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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
REHBERG) (during the vote). Members 
are advised there are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote. 

b 2148 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida changed 
his vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds of those voting having 
responded in the affirmative) the rules 
were suspended and the concurrent res-
olution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the concurrent resolution 
was amended so as to read: ‘‘Concur-
rent resolution urging the Government 
of the Russian Federation to withdraw 
the first draft of the proposed legisla-
tion as passed in its first reading in the 
State Duma that would have the effect 
of severely restricting the establish-
ment, operations, and activities of do-
mestic, international, and foreign non-
governmental organizations in the 
Russian Federation, or to modify the 
proposed legislation to entirely remove 
these restrictions.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.J. RES. 73 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, because it was added in error, I ask 
unanimous consent to have my name 
removed as a cosponsor of H.J. Res. 73. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 1815, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2006 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1815) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2006 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes, 
with a Senate amendment thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendment, and 
agree to the conference asked by the 
Senate. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MR. SKELTON 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
motion to instruct conferees. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. Skelton moves that the managers on 

the part of the House at the conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 1815 
be instructed to agree to the provisions con-
tained in section 1047 of the Senate amend-
ment, relating to a report on alleged clandes-
tine detention facilities for individuals cap-
tured in the Global War on Terrorism. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) 

and the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise to offer a motion instructing 
House conferees on the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2006 to support the Senate provision re-
quiring a classified report on alleged 
clandestine detention facilities for in-
dividuals captured in the global war on 
terrorism. 

Before I get to the motion itself, let 
me speak to the broader issue of de-
tainee policy that has been under con-
sideration in this conference. Our con-
ferees have an opportunity to bring 
back a conference report that will 
strongly state that it is our law and 
policy that no one in custody of the 
United States will be subject to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. This House spoke resound-
ingly on that issue last night on Mr. 
MURTHA’s motion. This is the right pol-
icy, and I commend Senator MCCAIN 
for offering his amendment for this Na-
tion and our military forces as well as 
intelligence personnel. 

Mr. Speaker, I am confident that the 
ultimate conference report we bring 
back will contain this language. The 
rest of the provisions in that detainee 
package are complex. They deal with 
intricate changes in the law, and their 
implications will be felt for a long time 
to come. We would have been better 
served by a more deliberative process 
with hearings and debate. I will have 
more to say about the outcome of that 
package when we return a conference 
report to this body. 

A critical issue beyond the McCain 
language that should be included in the 
conference report is the issue of con-
gressional oversight of potential secret 
prisons around the world. On November 
2, the Washington Post published a 
story claiming that ‘‘the CIA has been 
hiding and interrogating some of its 
most important al Qaeda captives at a 
Soviet-era compound in Eastern Eu-
rope.’’ Citing U.S. and foreign officials 
familiar with the arrangement, the ar-
ticle said that ‘‘the secret facility is 
part of a covert prison system set up 
by the CIA nearly 4 years ago that at 
various times has included sites in 
eight countries.’’ 

The story has been followed by a flur-
ry of press reports, both here and 
abroad, and statements by the adminis-
tration. It has created a firestorm of 
concern amongst our European allies 
and defense partners that threatens to 
undermine our efforts in the war 
against terror. Just yesterday, the 25- 
nation European Union legislature 
voted to establish a ‘‘temporary ad-hoc 
committee on the alleged use by the 
CIA of European countries for the ille-
gal transport and detention of pris-
oners.’’ 

No nation or individual should ques-
tion America’s commitment to com-
bating terrorism; yet what sets us 
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