This Regimental Shoulder Patch was 
derived using the green color tradition-
ally associated with cavalry and 
armor. The three white stars are adapt-
ed from the Tennessee State flag. The 
blue divisions allude to the Tennessee, 
the Houlston, and the French Broad 
rivers, environs of the regiment. 

In June of 2004, the regiment was 
alerted and mobilized in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom III, the third 
phase of the deployment of U.S. forces 
to Iraq. In November of 2004, they de-
ployed from Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 
This regiment took on a slightly dif-
ferent look for this mobilization. It be-
came referred to as the 278th Regi-
mental Combat Team, from which this 
organization derives a portion of its 
history. Soldiers of the 278th were pri-
marily assigned in the Diy’ Ala prov-
ince northeast of Baghdad near the Ira-
nian border. The regiment replaced the 
30th Heavy Separate Brigade of the 
North Carolina Army National Guard. 

The sheer size and scope of their mis-
sion continues to impress me. Over 
3,000 soldiers from the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard are assigned to this divi-
sion. 

b 1815 

And their mobilization for the war in 
Iraq was the largest in Tennessee his-
tory since World War II. As it was in 
World War II, their aim was to restore 
basic freedoms to a people who had 
been stifled under the oppressive re-
gime of a tyrant dictator, a dictator 
who would torture and kill his own 
people because they were different than 
him, or because they had the audacity 
to express themselves in one form or 
another. 

While in Iraq, the 278th, like all of 
our men and women serving in the Mid-
dle East, played a major role in what 
we all hope to be watershed moments 
in a democratic Iraq’s history. The 
278th provided security for the Iraqi 
people as they participated in their 
first election which took place this 
past January. For this election, the 
troops distributed, picked up, and de-
livered ballots. They again provided 
their support, this time to the Iraqi 
army, during the vote on the new Iraqi 
constitution in October 2005. They also 
helped restore the basic infrastructure 
necessary to get the Iraqi economy on 
its feet and give the Iraqi people a lit-
tle foundation upon which they can 
make the country their own. 

They helped open schools, dig wells, 
improve roads and establish basic serv-
ices, like of electricity, water and sew-
ers. They also helped establish numer-
ous hospitals. Thanks to the renova-
tion and construction of work done by 
the 278th, more than 50 schools were 
ready for classes, nearly 70 water and 
sewer projects were completed, as were 
25 electricity and power projects, 8 
health clinics were established, and 32 
road projects were finished. 

Of course, the most harrowing part of 
their mission was the daily fighting 
with insurgents that they encountered 
in northeastern Iraq. While working to 
suppress insurgency, the 278th con-
ducted 13,000 combat patrols, oversaw 
the destruction of 340 weapon caches of 
bomb-making materials and 275 stock-
piles of unexploded ordinances. 

Additionally, despite constantly 
being under attack, the men and 
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