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Claire and congratulate him again on this im-
portant milestone in his life. 
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COMMENDING THE FEDERATION 
OF FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN’S 
MENTAL HEALTH 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 18, 2005 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the Federation 
of Families for Children’s Mental Health 
(FFCMH) upon the occasion of their 17th An-
nual Conference. Their conference will be held 
this weekend in Washington, D.C., and will be 
hosted by I Famagu’on-ta, the chapter and 
delegation from Guam. 

The Federation is a national family-run net-
work of community-based organizations dedi-
cated to improving mental health services for 
children through advocacy, training, family 
support, and engagement in the public policy 
process. I commend the Federation for their 
support, service and commitment to children 
with mental health needs and their families 
throughout the United States. 

In January of 2002, Guam advocates for 
families reached out to the Federation for as-
sistance as resources and support for children 
with mental needs and their families in our 
community were largely unavailable on island. 
The association with Guam was born of the 
efforts initiated by Mary-Therese Edgerle, who 
at that time was a concerned parent on Guam. 
Through her vision and dedication, a family or-
ganization for parents whose children experi-
ence serious emotional disturbances or S.E.D. 
was established in the territory. 

Through its former executive director, Bar-
bara Huff, the Federation lent extraordinary 
assistance and key backing to Guam advo-
cates in the early efforts to organize on behalf 
of children with mental health needs. Barbara 
personally saw to it that the Federation grew 
to include membership and organization in 
Guam. As a result of the collaboration be-
tween Guam advocates and Federation lead-
ers, Guam’s families began to learn and un-
derstand their rights and the many possibilities 
and programs that could be developed to help 
their children affected by S.E.D. 

Sandra Spencer, the current Federation ex-
ecutive director, has been equally supportive 
of Guam. Under her direction and guidance, 
Guam has been blessed with ongoing leader-
ship training through Lisa Conlan, the tech-
nical assistance partnership and peer mentor. 
The various board, individualized evaluation 
plan, crises, and family partners train-the-train-
er programs, as well as their technical sup-
port, have provided invaluable expertise and 
assistance to the families and most especially, 
the children of Guam. The Federation staff 
members have given of their time willingly and 
unselfishly, as have other Federation Chap-
ters, to provide Guam with much needed sup-
port, resources and information. In particular, I 
would like to recognize Sue Smith from the 
Parent Support Network in Georgia for her 
steadfast dedication and assistance to the 
Guam Chapter. 

With the benefit of a $180,000 statewide 
Family Network Grant award in October 2002, 
the Guam Chapter successfully identified and 

strengthened local families through early pro-
gram development stages. This work has re-
sulted in a $9.5 million grant. The Child Mental 
Health Initiative Cooperative Agreement with 
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Serv-
ices Administration was entitled Project I 
Famagu’on-ta or ‘‘Our Children,’’ in support of 
children and youth on Guam affected by 
S.E.D. As a result of Federation training, 
Guam Identifies Families Terrific Strengths, 
Inc., or G.I.F.T.S. was awarded tax-exempt 
status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable or-
ganization in October 2005. 

The development and passing of legislation 
in Guam has further helped to shape and cre-
ate a nationally recognized system of care on 
Guam. This legislation has also helped form 
G.I.F.T.S. as a new Federation chapter. It is 
this territorial chapter that is hosting the reg-
istration of the Federation of Families National 
Conference this weekend. The establishment 
of G.I.F.T.S. marks the beginning stage of an 
association providing much needed services to 
children and families on Guam. 

I commend and congratulate the Federation 
of Families for Children’s Mental Health for 
their unselfish devotion, commitment and sup-
port provided to those affected by S.E.D. I fur-
ther express my sincere and heartfelt gratitude 
for their outstanding work in making a dif-
ference in the lives of the families and children 
of Guam and in other communities throughout 
the nation. Through the efforts of the Federa-
tion our nation has the ability to foster healthy 
emotional development for our children in 
need. I wish the Federation a successful and 
productive conference. Dankulo na Si Yu’os 
Ma’ase and thank you. 
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Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to help celebrate two significant an-
niversaries of Rotary International. This year, 
Rotary International celebrated its 100th anni-
versary. From its humble roots in Chicago, Illi-
nois, Rotary has grown into a worldwide orga-
nization of business and professional leaders 
who provide humanitarian service, encourage 
high ethical standards in all vocations, and 
help build goodwill and peace in the world. 
Since 1943, Rotary International has distrib-
uted more than $1.1 billion to combat Polio, 
promote cultural exchanges and encourage 
community service. 

I also want to recognize the Rowlett Rotary 
Club for their 20 years of service to the com-
munity. Throughout its history, the Rowlett Ro-
tary Club has achieved great success in car-
rying out the mission of Rotary International. 

The Rowlett Rotary Club has raised money 
to provide scholarships for local youth. They 
have been involved in local community 
projects, such as a community sleeping bag 
collection to provide over 100 sleeping bags 
for the homeless. They also work with neigh-
borhood organizations like Jonathan’s Place, a 
home for children who are victims of drug and 
alcohol abuse. In addition, they support char-
ities such as Equest, New Beginning’s Center, 
and Rowlett Needy Children’s Fund. 

Through these initiatives, the Rowlett Rotary 
Club exemplifies the values of service and 
charity that lie at the heart of American soci-
ety. As the Congressional representative of 
the members of this outstanding organization, 
it is my distinct pleasure to honor them today 
in the United States House of Representa-
tives. 
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HONORING RETIRING ERIE COUN-
TY LEGISLATOR STEVEN P. 
McCARVILLE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 18, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the service of a public official with more 
than fourteen years of continuous service as a 
elected official. I rise to honor the distin-
guished service of my friend, Erie County Leg-
islator Steve McCarville. 

Steve McCarville is a lifelong resident of the 
town of Orchard Park, and began his public 
service as a member of the Orchard Park Vil-
lage Board in 1991. Serving as Village Trustee 
from 1991 to 1997, Steve was part of a village 
team, including then-fellow trustee and current 
New York State Supreme Court Justice John 
Curran, that oversaw a transformation in the 
village of Orchard Park into what we see 
today—a vibrant, bustling village environment 
in one of Erie County’s most successful subur-
ban towns. 

In 1997, Steve won election to the Orchard 
Park Town Board, a position he held until his 
appointment to a vacant 13th District seat in 
the Erie County Legislature. In 2001, Steve 
was appointed to serve the balance of a two 
year term and was later elected in his own 
right to represent the 13th district, which en-
compasses the towns of Aurora, Colden, Col-
lins, Concord, and Orchard Park. 

In the Legislature, Steve’s work has been 
marked by a strong deliver of constituent serv-
ices. In addition, he has secured funding for 
vital county road repairs in his district, opened 
the first Satellite Office in the town of Boston, 
and has worked to revitalize the Emery Park 
Inn. 

Steve McCarville and I have an interesting 
past, in that he was my first opponent for a 
seat in the New York State Assembly in 1998. 
Although it was a tough and hardfought con-
test, it speaks well of Steve’s character and in-
tegrity that we were able to resume our friend-
ship at the end of that contest. Politics is poli-
tics, Mr. Speaker, but I am pleased to know 
that in the area of serving the public and the 
people who elected us to our respective of-
fices, Steve McCarville and I were able to 
work cooperatively and effectively. We 
checked our politics at the door, and the pub-
lic was better served for it. 

Steve has at all times, expressed a sincere 
and steadfast intention to effectively represent 
the residents and taxpayers of Erie County in 
general and of his district in particular. He has 
served well, Mr. Speaker, and I am honored 
and privileged to call the House’s attention to 
that service here today, and am grateful to 
have this opportunity to honor him. 
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