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pumping and treatment of groundwater from
the Project shall be deemed equivalent to
the first use of water from a water storage
project. There shall be no repayment obliga-
tion under this section for water delivered to
the District under a contract as provided in
section 4(c).

(b) MODIFICATION OF RIGHTS AND OBLIGA-
TION BY AGREEMENT.—The rights and obliga-
tions of the United States and the District
regarding the repayment obligation of the
District may be modified by an agreement
between the parties.

SEC. 6. TRANSFER OF CARE, OPERATION, AND
MAINTENANCE.

The Secretary may transfer to the Dis-
trict, or a mutually agreed upon third party,
the care, operation, and maintenance of the
Project under conditions satisfactory to the
Secretary and the District, and with respect
to the portion of the Project that is located
within the boundaries of Camp Pendleton,
satisfactory also to the Secretary of the
Navy. If such a transfer takes place, the Dis-
trict shall be entitled to an equitable credit
for the costs associated with the Secretary’s
proportionate share of the operation and
maintenance of the Project. The amount of
such costs shall be applied against the in-
debtedness of the District to the United
States.

SEC. 7. SCOPE OF ACT.

For the purpose of this Act, the basis,
measure, and limit of all rights of the United
States pertaining to the use of water shall be
the laws of the State of California. That
nothing in this Act shall be construed—

(1) as a grant or a relinquishment by the
United States of any rights to the use of
water that it acquired according to the laws
of the State of California, either as a result
of its acquisition of the lands comprising
Camp Joseph H. Pendleton and adjoining
naval installations, and the rights to the use
of water as a part of that acquisition, or
through actual use or prescription or both
since the date of that acquisition, if any;

(2) to create any legal obligation to store
any water in the Project, to the use of which
the United States has such rights;

(3) to constitute a recognition of, or an ad-
mission that, the District has any rights to
the use of water in the Santa Margarita
River, which rights, if any, exist only by vir-
tue of the laws of the State of California; or

(4) to require the division under this Act of
water to which the United States has such
rights.

SEC. 8. LIMITATIONS ON OPERATION AND ADMIN-
ISTRATION.

Unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary
of the Navy, the Project—

(1) shall be operated in a manner which al-
lows the free passage of all of the water to
the use of which the United States is enti-
tled according to the laws of the State of
California either as a result of its acquisition
of the lands comprising Camp Joseph H. Pen-
dleton and adjoining naval installations, and
the rights to the use of water as a part of
those acquisitions, or through actual use or
prescription, or both, since the date of that
acquisition, if any; and

(2) shall not be administered or operated in
any way which will impair or deplete the
quantities of water the use of which the
United States would be entitled under the
laws of the State of California had the
Project not been built.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury of the United
States not otherwise appropriated, the fol-
lowing:

(1) $60,000,000 (the current estimated con-
struction cost of the Project, plus or minus
such amounts as may be indicated by the en-
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gineering cost indices for this type of con-
struction); and

(2) such sums as may be required to oper-
ate and maintain the said project.

SEC. 10. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act and periodically
thereafter, the Secretary and the Secretary
of the Navy shall each report to the Congress
regarding if the conditions specified in sec-
tion 2(b) have been met and if so, the details
of how they were met.

SEC. 11. SUNSET.

The authority of the Secretary to complete
construction of the Project shall terminate
10 years after the date of enactment of this
Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Mrs. DRAKE) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 125, introduced by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISsA), au-
thorizes the construction of a ground
water recharge and pumping project in
the lower Santa Margarita River Basin
in Southern California. If constructed,
the project could provide much-needed
water to the local water utility district
and to Camp Pendleton Marine Corps
base for its military training needs.

This project would augment the local
water district’s water supply, would re-
lieve future additional demands for
costly and limited imported water sup-
plies, and would set aside and preserve
valuable environmental habitat. This
project is an excellent example of local
and Federal agencies working together
to secure safe and dependable water
supplies for future generations.

This bill is good for water consumers
and good for our marines. I urge my
colleagues to support this important
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. H.R. 125 would authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to participate
in the design, planning, and construc-
tion of the Santa Margarita Conjunc-
tive Use Water Project in San Diego
County in California. The project
would provide water for irrigation, mu-
nicipal, domestic, military, and other
uses.

Mr. Speaker, we have reviewed the
legislation and have no objection. A
similar bill passed in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the 108th Congress.

December 13, 2005

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
House Resources committee Chairman
PomBO and Ranking Member RAHALL for al-
lowing this bill to come to the floor today. |
would also like to thank the Resources com-
mittee staff for all of their hard work on this
bill.

The Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use
Project, authorized by this bill will provide
safe, reliable, drought-and earthquake-proof
water supply for more than 35,000 families. It
will provide for enhanced recharge and recov-
ery from the underground basin on Camp
Pendleton to provide a constant water supply
for both Camp Pendleton and the Fallbrook
Public Utility District.

While this bill passed the House in the sec-
ond session of the 108th Congress it ended
up running out of time in the other body. | am
hopeful that this time around we will see quick
movement of this legislation.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs.
DRAKE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 125, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
REMOVING CERTAIN RESTRIC-
TIONS REGARDING MAMMOTH

COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT,
CALIFORNIA

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 853) to remove certain restric-
tions on the Mammoth Community
Water District’s ability to use certain
property acquired by that District
from the United States.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 853

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REMOVAL OF CERTAIN RESTRIC-
TIONS ON PROPERTY.

Notwithstanding Public Law 90-171 (16
U.S.C. 484a; 81 Stat. 531), the approximately
25 acres patented to the Mammoth County
Water District (now known as the ‘‘Mam-
moth Community Water District’’) by Pat-
ent No. 04-87-0038, on June 26, 1987, and re-
corded in Volume 482, at page 517, of the offi-
cial records of the Recorder’s Office, Mono
County, California, may be used for purposes
other than the purpose for which those lands
were being used prior to the conveyance to
the Mammoth County Water District and
such lands may be transferred as authorized
under State law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Mrs. DRAKE) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 853, introduced by our colleague
from California (Mr. MCKEON), removes
land use restrictions on property ac-
quired from the Forest Service by the
Mammoth Community Water District
in Mono County, California.

In 1987, the U.S. Forest Service con-
veyed 25 acres to the water district
under land use conditions at the time.
Of these lands, 12 acres are now needed
for different uses, including much-
needed water utility operations. Imple-
mentation of this noncontroversial bill
will ultimately benefit the local water
consumer and will adhere to all Fed-
eral, State, and local environmental
laws.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 853 simply removes outdated re-
strictions on lands owned by Mammoth
County Water District in California.
We have no objections to this non-
controversial bill.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak on and offer my strong support for HR
953, legislation | introduced earlier this year to
remove restrictions on 25 acres of land pat-
ented to the Mammoth County Water District.

Prior to 1987, the District occupied this land
through a special use permit with the Forest
Service. Of these 25 acres, 12 acres were
used for the storage of materials, and prior to
1987, for oxidation ponds, which had become
obsolete by that year.

After that time, Congress passed Public Law
97-465 that allowed these lands to be trans-
ferred directly to the District. While the law al-
lowed for acquisition of these lands, it also di-
rected that they could only be used for those
purposes prior to the time of the conveyance.

Today, however, these 12 acres are no
longer needed for the storage of materials and
the community would like to utilize this land in
a more economically viable manner.

This area is a popular ski destination for
many tourists during the winter months and,
every year, the town experiences more and
more visitors. The town sits in the middle of
the Forest Service land and contains limited
private land for expanded commercial activi-
ties. As such, passage of this legislation would
allow the town to accommodate for the grow-
ing economic needs of the region.

This legislation has the support of both the
local community and the Forest Service and
passed through the Committee on Resources
without any objection.

| would like to express my deep apprecia-
tion to Chairman PoMBO for bringing this legis-
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lation to the floor and ask my colleagues to
support its passage here today.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
additional speakers and yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs.
DRAKE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 853.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

TRAIL RESPONSIBILITY AND AC-
COUNTABILITY FOR THE IM-
PROVEMENT OF LANDS ACT

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 975) to provide consistent en-
forcement authority to the Bureau of
Land Management, the National Park
Service, the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, and the Forest Serv-
ice to respond to violations of regula-
tions regarding the management, use,
and protection of public lands under
the jurisdiction of these agencies, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 975

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Trail Re-
sponsibility and Accountability for the Im-
provement of Lands Act” or “TRAIL Act”.
SEC. 2. CONSISTENT ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY

REGARDING NATIONAL PARK SYS-
TEM LANDS, NATIONAL FOREST SYS-
TEM LANDS, AND OTHER PUBLIC
LANDS.

(a) LANDS UNDER JURISDICTION OF BUREAU
OF LAND MANAGEMENT.—Section 303(a) of the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1733(a)) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(1) after “(a)’’;

(2) by striking the second sentence; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(2) Any person who knowingly violates or
fails to comply with any of the provisions of
this Act or any regulation issued under this
Act shall be guilty of a Class A mis-
demeanor, subject to fine as provided in sec-
tion 3571 of title 18, United States Code, or
imprisonment as provided in section 3581 of
that title, or both.

“(3) Any person who otherwise violates or
fails to comply with any of the provisions of
this Act or any regulation issued under this
Act shall be guilty of a Class B mis-
demeanor, subject to fine or imprisonment,
or both, as provided in such sections. A per-
son who violates any such provision or regu-
lation may also be adjudged to pay all costs
of the proceedings.”.

(b) NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM LANDS.—

(1) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 3 of the Na-
tional Park Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. 3)
is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“That the Secretary’ the
first place it appears and inserting ‘‘(a) REG-
ULATIONS FOR USE AND MANAGEMENT OF NA-
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TIONAL PARK SYSTEM; ENFORCEMENT.—(1) The
Secretary’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘Service,”” and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘proceedings.” and inserting
“Service.”’; and

(C) by inserting after the first sentence the
following new paragraphs:

‘(2) Any person who knowingly violates or
fails to comply with any rule or regulation
issued under this section shall be guilty of a
Class A misdemeanor, subject to fine as pro-
vided in section 3571 of title 18, United States
Code, or imprisonment as provided in section
3581 of that title, or both.

‘“(3) Any person who otherwise violates or
fails to comply with any rule or regulation
issued under this section shall be guilty of a
Class B misdemeanor, subject to fine or im-
prisonment, or both, as provided in such sec-
tions. A person who violates any such rule or
regulation may also be adjudged to pay all
costs of the proceedings.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sec-
tion is further amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘He may also’” the first
place it appears and inserting the following:

“(b) SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES.—
The Secretary of the Interior may’’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘He may also’ the second
place it appears and inserting ‘““The Sec-
retary may’’; and

(C) by striking ‘“No natural,”” and inserting
the following:

‘“(c) LEASE AND PERMIT AUTHORITIES.—NO
natural’.

(c) NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM
LANDS.—Section 4(f) of the National Wildlife
Refuge System Administration Act of 1966
(16 U.S.C. 668dd(f)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘fined
under title 18, United States Code, or impris-
oned for not more than 1 year, or both.” and
inserting ‘‘guilty of a Class A misdemeanor,
subject to fine as provided in section 3571 of
title 18, United States Code, or imprison-
ment as provided in section 3581 of that title,
or both. A person who violates any such pro-
vision or regulation may also be adjudged to
pay all costs of the proceedings.”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘fined
under title 18, United States Code, or impris-
oned not more than 180 days, or both.” and
inserting ‘‘guilty of a Class B misdemeanor,
subject to fine as provided in section 3571 of
title 18, United States Code, or imprison-
ment as provided in section 3581 of that title,
or both. A person who violates any such pro-
vision or regulation may also be adjudged to
pay all costs of the proceedings.”.

(d) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LANDS.—The
eleventh undesignated paragraph under the
heading ‘‘SURVEYING THE PUBLIC LANDS’ of
the Act of June 4, 1897 (16 U.S.C. 551), is
amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 551. PROTECTION OF NATIONAL FOREST
SYSTEM LANDS; REGULATIONS.

‘‘(a) REGULATIONS FOR USE AND PROTECTION
OF NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—The Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall make provisions
for the protection of the National Forest
System (as defined in section 11 of the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609)) against de-
struction by fire and depredations. The Sec-
retary may issue such regulations and estab-
lish such service as will insure the objects of
the National Forest System, namely, to reg-
ulate their occupancy and use and to protect
National Forest System lands from destruc-
tion.

“(b) VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES.—(1) Any per-
son who knowingly violates any regulation
issued under subsection (a) shall be guilty of
a Class A misdemeanor and shall be subject
to a fine as provided in section 3571 of title
18, United States Code, or imprisonment as
provided in section 3581 of that title, or both.

‘(2) Any person who otherwise violates any
regulation issued under subsection (a) shall
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