
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE2600 December 17, 2005 
his job as an executive at Polaroid Corpora-
tion where he worked for 11 years. Mr. 
Reich’s return to work demonstrated to his col-
leagues, in the most basic way, that life with 
a disability can be productive and fulfilling. In 
the years following the accident, he went on to 
pursue his career goals and was appointed to 
the position of Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Educational and Cultural Affairs at the State 
Department. 

It is important to note that Mr. Reich’s acci-
dent and his recovery took place decades be-
fore the Americans with Disabilities Act. At 
that time, people like Alan Reich, who over-
came personal obstacles to move forward with 
their lives, sent an important message to the 
world that people with disabilities have gifts 
and talents to contribute. This message was 
the foundation of the movement to pass the 
ADA in 1990, and declare for the first time that 
disabled Americans have a right to fully par-
ticipate in all aspects of our society. 

Mr. Reich became involved in advocacy for 
people with disabilities, initially as a volunteer. 
He later went on to devote his professional life 
to the cause, serving as the President of the 
National Paraplegia Foundation—known today 
as the National Spinal Cord Injury Associa-
tion—and founding the Paralysis Cure Re-
search Foundation, the National Task Force 
on Disability and the National Organization on 
Disability. His vision and work lives on through 
these organizations, which he fostered and 
developed. 

I arrived in Washington, DC, in 2001, as the 
first quadriplegic Member of the House of 
Representatives. My own service in this body 
would not have been possible without the 
commitment of leaders in the disability com-
munity, who fought to pass the ADA. Alan 
Reich was one of those people and he was 
among the first leaders in the disability com-
munity here to greet me. I am tremendously 
grateful for his personal determination and his 
dedication to creating opportunity for others 
with disabilities. His work made this country a 
better place for future generations of individ-
uals with and without disabilities to succeed 
and thrive. His passing leaves me with per-
sonal sorrow, yet as we reflect on the life of 
this extraordinary individual, I am inspired and 
honored to have called him a friend. 

I thank my colleagues for the opportunity to 
pay tribute to my friend, and I urge them to 
support H. Res. 592, a resolution celebrating 
the life, achievements and contributions of 
Alan Reich. 
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor one of the pioneers of rock and 
roll, my dear friend Jerry Blavat. Born and 
raised in my district, Jerry was attracted to the 
music business because of his love for the 
music, not for fame or wealth. Jerry is truly 
one of a kind. He is as much a part of Phila-
delphia as cheesesteaks, soft pretzels and the 
Liberty Bell. A great artist in his own right, 
Jerry was a dancer on the original Bandstand 
television program, hosted by Bob Horn. He 
became a favorite with the viewers and rose 

to the head of the coveted ‘‘Committee’’, the 
group of teens responsible for aiding Horn in 
the direction of the show. 

When he was just 16 years old, Jerry leapt 
into the music business by managing a na-
tional tour for Danny and the Juniors, pushing 
them into stardom. He got into radio in 1960 
and soon was given the title ‘‘The Geator With 
the Heator.’’ He soon coupled his growing 
popularity on the air (which by 1963 resulted 
in regional syndication of his program on small 
stations throughout the Delaware Valley from 
Atlantic City to Allentown) with appearances 
off the air at dances, clubs and events. It was 
not unusual for Blavat to see 5,000 kids a 
week in person in the mid ’60s, nor too much 
of a stretch to say he’d remember 3,000 of 
their names the following week. His appear-
ances became so frequent that for a time he 
needed to use a helicopter just to make it on 
time from one gig to the next. Today the heli-
copter is gone, but the frantic schedule is still 
in place. Throughout the year, he can be 
found somewhere on virtually any night, and in 
the summer months he’s in weekend resi-
dence at Memories At Margate, the New Jer-
sey Shore’s hottest night spot which he’s 
owned and operated since 1972. 

Jerry Blavat is a true innovator. For in-
stance, he introduced several national dance 
crazes, such as ‘‘The Mashed Potato,’’ ‘‘The 
Stomp,’’ ‘‘The Stroll’’ and ‘‘The Jerry Shake.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Jerry Blavat is well known for 
his artistry, his business talents and his show-
manship. But, not enough people know of Jer-
ry’s human side. Jerry’s work on behalf of the 
less fortunate. He is extremely generous with 
his time and his resources, and has earned 
our City’s love and respect because of that 
fact. 

Jerry Blavat keeps us young, keeps us to-
gether and most of all, he keeps us dancing. 
And so, I know that all my colleagues will join 
me in honoring the Boss with the Hot Sauce, 
Jerry Blavat. 
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on December 16, 2005, I was absent 
from several votes for personal reasons. Had 
I been present I would have voted: Rollcall 
vote No. 642 (Motion to close portions of the 
Defense Authorization Conference to the 
Press and Public when matters of National 
Security are under consideration): ‘‘Aye’’; Roll-
call vote No. 643 (Rolled Vote on Skelton Mo-
tion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 1815): 
‘‘No’’; Rollcall vote No. 644 (Previous Question 
on Rule for H. Res. 612): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote 
No. 645 (Adoption of Rule for H. Res. 612): 
‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 646 (Adoption of Rule 
for H.R. 4437): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 647 
(Rolled Suspension Vote on H. Con. Res. 
294): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 648 (Final Pas-
sage of H. Res. 612): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 
649 (Rolled Suspension Vote on H. Res. 409): 
‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 650 (Rolled Suspen-
sion Vote on H. Res. 575): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote 
No. 651 (Rolled Suspension Vote on H. Res. 
534): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 652 (Spratt Mo-
tion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 4241): 

‘‘No’’; Rollcall vote No. 653 (Goodlatte/Herseth 
Amendment to H.R. 4437): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall 
vote No. 654 (Stearns Amendment to H.R. 
4437): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 655 (Sensen-
brenner Amendment to H.R. 4437): ‘‘No’’; Roll-
call vote No. 656 (Norwood Amendment to 
H.R. 4437): ‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 657 
(Westmoreland Amendment to H.R. 4437): 
‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 658 (Gonzalez 
Amendment to H.R. 4437): ‘‘No’’; Rollcall vote 
No. 659 (Sullivan Amendment to H.R. 4437): 
‘‘Aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 660 (Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions): ‘‘No’’; Rollcall vote 
No. 661 (Final Passage of H.R. 4437): ‘‘Aye’’; 
and Rollcall vote No. 662 (Rolled Suspension 
Vote on H. Res. 598): ‘‘Aye’’. 
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to a dynamic Hoosier who 
passed away yesterday December 16, 2005 at 
the grand age of 79 years old. I knew Jennie 
Mae Freeland Keller very well and she was 
truly a very special person. One of six children 
born into a poor and struggling family from 
southern Indiana, she was an art and music 
prodigy. At the age of 15 she moved from 
Connersville, Indiana to live with her older sis-
ter in Indianapolis so she could attend art 
school classes at Herron School of Art and 
also attend Shortridge High School—known 
for its superior music program. Jennie Mae 
was proud of having gotten straight A’s all 
through school and later in life she would 
learn she was a Mensa. While at school she 
excelled with her chosen musical instrument— 
the cello—though she never read a note of 
music. It is perhaps fitting that she passed 
away while listening to the classical music she 
so loved in life, and with a video of America’s 
most beautiful sights playing in the back-
ground. 

Described by her children as the ‘‘Laura 
Petrie’’ of her neighborhood, Jennie Mae al-
ways merrily accepted duties, such as col-
lecting for the March of Dimes, or the Cancer 
Society—all while trying to raise five children. 
Two of those kids, Elizabeth and Claudia, 
have long been valuable members of my staff, 
and my heart goes out to them and their sib-
lings in their time of grief. Mr. Speaker, Jennie 
Mae Keller may not go down in the history 
books as someone who changed the world, 
but she changed the lives of everyone around 
her or came through her life. She will be sore-
ly missed by all who knew and loved her. 

I respectfully ask my colleagues to join me 
in sending their deepest sympathies and 
heartfelt prayers to Jennie Mae Keller’s family, 
and I ask unanimous consent to place a copy 
of Jennie Mae’s obituary in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

Jennie Mae, Freeland Keller. Born January 
30, 1926 

An accomplished artist and musician. In 
1943 at the age of 17 was awarded the title 
of Miss World Peace shortly after the end of 
World War II. A loving and devoted mother 
and wife. A tireless volunteer for political free-
dom. A never ending fighter for what was 
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