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were suspended and the resolution was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, on November 17,
| missed the vote on H.R. 500, Recognizing
the 60th anniversary of the disappearance of
the 5 naval Avenger torpedo bombers of Flight
19 and the naval Mariner rescue sent to
search for Flight 19 (#597). | intended to vote
“aye.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to correct the
RECORD. On rollcall no. 597, | was listed as
voting against H. Res. 500. This was an error
and | intended to vote in favor of the resolu-
tion. | would ask that this clarification appear
in the appropriate part of the RECORD.

——————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H.J. Res. 72.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BASS). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

FURTHER  CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR 2006

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to House Resolution 558, I
call up the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
72) making further continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year 2006, and
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 72

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Public Law 109-77 is
amended by striking the date specified in
section 106(3) and inserting the following:
“December 17, 2005”°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 558, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEWIS) and
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to con-
sume much time at all. This is a con-
tinuing resolution that simply includes
a change of date extending our work
through December 17 in order to give
the President and others enough time
to review these conference reports and
other pieces of legislation being sent to
the administration in rapid fire.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 10 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I will not take very
long on this bill either, but I do think
it is important to take note of a few
facts.

At the beginning of this year, it was
made quite clear by the majority that
they desired to finish all appropria-
tions bills on time and that there be no
omnibus appropriations bill lumping
all kinds of disassociated items into
the same package.

We on the minority side of the aisle
have provided procedural cooperation
at virtually every step of the way. We
have provided time limits on debate on
virtually every bill that we were asked
to provide them. Those time limits
were sometimes stringent and they
met with objection from a number of
Members. We provided unanimous con-
sent so that the scheduling of legisla-
tion could be accelerated on numerous
occasions. And despite that fact, today
some 6 weeks into the fiscal year, we
have four bills which are still not fin-
ished. Those bills are the Treasury,
Transportation, HUD bill, the military
quality of life bill, the Labor, Health,
Education and Social Services bill, and
the defense appropriations bill. To-
gether, those four bills, which we have
yvet to complete, represent 78 percent of
appropriated financing for the coming
year.

Why are we still not finished? It is
certainly not because of any failure on
the part of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. The Appropriations Committee
kept to its schedule and every bill was
passed earlier than almost any year
that I can recall. And yet we are here
with so much unfinished business on
the appropriations side of the ledger.

The reason I think is very clear. De-
spite the fact that the White House,
the Senate and the House are all under
control of the majority party, despite
that fact we have reached this delay
and are forced once again to seek an-
other continuing resolution.

The reason that has occurred, in my
view, is because the budget resolution
was so skewed in favor of the ideolog-
ical right within the majority party
caucus that in the end, even a number
of Republican moderates have not
wanted to vote for some of these bills,
most especially in the Senate. And we
find that even Republican committee
chairmen, like Senator SPECTER, have
described one of the bills as being to-
tally inadequate to its responsibilities.

This country is in the middle of
fighting a war. That war has a huge
cost, and yet the Republican majority
is in pursuit of its goal of providing
huge tax cuts, a huge percentage of
which will be put into the pockets of
the most wealthy people in this coun-
try. Their desire to do that has led
them to a willingness to borrow what-
ever it takes in order to put the money
in those pockets and then use the re-
sulting deficit as a reason to cut back
on a number of other bills.
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They use it as a reason to make sig-
nificant cuts in education, in health, in
science, environmental protection and
the rest, and then pretend that the cost
of Katrina is what made them do it,
when, in fact, the cost of tax cuts for
persons in the top 1 percent of income
in this country over the next decade
will cost about 10 times as much as the
cost of Katrina.

So then we are forced because of the
squeeze, we are forced to endure delays,
and we have to bring forward a con-
tinuing resolution such as we are doing
today. And I would point out that after
we have gone through all of this effort,
we, in the end, are probably still going
to be stuck with an omnibus appropria-
tions bill at the end, despite the fact
that the majority party indicated they
were going to move heaven and Earth
in order to avoid such an eventuality.

The game plan apparently is to try to
pass three appropriations bills yet this
week, and then that will leave us in
December with the defense appropria-
tions bill, and evidently the intention
at this point is to attach everything
but the kitchen sink to that bill so
that we will, in effect, have a recreated
omnibus.

It is my understanding that the peo-
ple expect to attach the bird flu appro-
priations, the appropriations for
Katrina supplemental, and every other
special deal that somebody can conjure
up and attach it to the defense bill, and
then hide it behind the skirts of mili-
tary spending.

The betting is that Members will
want to support funding for the troops
and so they will vote for whatever
other garbage is attached to that bill
by way of nongermane items. That, I
think, would be a dysfunctional result,
but that appears to be where we are
headed. It could be avoided if the ma-
jority had chosen to be a little less ide-
ological, if they had chosen to pull the
rubber band just a little less tightly,
and if they had chosen to cross the
aisle and work in a bipartisan fashion
on taxes, on spending, and on other
items that affect the shape and nature
of the budget. We have not seen that,
and so that is why we are here today
with the necessity to pass a continuing
resolution.

I will vote for the continuing resolu-
tion at this point because we need to
keep the government open, but I am
certainly not very pleased with how we
have gotten here.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

The joint resolution is considered
read for amendment and pursuant to
House Resolution 558, the previous
question is ordered.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, and
was read the third time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the joint
resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include tabular and extra-
neous material on the conference re-
port to accompany H.R. 3010.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2006

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 559, I call up the
conference report on the bill (H.R. 3010)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 559, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
November 17, 2005, at page H10383.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA) and
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA).

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today I think we are
going to do a bill that will make us
proud to be Americans. Why do I say
proud to be Americans? Because 1
think this bill, more than any other, il-
lustrates the compassion of the Amer-
ican people. Why do we say that? Let
me give you some examples that are in
this bill and are funded.
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Special education, programs to help
young people that are disabled for
many different reasons. It is a matter
of caring for them.

Centers for Disease Control, an agen-
cy that is in 43 countries around the
world watching out for us. We hear a
lot about avian flu. We worry about
avian flu, but the people that are really
doing this are Americans in the Cen-
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ters for Disease Control team that is
out there in these 43 Nations, ready to
stand by and alert us if it becomes a
greater problem.

Education. The number one challenge
of government today is to educate peo-
ple to compete in the world of tomor-
row. If you read the literature, you find
more and more emphasis on the impor-
tance of education if a nation is to re-
main strong, if a nation is to provide a
standard of living that the people ex-
pect, that we are used to enjoying in
this country. The competition is going
to get tougher in the years ahead. You
only need to read Tom Friedman’s
book ‘“The World is Flat’ in which it is
pointed out how much is happening or
talk to people that have traveled, as is
the case of my State superintendent, to
countries in the Far East, and realize
how much emphasis is being put on
education. We in the United States
need to do the same, and this bill rec-
ognizes that.

Education, going back to Thomas
Jefferson, was designed to give all
Americans through a system of public
education, an equal opportunity to
their future.

Head Start. It is another program
under education where we say to chil-
dren from areas and schools and homes
where they may not get somebody
reading to them, may not have a
chance to get that head start they need
going into the school program. Our au-
thorizing committee, I think, took a
giant step forward on Head Start in au-
thorizing it to become more than just a
welfare program, as was originally en-
visioned, but actually providing that
people that man the Head Start pro-
gram have some experience in edu-
cation, that they do more than teach.
The literature makes it very clear that
education does not start at the first
grade or even for that matter in the pe-
riod ahead of that. It starts early,
early on, and Head Start is another ex-
ample of the compassion of America.

National Institutes of Health. We
fund that in this bill. This is an agency
that 1is researching, finding cures.
Every Member I am sure has had par-
ents in his office with a child with ju-
venile diabetes or with a parent with
Alzheimer’s, pleading with us to do
more in medical research, to find
cures; and this, again, illustrates the
compassion of America. We have more
than doubled the amount of money
going to NIH in the last several years
because we recognize that this is key
to the health of America, to find cures,
to find new ways to address the con-
cerns of the people that all of us have
seen in our office who are pleading
with us to do something.

This bill has 500 programs in it, 500
programs that help Americans, and in
many different ways.

Math and science, I have here a re-
port just put out by a group commis-
sioned by two Senators and two House
Members, and it is entitled ‘‘Rising
Above the Gathering Storm.” Think
about that title: ‘‘Rising Above the
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Gathering Storm.” What is the gath-
ering storm? The gathering storm is
the inability to compete as a Nation,
and the thrust of this report is to rise
above that. Their number one rec-
ommendation is an increase in Amer-
ica’s talent pool by vastly improving
K-12 science and mathematics edu-
cation.

We make that kind of a commitment
in this bill. We do give extra funding
for math and science and recognize
that in the world of tomorrow for our
young people to compete they need to
have that background.

Meals on Wheels, another example of
compassion. If you have talked with
people that work in this program,
mostly volunteers who take out these
meals, that allows seniors to stay in
their homes for a longer period of time,
that allows them to see somebody if
they are living alone maybe once a day
or more often in the week, a wonderful
program in terms of caring about peo-
ple.

Afterschool programs, we fund those,
and those of you who live particularly
in the big cities realize how important
that is. I talked this morning with a
young man that is running an after-
school program in the gentleman from
Pennsylvania’s (Mr. SHERWOOD) dis-
trict, a member of our committee,
where he said how much they can help
people with their afterschool programs.

There are moneys in here to roll out
the prescription drug program because
we have a responsibility in this com-
mittee to provide for the administra-
tion of these programs.

Global AIDS. Global AIDS is in this
bill, $100 million to address, along with
the money in the foreign operations
bill that again is very, very important;
and I think we can be proud to be
Americans.

That is what I said at the outset. I
say it again, that when you look at
what we have funded in this bill, we
have funding in this bill for 280 million
Americans and over many billions of
dollars to address the needs of people,
that addresses things that are very im-
portant in their lives. I urge all the
Members, before you rush to judgment
on this bill, realize that we are in this
bill doing a lot of good things for
American citizens. Maybe it is not as
much as you like, not many bills ever
are as much as people would like that
have a high degree of interest, but
there is a 1ot of good in here.

There is a 1ot in here for special edu-
cation. We increase it. We increase
NIH. More medical research to address
those problems of juvenile diabetes is
an example that you hear about in
your office; more money for education,
Title I.

More money for community health
centers. Any of us who have those in,
and I hope most Members do, realize
how important the community health
centers are to people who have no ac-
cess, who do not have a family doctor.
It helps the hospitals because it means
that people can go to the community
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