December 17, 2005

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HONORABLE JOHN
D. DINGELL’S SERVICE IN THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2005

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate my colleague, JOHN D. DIN-
GELL, of Michigan, on his 50 years of service
in the United States House of Representatives
this week. He is rightfully called “the Dean of
the House,” as the longest currently serving
Member of the House. Only two Members of
the House have ever served longer, and Con-
gressman DINGELL’s congressional career
began at age 29, when he won election to
succeed his father. JOHN DINGELL is known as
a Member who is passionate about the wel-
fare of the constituents he represents, and
more broadly, all the residents of the United
States. He shares his father's great passion
for health care for all persons, and was key to
the passage of many health care bills, includ-
ing the Children’s Health Insurance Program,
and the Mammography Quality Standards Act.
His work on health extends naturally to the en-
vironment as well, both in terms of holding
polluters accountable for cleanup, and in work-
ing to preserve America’s outdoor treasures
for future generations. Michigan, of course,
borders Canada, and Congressman DINGELL
has done outstanding work both in resolving
pollution issues with Canada and in creating
North America’s first international wildlife ref-
uge. As ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and former
chairman, JOHN DINGELL is known for his ex-
tensive knowledge and wisdom, and com-
mands deep respect from both sides of the
aisle. | am sure there have been many temp-
tations over the years to leave congressional
service for a more lucrative career, but it is a
testimony to his dedication and integrity that
he has reached this milestone in his career. |
extend to him, and to his wife Deborah, and
the entire family, my sincere congratulations.

——————

INFORMATION ON THE NATIONAL
CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE DE-
VELOPMENT

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, December 17, 2005

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
form the House and to acknowledge the inno-
vative work of the National Center for Sustain-
able Development (NCSD) a national 501c3
nonprofit corporation headquartered here in
Washington, DC, and doing good work in my
home state of Texas through its Dallas and
Austin offices to restore urban and suburban
contaminated real estate to new productive
use. The Center is now undertaking potentially
significant initiatives involving both energy pro-
duction and air quality in local communities in
the recycling of waste products to biodiesel.
As Texas is the historic home of innovation
and creativity in the use of natural and man
made resources, my purpose is to encourage
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the pilot initiative being undertaken by the
Center in the city of Texarkana focusing on
the recycling of commercial and industrial food
waste products currently a significant threat to
the proper maintenance and efficiency of mu-
nicipal waste water treatment facilities.

The initiative which | seek recognition for
will produce biodiesel from a waste stream
currently which is a constraint on the develop-
ment of services and small business serving
the community of Texarkana and placing a
burden on the infrastructure that assures prop-
er and environmentally appropriate disposal of
grease and waste oils. The undertaking of
such a pilot program in Texarkana, Texas is
not by chance. The operations of the pilot will
be located in an industrial park next to the
Red River Army Depot, the main focus of
which is the refurbishment and maintenance of
the Bradley Fighting Vehicle and the Humvees
currently supporting our mission in Irag. A por-
tion of the biodiesel rendered from this initia-
tive will be made available to RRAD for their
use in testing its properties for both quality as
a fuel and its properties as a cleaner burning
replacement for conventional petroleum based
diesel fuel.

As chairman of the House Subcommittee on
Energy and Air Quality | recognize that many
are pursuing the goals of increased efficiency
and air quality that biodiesel holds for helping
to satisfy the domestic need for diesel fuel,
now in short supply, and that many methods
are being evaluated, but my hope is that
NCSD can help create and encourage energy
production from existing resources now per-
ceived as obstacles to sustainable growth in
my district and elsewhere.

By the House and Committee’s acknowl-
edgement of the initiative of the National Cen-
ter for Sustainable Development | am asking
for their report on the progress of the Tex-
arkana facility at the milestone of their first six
full months of operations. The subcommittee
will be interested in the results of this initiative
for both its applications for energy production
and for improved air quality. | will close by reit-
erating my support for this worthy initiative and
to follow their progress as an example for use
by the subcommittee in its critical work.

———————

BORDER PROTECTION, ANTITER-
RORISM, AND ILLEGAL IMMIGRA-
TION CONTROL ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 16, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4437) to amend
the Immigration and Nationality Act to
strengthen enforcement of the immigration
laws, to enhance border security, and for
other purposes:

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Chairman, | rise today
in opposition to the misguided Border and Im-
migration Enforcement Act of 2005. H.R. 4437
is a misguided bill that will further complicate
the immigration crisis.

We, as a country, have not seen a signifi-
cant change in immigration policy in nearly
two decades, even though all Americans
agree that current immigration policy is out-
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dated and malfunctioning. The majority of sur-
veys throughout this Nation show that the
American people are advocating for a com-
prehensive and realistic approach to immigra-
tion reform.

As Members of Congress we have the re-
sponsibility to modernize our laws, to ensure
equity, and to learn from the successes and
failures of our predecessors. H.R. 4437 fails to
meet these standards on all levels.

The bill before us today is an insult to the
American people who have requested action
on the part of their lawmakers. The bill is nei-
ther a solution nor even an attempt to under-
stand the immigration crisis. Rather, it is a col-
laboration of the most destructive proposals in
Congress, put forth to promote a false impres-
sion that we are working to address the prob-
lem. What we are seeing here on the floor
today is an unrealistic, unconstitutional bill
based on fear.

As a Representative from Arizona, | have
had first hand experience with the negative
impacts created by “security-only” approaches
to the border and immigration, such as is pro-
moted by H.R. 4437. Arizona, my District es-
pecially, has been victim to this inadequate
approach that ignores the real needs in our
communities. For example, this year my Dis-
trict withessed 262 deaths on its border, yet
H.R. 4437 would do nothing to help alleviate
this human tragedy.

Though Americans continue to ask that
Congress create orderly, legal venues for new
immigrants and for safe and legal ways in
which immigrants already here can declare
their presence, H.R. 4437 does not even
come close to fulfilling these requests. In fact,
it promotes a shadow culture in which immi-
grants need and want to hide, which then puts
our country at a greater security risk.

With one hasty line, this bill makes all immi-
grants criminals. It turns an immigration-law
violation into an aggravated felony. Thus, legal
permanent residents, who initially may have
had an unlawful entry but were able to pursue
a legal venue thereafter, would be categorized
as felons and prevented from becoming U.S.
citizens as the current law allows.

H.R. 4437 also endangers checks and bal-
ances and progress that our Nation has made
towards equality. With its expansion of expe-
dited removal programs, H.R. 4437 removes
important checks that currently protect against
erroneous arrests and deportations. In the
realm of civil rights, immigrants that are victim
to domestic violence would be discouraged
from seeking protection in fear of being
charged with an aggravated felony. Further-
more, immigrants dealing with Federal agen-
cies or the judicial system would no longer
have the opportunity to appeal, thereby weak-
ening even more checks and balances in our
government.

| am ashamed of the Republican leadership
for bringing this bill to the floor, for ignoring
the American people, and for supporting a bill
that will expand the immigration crisis. Worse
than all the harm that this bill would cause is
the fact that it fails to include any of the immi-
gration reforms that Americans have asked
for. It includes penalties for employers, but no
provisions allowing them to attain needed em-
ployees. It criminalizes immigrants, but pro-
vides no solutions for a legal venue for entry.

As lawmakers, we can do better. We can
bring to the floor a comprehensive and real-
istic approach to immigration that addresses
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