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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 20, 2005.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON, a
Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. ISAKSON thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we will resume debate on the def-
icit reduction conference report. There
is 8 hours remaining for debate under
the 10-hour time limit. If Senators de-
sire to speak on the package, they
should contact the chairman or rank-
ing member so we can schedule an or-
derly debate on the pending conference
report. Both parties will have their pol-
icy luncheons today, and we will recess
for those meetings if Senators are not
prepared to speak during that time and
if we can count that time against the
debate limitation.

I remind everyone that I filed two
cloture motions on two conference re-
ports yesterday—first, Defense appro-
priations and, second, Defense author-
ization. Those votes will occur tomor-
row morning, and Senators can expect
votes early tomorrow morning on
those.

I will be talking to the Democratic
leader about the timing of the vote on
the deficit reduction measure. We will
need to confer with those managers to
see how much of the 8 hours will be
necessary so we can alert Members as
to when they can anticipate the vote.

Senators should be around and ready
to be here on time over the next day or
two as we schedule these votes. We are
attempting to finish these last few
items to close out the session and,
therefore, Senators should not stray
far. I thank everybody for their contin-
ued patience as we wrap up.
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized.

————

VOTE SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have,
for example, Governor-elect CORZINE
who is doing work in New Jersey, and
we need some notice as to when the
vote will take place to get him back
here. He is, of course, coming. It ap-
pears very likely that the Vice Presi-
dent may need to vote on this himself.
From the numbers we have, it is going
to be extremely close. It would be im-
portant we have some notice as to
when the leader would like to handle
and have that vote. If all the hours are
used and even if we charged the time
for debate during our caucus lunches,
it would be 4 o’clock or 5 o’clock. If all
time remaining is used on this, when
would the vote take place if we go
straight through?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. About 6 p.m.

Mr. REID. I know the Vice President
has been in Pakistan. At least I have
been told he is coming back. Does the
leader know when?

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I do not,
but we will be able to decide shortly
after talking among everyone when
that vote will be. For sure we will have
these cloture votes tomorrow morning.
We need to make sure all Members are
back for the postcloture votes with re-
gard to the deficit reduction bill. If we
use all time, it would be 6 o’clock, but
over the course of the morning we can
decide when the most appropriate time
for that vote would be.

Mr. REID. One of the things that
could be done to make sure everyone is
here, when we move to the Defense ap-
propriations bill we could have that
cloture and point of order. I am think-
ing at this time, even though the lead-
er has filed cloture on the Defense au-
thorization, I don’t think we would
have to have cloture on that. We could
have final passage. One of the things
the leader should think about is maybe
doing them all at once. We could start
fairly early in the morning and try to
get them all done.

If that were the case, I assume we
could speed through them fairly quick-
ly tomorrow if things turned out the
way we think.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, a couple
of things. First, we do not want to
delay any votes that will delay when
we finally are able to depart. Within
the next 48 hours we will have a num-
ber of votes. We will work on sched-
uling so we can let people know with
certainty. I have told our people to be
around and ready to vote when we de-
cide. I don’t want Members staying in
New Jersey, New York, California, or
Texas waiting for us to give a final
time. We need to have people accessible
and ready to get back.
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Having said that, let’s try to consoli-
date these votes at a time where people
can come back, can be here, and we
vote all at once or in a series.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I think I
have outlined the major votes I know
of. There would be some housekeeping
stuff to do. Who knows, we might get
lucky and be able to do some other
things.

Mr. FRIST. And with regard to that,
we have a number of nominations, we
have a number of judges, as well, we
very much would like to be able to ad-
dress. There are other issues with re-
gard to the PATRIOT Act, Labor-HHS.
We have a lot to do, all of which we
need to address in the next day, 2 days.

We will maximize, from a scheduling
standpoint, when everyone can be
back.

Mr. REID. The other thing I mention
is, in a meeting I had this morning, I
think it is fairly clear it will not be
necessary, even though we do not like
the conference report on HHS, I don’t
think there will be a necessity for clo-
ture on that. The leader should antici-
pate having a straight up-or-down vote
on that at some time.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I will
speak on another issue and then we can
come back and talk further.

Mr. BAUCUS. Will the leader yield
for a question on the last subject of
scheduling votes?

Mr. FRIST. I am happy to yield.

Mr. BAUCUS. I don’t see any reason
why we can’t finish all our voting to-
morrow. We all know what the issues
are. We all know what the votes are. I
don’t see any reason to delay. We
ought to vote.

There are so many families here, so
many spouses, so many children, fami-
lies want to get together. This is, after
all, Christmas. I don’t know why in the
world we don’t schedule all of our votes
by tomorrow so at the very least by to-
morrow we can start to head home
with our loved ones. Can’t the leader
work that out?

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, indeed, he
is going to do his very best.

Votes tomorrow, where the other side
of the aisle causes us to have rollcall
votes on motions to proceed and then
cause us to file cloture, make it dif-
ficult. I was ready to get out 2 days
ago. If we could do the up-or-down
votes instead of filing the cloture mo-
tions, I am all for it.

Mr. BAUCUS. All the cloture votes
can occur tomorrow.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, my goal
would be to be out, for sure, tomorrow.
I think we can work on that. I appre-
ciate the appeal from that side of aisle
to be out tomorrow. We can’t have ob-
struction. Getting the votes done and
finishing everything tomorrow would
be a good goal. I am all for it. It means
we cannot have delay and obstruction.

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. FRIST. Let me make a state-
ment now. I ask unanimous consent
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