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be taking a strong stance in support of toler-
ance. Instead, it is funding entities that support
anti-Israel propaganda; it has dedicated over
half of its emergency special sessions to
Israel; and it continues to single out Israel for
human rights violations in both the annual
meetings of the UN Commission on Human
Rights and in thirty percent of the resolutions
voted on by the UN General Assembly each
year.

Let me be clear—there have been some im-
provements, such as the election of Israel’s
Ambassador to the vice presidency of the 60th
General Assembly. And yet Israel still remains
the only member nation that has been denied
admission to its regional grouping.

In 1948, the United Nations established the
State of Israel as a homeland and refuge for
Jewish people around the world. It is shameful
that 57 years later, anti-Semitism has not
gone away but is on the rise.

The United Nations Charter calls for its
members to practice tolerance and live to-
gether in peace as good neighbors. Yet the
UN’s unbalanced approach toward the situa-
tion in the Middle East in general, and toward
Israel in particular, risks undermining this foun-
dation.

The United Nations should be a bastion of
equal rights, equal voices, equal treatment
and, when necessary, equal condemnation. If
it cannot be an impartial judge of cir-
cumstances, the UN risks losing its credibility
in the Middle East and undermining any future
peace process.

| join my colleagues in supporting this bill to
call on the United Nations to stop unfairly cas-
tigating Israel, and to support fair and equal
treatment of all member nations.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
this resolution offers support for our closest
ally, Israel, and calls upon member states of
the United Nations to stop supporting resolu-
tions that unfairly criticize Israel.

Israel is the only member-state in the UN
that is prevented from belonging to the re-
gional grouping which it geographically be-
longs in and is, therefore, prevented from par-
ticipating in much of the ordinary work of the
UN. lIsrael cannot vote for or be elected to
many of the UN’s central organizations. Just
as troubling as being denied full membership,
however, is the disproportionate number of
resolutions passed in the UN that unfairly criti-
cize Israel.

Anti-Israel resolutions are often adopted in
agencies, and on issues which have no rel-
evance to the work or mandate of these orga-
nizations. Additionally, the Commission on
Human Rights routinely adopts a grossly dis-
proportionate number of resolutions con-
cerning Israel. Of all condemnations of this
agency, 26 percent refer to Israel alone, while
states such as Syria and Libya are rarely criti-
cized.

Another egregious example of bias against
Israel is the fact that the UN has repeatedly
held Emergency Special Sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly on lIsraeli construction in Jeru-
salem. The Emergency Special Session was
originally conceived in 1950 for emergencies
like the Korean War, however in the last two
decades, these special meetings have only
been held regarding Israel. Emergency Spe-
cial Sessions were not convened over the
genocide in Rwanda, ethnic cleansing in the
former Yugoslavia, or with regard to the other
major world conflicts.
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Since joining the United Nations on May 11,
1949, Israel has been singled out time and
again for disproportionate criticism, underrep-
resented on important committees, denied full
membership in regional groupings and con-
stantly attacked by a bloc of Arab states and
their supporters.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in voting in favor of this resolution to once
again reaffirm our support for Israel, and to
urge members of the UN to stop supporting
resolutions that unfairly criticize Israel and pre-
vent Israel from fully participating in the UN.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, we have
no additional requests for time, and we
yield back the balance of our time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
also have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ADERHOLT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 438, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———
HONORING THE LIFE, LEGACY,
AND EXAMPLE OF ISRAELI
PRIME MINISTER YITZHAK

RABIN ON THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HIS DEATH

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 535) honoring
the life, legacy, and example of Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the
tenth anniversary of his death.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 535

Whereas Yitzhak Rabin was born March 1,
1922, in Jerusalem;

Whereas Yitzhak Rabin volunteered for the
Palmach, the elite unit of the Haganah
(predecessor of the Israeli Defense Forces),
and served for 27 years, including during the
1948 War of Independence, the 1956 Suez War,
and as Chief of Staff in the June 1967 Six Day
War;

Whereas in 1975, Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin signed the interim agreement with
Egypt (Sinai II) which laid the groundwork
for the 1979 Camp David Peace Treaty be-
tween Israel and Egypt;

Whereas Yitzhak Rabin served as Ambas-
sador to the United States from 1968-1973,
Minister of Defense from 1984-1990, and
Prime Minister from 1974-1977 and from 1992
until his assassination in 1995;

Whereas on September 13, 1993, in Wash-
ington, D.C., Yitzhak Rabin signed the Dec-
laration of Principles framework agreement
between Israel and the Palestinians;

Whereas upon the signing of the Declara-
tion of Principles, Yitzhak Rabin said to the
Palestinian people: “We say to you today in
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a loud and clear voice: Enough of blood and
tears. Enough! We harbor no hatred toward
you. We have no desire for revenge. We, like
you, are people who want to build a home,
plant a tree, love, live side by side with
you—in dignity, empathy, as human beings,
as free men.”’;

Whereas Yitzhak Rabin received the 1994
Nobel Prize for Peace for his vision and brav-
ery as a peacemaker, saying at the time:
“There is only one radical means of sancti-
fying human lives. Not armored plating, or
tanks, or planes, or concrete fortifications.
The one radical solution is peace.’’;

Whereas on October 26, 1994, Yitzhak Rabin
and King Hussein of Jordan signed a peace
treaty between Israel and Jordan;

Whereas on November 4, 1995, Yitzhak
Rabin was brutally assassinated after at-
tending a peace rally in Tel Aviv where his
last words were: ‘I have always believed that
the majority of the people want peace, are
prepared to take risks for peace . .. Peace is
what the Jewish People aspire to.”’; and

Whereas Yitzhak Rabin dedicated his life
to the cause of peace and security for the
state of Israel by defending his nation
against all threats, including terrorism and
undertaking courageous risks in the pursuit
of peace: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the historic role of Yitzhak
Rabin for his distinguished service to the
Israeli people and extends its deepest sym-
pathy and condolences to the family of
Yitzhak Rabin and the people of Israel on
the tenth anniversary of his death;

(2) recognizes and reiterates its continued
support for the close ties and special rela-
tionship between the United States and
Israel;

(3) expresses its admiration for Yitzhak
Rabin’s legacy and reaffirms its commit-
ment to the process of building a just and
lasting peace between Israel and its neigh-
bors;

(4) condemns any and all acts of terrorism;
and

(5) reaffirms unequivocally the sacred prin-
ciple that democratic leaders and govern-
ments must be changed only by the demo-
cratically-expressed will of the people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 535,
honoring the life, the legacy and the
example of Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin.

I commend the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ENGEL) for introducing this
resolution. I would also like to thank
the leadership, along with Chairman
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HYDE and Ranking Member LANTOS of
the House International Relations
Committee for helping to bring this

important resolution to the floor
today.
Mr. Speaker, on November 4, 1995,

Prime Minister Rabin was tragically
assassinated at a peace rally in Kings
of Israel Square in Tel Aviv, Israel.

Moments before his death, Rabin said
the following to tens of thousands of
Israelis: ‘‘Peace entails difficulties,
even pain. Israel knows no path devoid
of pain. But the path of peace is pref-
erable to the path of war.”

Prime Minister Rabin symbolized the
complexities of Israeli society. He
fought in the war of independence,
which established the State of Israel in
1948, and spent much of his professional
life in the battlefield defending the
State of Israel militarily.

However, his contributions to the
greater battle for Israel’s security
through a negotiated solution is what
the people of Israel, the Palestinians
and, indeed, the rest of the world re-
member most 10 years after he uttered
his last words of hope and peace in 1995.

Under Prime Minister Rabin’s leader-
ship, Israel signed a Declaration of
Principles Framework Agreement with
the Palestinians in 1993 and a peace
treaty with Jordan a year later.

In 1994, Rabin received the Nobel
Peace Prize, saying the following about
making peace with the Palestinians at
the time: ‘“‘Mistakes could topple the
whole structure and bring disaster
down upon us despite the toll of mur-
derous terrorism, despite fanatic and
scheming enemies. We will pursue the
course of peace with determination and
fortitude. We will not let up. We will
not give in. Peace will triumph over all
our enemies, because the alternative is
grim for us all.”

Prime Minister Rabin paid the ulti-
mate price for peace; and after his
death, his beloved wife, Leah Rabin,
carried on her husband’s message.
After Mrs. Rabin’s passing from lung
cancer, her daughter Dalia Rabin is
leading her father’s mission for hope
and peace. This resolution is also a tes-
tament to their hard work and com-
mitment to the ideals of their father
and husband, Yitzhak Rabin.

Thanks to the generosity of so many
people, Mr. Rabin’s legacy will perma-
nently be commemorated in the State
of Israel through the opening of the
Yitzhak Rabin Center for Israel Stud-
ies.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
passage of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I rise in strong support of this res-
olution.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before
the House today honors the memory of
one of the 20th century’s most remark-
able leaders.

It has now been more than a decade
since Yitzhak Rabin was laid to rest.
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Just 3 weeks ago, it was my great
honor to represent the Congress at the
official remembrance ceremony for
Prime Minister Rabin at his grave on
Mount Herzl in Jerusalem. It was a
deeply emotional event and a spell-
binding experience.

Rabin was eulogized by many, but
none spoke more eloquently and with
more feeling than former President
Bill Clinton and our current Secretary
of State, Dr. Condoleezza Rice.

As is the custom in Israel, I placed
rocks on the graves of both Yitzhak
Rabin and his wife, Leah, who were
friends of mine and my wife, Annette,
as well.

I was privileged to attend the open-
ing of the Yitzhak Rabin Center for
Israeli Studies housed in Tel Aviv in a
building designed by the incredibly tal-
ented architect Moshe Safdie. Through
exhibits, seminars and scholarship, it
will serve as an appropriate and perma-
nent memorial to the late, great Prime
Minister.

Many of us in this Chamber remem-
ber where we were and what we were
doing and the devastation we felt on
November 4, 1995, as if the tragedy had
happened just moments ago. I was
reading a book about Abraham Lin-
coln, the first American President to
be assassinated. I remember telling my
wife that despite all their difficulties,
troubles and turmoil, the Israelis at
least escaped seeing their leaders as-
sassinated; and an hour later, the tele-
vision reported that Rabin had just
been shot to death.

0 1630

Rabin’s life was more majestic than
the moment of his murder was hor-
rible, powerful as the memory of that
moment is. His life was rich with leg-
endary achievements and, as befits the
first native-born Israeli to lead his Na-
tion, his life was also rich with sym-
bolism:

He played a key role in Israel’s War
of Independence, and he was critical, of
course, to Israel’s historic success in
the Six-Day War. As Ambassador to
the United States, he helped lay the
groundwork of U.S. support for Israel
in the Yom Kippur War. His honest,
piercing insights and sometimes gruff
style seemed to epitomize a Nation re-
nowned both for brilliance and direct-
ness.

In his last years, at times he publicly
reflected on the meaning of peace and
war and life and death. And, when he
did so, he surprised many of us by re-
vealing in a gravelly voice and in in-
congruously defined tones, a soul seem-
ingly forged by the psalmists and the
profits.

His story has been told and retold
many times and is familiar to most of
us. As a youth, he turned down a Brit-
ish mandate scholarship that would
have allowed him to study hydraulic
engineering at Berkeley, my alma
mater, and perhaps pursue a life of
more conventional success. Instead, he
anchored his life to serving his people
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and his homeland. He became a war-
rior, a strategist, a politician, a dip-
lomat, a statesman, and a peacemaker.
He became a general, a chief of staff,
an ambassador, a defense minister, and
a prime minister.

My wife, Annette, and I were privi-
leged to know him in all of his various
roles. We knew him and his wife Leah
well, and we loved them dearly. Rabin
was already a giant of Israeli history
when he initiated the period of intense
peacemaking that began with the Oslo
agreement. For all his many legendary
accomplishments, it is that period that
dominates our memory of him, in part
because it contrasted so sharply with
the military glories of his past and be-
cause he was cruelly and tragically
forced to exit the scene before he found
out if his labors for peace would bear
fruit.

President Clinton has said that there
undoubtedly would have been peace
had Rabin lived. I am not so sure. But
we will never know for certain. It is
more than possible that Rabin’s best
efforts would have been thwarted by
the devious and malevolent Arafat,
just as the best efforts of Rabin’s suc-
cessors were.

But I do know this, Mr. Speaker.
Rabin would have signed a final peace
agreement only if he were absolutely
convinced that it would enhance the
security of the democratic State of
Israel. The one final peace agreement
he did sign, the treaty with Jordan, is
today the sturdiest of all Israel’s var-
ious agreements with Arab States, and
Yitzhak was a peacemaker with a spine
of steel.

To me, one aspect of Rabin’s life
stands out above all others. He was a
leader. Shimon Peres said it well of
Prime Minister Rabin at his funeral,
calling him ‘‘a rare leader, capable of
uprooting mountains and blazing
trails, of designating a goal and achiev-
ing it.”

Many qualities contributed to his su-
preme leadership skills, not least his
thorough identification with his peo-
ple, their aspirations, their anguish,
and their sorrows. But his extra dimen-
sion, what made him a special leader, a
giant among giants, was his remark-
able intellect and his capacity for in-
tellectual growth. As he aged, his mind
seemed to grow ever more keen and
supple. When he signed the agreement
with Arafat in 1993, he explained it in
part by saying that the Iraqi missiles
that rained down on Tel Aviv con-
vinced him that territory alone would
not bring security, and that the
intifada of 1987 had convinced him that
Israel could never forever rule angry
and hostile people.

When he embraced peace, Rabin im-
plicitly created an operational para-
digm for a two-state solution, subse-
quently adopted by our own govern-
ment, a paradigm that remains at the
heart of all realistic visions of peace
today, a paradigm that has been em-
braced and elaborated upon by some of
his fiercest critics.



December 6, 2005

Above all, Rabin believed passion-
ately in democracy and its values. In
his final speech, at the peace rally in
Tel Aviv, and President Clinton and
Condoleezza Rice and several of us, sev-
eral tens of thousands of us attended a
similar rally at the same place 3 weeks
ago, his final speech indicated that he
was aware of foreboding intelligence
reports because he warned, and I quote,
“‘violence undermines the very founda-
tions of democracy. Controversies may
arise in democracy, but the decision
must be reached through Democratic
elections.” Moments later, he became a
martyr to a gunshot.

Today, 10 years after the tragedy, we
look at Rabin even with the clear-
headedness that was his own hallmark,
and we recognize him as one of the
towering figures of our lifetime. We
miss him, but we are guided by his
multiple legacy of courage and wisdom
and belief in the unflagging importance
of U.S.-Israeli friendship and his inter-
twined commitment to security and
peace.

It is very appropriate that our body
honor the memory of one of our great
late friends, Mr. Speaker. I strongly
support this legislation, and I urge all
of my colleagues to do so.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL).

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time, and I rise in strong support of H.
Res. 535, which honors Yitzhak Rabin
on the 10th anniversary of his assas-
sination. I am honored to be the spon-
sor of this resolution, and I would like
to thank my colleagues on the Inter-
national Relations Committee for their
assistance and support of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, as was mentioned by
my colleagues, November 4th marked
the 10th anniversary of the brutal as-
sassination of Yitzhak Rabin, a warrior
turned peacemaker. In a recent na-
tional poll, Israelis ranked Rabin’s as-
sassination as the third most formative
event in the Nation’s history, after the
1967 and 1973 wars. Rabin’s impact in
life was tremendous and his loss to the
world is incalculable.

I remember attending his funeral in
Israel with many Members of this body
and the other body as well, and many
leaders, international leaders, and
leaders of other nations. Who can for-
get the moving eulogy by then Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, who, among other
things, said about Mr. Rabin, ‘‘shalom

chaver,” which  means “‘goodbye
friend.”
Mr. Speaker, my legislation high-

lights the legacy of the man. The He-
brew word for the anniversary of a
death is Yizkor, which simply means
remember. While mourning his loss, we
must also celebrate his life.

Yitzhak Rabin dedicated his life to
the cause of peace and security for the
State of Israel by defending his nation
against all threats, including ter-
rorism, and undertaking courageous
risks in the pursuit of peace. By adopt-
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ing this resolution, Congress will honor
the life, legacy, and example of former
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

This resolution expresses our admira-
tion for Mr. Rabin’s legacy and recog-
nizes his historic service to the Israeli
people, while extending our deepest
sympathy and condolences to his fam-
ily and the people of Israel. It also reit-
erates our continued support for the
close ties and special relationship be-
tween the United States and Israel and
the building of a just and lasting peace
between Israel and all of its neighbors.

We also condemn any and all acts of
terrorism, including one that happened
just the other day in Netanya, and re-
affirm unequivocally the sacred prin-
ciple that democratic leaders and gov-
ernments must be changed only by the
democratically expressed will of the
people.

Rabin was the first Sabra, a native-
born Israeli, to become prime minister.
He was born in Jerusalem and later
volunteered for the Palmach, the elite
unit of the Haganah, the predecessor of
the Israeli Defense Forces. He served
for 27 years, including during the 1948
War of Independence, the 1956 Suez
War, and as Chief of Staff in the June
1967 Six-Day War. In 1975, Prime Min-
ister Rabin signed the Interim Agree-
ment with Egypt, which lay the
groundwork for the 1979 Camp David
Peace Treaty between Israel and
Egypt. He also served as ambassador
here in Washington, ambassador to the
U.S., from 1968 to 1973, Minister of De-
fense from 1984 to 1990, and Prime Min-
ister from 1974 to 1977 and from 1992
until his assassination in 1995.

On September 13, 1993, in Wash-
ington, D.C., Yitzhak Rabin signed the
Declaration of Principles framework
agreement between Israel and the Pal-
estinians. I remember it well. I at-
tended with my wife, who was then 7
months pregnant, and it had to be 95
degrees in Washington, but we sat on
the White House lawn and watched the
historic ceremony because we wanted
to be a part of it. Upon signing, Rabin
said to the Palestinian people, ‘“We say
to you today in a loud and clear voice,
enough of blood and tears. Enough. We
harbor no hatred toward you. We have
no desire for revenge. We, like you, are
people who want to build a home, plant
a tree, love, live side-by-side with you,
in dignity, empathy, as humans beings,
as free men.”

He received the 1994 Nobel Prize For
Peace for his vision and bravery as a
peacemaker. The following year, as was
pointed out, Rabin and King Hussein of
Jordan signed a peace treaty between
their countries, and we know about the
tragic assassination. And as was stated
before, his last words were, ‘I have al-
ways believed that the majority of the
people want peace, are prepared to take
risks for peace, peace is what the Jew-
ish people aspire to.”

Mr. Speaker, 10 years ago, Israel and
the world lost a leader of vision and
strength. Former Prime Minister
Rabin epitomized the essence of the
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State of Israel, fierce in his defense of
his homeland, but always willing to go
the extra mile for peace. As we remem-
ber him on the tenth anniversary of his
death, let us express the hope that
Israel and its neighbors will someday
experience this peace that he worked
so hard to achieve. I urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution
535.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
commend my friend from New York for
drafting this most important resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I have no additional re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
also commend my good friend from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) for this resolu-
tion.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of this proposed legislation,
“Honoring the life, legacy, and example of
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the
tenth anniversary of his death.”

Perhaps no man in Israel's short history as
a state has been more influential on the coun-
try as Yitzhak Rabin. The story of Rabin’s life
mirrors the conflicting nature of his county,
fiercely wielding the sword of war when nec-
essary in one hand, while extending the olive
branch of peace in the other. Few will be con-
sidered to have been more dedicated to the
peace and security of his country than was
Yitzhak Rabin.

As a young man, Rabin’s character was
hardened by war. He joined the army at 18
years old, before it was named the Israeli De-
fense Force, before the state of Israel existed.
He would serve in the military for 27 years,
fighting in the 1948 War of Independence,
1956 Suez War, and, after rising to the rank
of Chief of Staff, commanded the Israeli De-
fense Force in the Six Day War of 1964.
Shortly after leading his troops to a stunning,
decisive victory in that historical war, Rabin re-
tired from the military to become a diplomat
and politician, perhaps suggesting that peace
was more effectively sought through diplo-
macy than through war.

Rabin, who spent a majority of his life as an
instrument of war, shifted gears and dedicated
the rest of his life to the peace process.
Among his major accomplishments were, as
Prime Minister, orchestrating the signing of the
interim peace agreement between Israel and
Egypt, which laid the groundwork for the 1979
Camp David Peace Treaty between the two
countries. Fifteen years later, in his second
term of service as Prime Minister, he would
sign a peace treaty between Israel and Jor-
dan. It is remarkable in retrospect that Rabin,
who as a young man fought several wars
against Egypt and Jordan, would be such an
outspoken and instrumental figure in working
towards peace with Israel’s Arab neighbors.

Yitzhak Rabin’s life was prematurely taken
from him on November 4, 1995, when he was
murdered at a peace rally in King David
Square. Many today suggest that if Rabin had
never been murdered, his vision of peace for
the Middle East may have come to fruition.
Despite his great military career, Yitzhak
Rabin is remembered as a champion of
peace.

| urge my colleagues to honor the distin-
guished life and legacy of Yitzhak Rabin by
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voting for this legislation. A decade has
passed since Yitzhak Rabin was murdered; |
pray another decade need not pass before his
lifelong goal of peace in the Middle East is re-
alized.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of this resolution hon-
oring the life and legacy of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin.

It has been 10 years, November 4, 1995,
since Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by a
gunman in central Tel Aviv after attending a
rally, however, Mr. Rabin’s service to the
Israeli people and work to promote peace with
Israel’s neighbors is still present today.

At the age of 19 Mr. Rabin joined the Israeli
Army where he served for 27 years, culmi-
nating his military career as I.D.F. Chief of
Staff. After retiring from I.D.F. service on Jan-
uary 1, 1968, he was appointed Israeli Ambas-
sador to the United States.

Mr. Rabin returned to Jerusalem in early
1973, and became active in the Israel Labor
Party. In the December 1973 elections, he
was elected to the Knesset, and when Golda
Meir formed her government in April 1974, he
was appointed Minister of Labor. This govern-
ment resigned shortly afterwards, and on June
2, 1974, the Knesset voted confidence in a
new government headed by Yitzhak Rabin. As
Prime Minister, Mr. Rabin placed a special
emphasis on improving the economy, solving
social problems, and strengthening the 1.D.F.

Following the Labor Party’s defeat in the
May 1977 elections, Mr. Rabin served as a
member of Knesset in the opposition, until the
formation of the National Unity Government in
September 1984. He then served as Minister
of Defense in the National Unity Government
from September 1984 to March 1990.

From March 15, 1990, to June 23, 1992, Mr.
Rabin served again in the Knesset in the op-
position. Before the 1992 elections, the Israel
Labor Party held its first nationwide primaries.
Mr. Rabin was elected chairman of the party
in February 1992, and in the June 1992 na-
tional elections he was elected Prime Minister.

On September 13, 1993, Mr. Rabin and
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat signed the Dec-
laration of Principles in Washington, DC, out-
lining the proposed interim self-government ar-
rangements. The “GazaJericho First” agree-
ment, signed in Cairo on May 4, 1994, ad-
dressed the implementation of the first stage
of the Declaration of Principles. Following the
progress in the negotiations with the Palestin-
ians, Mr. Rabin received the 1994 Nobel
Peace Prize for his work.

| had the opportunity to meet Prime Minister
Rabin and value his memory. Mr. Rabin was
an extraordinary man, and not enough can be
said about his commitment to the Israeli peo-
ple, his country, and regional peace. Mr.
Speaker, | strongly urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H. Res. 535 to honor the leg-
acy and life work of Mr. Rabin.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H.R. 538. On
the 10-year anniversary of his death, | believe
that it is important to think back and honor the
life of Yitzhak Rabin, for he was a great figure
in the pursuit of worldwide peace and stability
in the Middle East. During his two terms as
Prime Minister of Israel, Rabin attempted to
work and negotiate with then Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization leader Yassar Arafat to
bring about a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict.
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Rabin’s service to the nation of Israel began
with his work in the Israeli Defense Forces.
Rabin rose to the position of Chief of Staff,
and under his command, Israel was able to
successfully defend itself against its neigh-
boring states during the Six-Day War. Fol-
lowing his retirement from the IDF, in 1968
Rabin was chosen to serve as ambassador to
the United States. In 1973 he was elected to
the Knesset. Only one year later, Rabin was
chosen to be the leader of the labor party,
eventually being elected Prime Minister of
Israel. During the early 1990s, in Rabin’s sec-
ond run as Prime Minister, he made it a pri-
ority to solve the Palestinian conflict. His tire-
less efforts on that behalf led to the Oslo Ac-
cord. For his efforts Rabin was awarded the
Noble Peace Prize.

As we all know, Prime Minister Rabin was
murdered in Tel Aviv by a citizen who did not
support his efforts towards achieving peace. |
had the opportunity, along with President Clin-
ton and several other Members of Congress,
to attend his funeral in Israel. It was one of the
most deeply moving ceremonies to which |
have ever been.

We remember Yitzhak Rabin today as a
great man who worked his whole life to protect
and strengthen the free state that is Israel. His
memory inspires us to continue the progress
for global peace. It is crucial that his memory
and influence is not forgotten a decade after
his tragic assassination.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Res. 535, and appreciate this opportunity
to honor the life, legacy, and example of
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the
tenth anniversary of his death.

My first trip to Israel was to attend Mr.
Rabin’s funeral. During my most recent trip to
Israel | joined with thousands of Israelis and
other international guests in a moving tribute
to his distinguished life.

Yitzhak Rabin said that, “politicians are
elected by adults to represent the children.” In
my eyes, Rabin was a man that politicians
could look up to for his tremendous valor and
courage. During the peace rally in Tel Aviv
where he was brutally assassinated his last
words were: “l have always believed that the
majority of the people want peace, are pre-
pared to take risks for peace. Peace is what
the Jewish People aspire to.”

Mr. Rabin served in war and was a man of
peace. His death was a tremendous loss for
Israel and the whole world. | urge all my col-
leagues to support this resolution honoring his
life and legacy.

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Res. 535, hon-
oring the life, legacy, and example of Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the tenth an-
niversary of his death. Mr. Rabin dedicated
himself to peace and worked to ensure a last-
ing peace between the Israelis and Palestin-
ians. Today we honor his legacy and, by doing
so, commit ourselves once again to building a
lasting peace in this still volatile region.

Mr. Rabin led a distinguished life dedicated
to his people. He served in the lIsraeli army,
as Ambassador to the United States, as the
Minister of Defense, and as the Prime Min-
ister. As Prime Minister, Rabin was instru-
mental in the signing of an interim agreement
with Egypt in 1979 and the Declaration of
Principles framework agreement between the
Israelis and Palestinians in 1993.

For his efforts, Mr. Rabin was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1994. At that time he
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stated, “there is only one radical means of
sanctifying human lives. Not armored plating,
or tanks, or planes, or concrete fortifications.
The one radical solution is peace.”

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ADERHOLT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 535.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

——————

MOURNING LOSS OF LIFE CAUSED
BY FLOODS AND MUDSLIDES IN
OCTOBER 2005 IN CENTRAL
AMERICA AND MEXICO

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
280) mourning the horrific loss of life
caused by the floods and mudslides
that occurred in October 2005 in Cen-
tral America and Mexico and express-
ing the sense of Congress that the
United States should do everything
possible to assist the affected people
and communities, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 280

Whereas on October 4, 2005, Hurricane Stan
made landfall on Mexico’s Gulf coast, bring-
ing sustained winds of 80 miles per hour be-
fore weakening to a tropical storm and gen-
erating separate storms across southern
Mexico and Central America;

Whereas Hurricane Wilma, a category four
hurricane, made landfall in Cozumel, Mexico
on October 22, 2005, and stalled over the Yu-
catan Peninsula bringing over 60 inches of
rain to some parts of the Peninsula and caus-
ing severe flooding, over 75,000 evacuations,
damaging between 30-40 percent of the
houses in Cancun, and causing severe dam-
age to the area’s vital tourism industry;

Whereas Hurricane Beta made landfall on
October 30, 2005, near Karabal and Sandy
Bay, Nicaragua, as a category two hurricane,
displacing thousands of people, damaging
critical communications and transportation
infrastructure, and bringing destructive
winds and rains to these and approximately
50 other communities;

Whereas the heavy rainfall associated with
these storms caused widespread and severe
flooding that has affected millions of people
across Central America, including the people
of Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Guatemala,
and the people of Mexico;

Whereas, as of October 12, 2005, the flood-
ing had killed an estimated 2,000 people
across Central America and Mexico, accord-
ing to government estimates which are ex-
pected to be revised upwards;

Whereas rains have produced more than 900
landslides, burying entire villages and caus-
ing numerous deaths in Guatemala, with of-
ficial government estimates confirming 654
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