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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on behalf of local communities in my
State and throughout this country that
are fighting a terrible battle against
methamphetamine, its production and
use. And I rise to express grave concern
about the impact of our President’s
budget proposal on that fight.

Let me share with you some trou-
bling figures. The President of the
United States has proposed to cut
COPS funding by $376 million, he has
proposed to cut the Meth Hot Spots
program by $23.5 million, the Safe and
Drug-Free Schools program by $353
million, and he has proposed to com-
pletely eliminate Byrne grants.

Now, I can tell you that when I go
back home and I talk to my sheriffs
and police officers and treatment spe-
cialists, they tell me meth is a catas-
trophe in our communities and we
must fight it. Regrettably, this Presi-
dent’s budget cuts the funds we need to
prevail in that fight.

We need to restore those funds, and
we need to emphasize to this adminis-
tration that we have terrorists oper-
ating right here at home in our com-
munities, and methamphetamine is
their weapon of choice.

HONORING CONTRIBUTIONS OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H. Res. 657, honoring the
contributions of our country’s nearly
8,000 Catholic schools. Catholic schools
provide an invaluable service to our
country and offer excellent academic
instruction to their students.

Take, for example, St. Leo the Great
Catholic School in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina. St. Leo was recently
named a No Child Left Behind nation-
ally recognized blue ribbon school for
its academic superiority. It was one of
just 10 North Carolina schools to re-
ceive this award and was the only
school in the entire State to achieve
this recognition.

Not only do Catholic schools provide
excellent academic preparation, but
they also mold students into upstand-
ing citizens who are strongly dedicated
to their faith, values, families, and
communities.

For this, I am proud to join many of
my colleagues in congratulating our
Nation’s Catholic schools, students,
parents, and faculty for the key role
they play in promoting a brighter and
stronger future for America.
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FISCAL YEAR 2007 BUDGET

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, the budget the President unveiled
this week takes from the poor, gives to
the rich, and leaves all of us in a worse
fiscal mess.

At a time of war, when our soldiers
are risking their lives halfway across
the world, where is the call for shared
sacrifice? Do millionaires deserve $50
billion in tax cuts, paid for by reducing
services for the lowest-income fami-
lies? Can we afford to extend tax
breaks for the wealthiest 1 percent
when our fiscal obligations include
spending over $1 billion a week in Iraq,
the rebuilding of the gulf coast, and
protecting the homeland from terrorist
threats?

Instead of responsibly budgeting for
these costs, we are in a fiscal free-fall,
giving breaks to those who need it the
least while slapping away the hands of
those who need help the most.

This administration is the most fis-
cally irresponsible in U.S. history, re-
sponsible for the four largest annual
deficits ever. We have gone from a pro-
jected 10-year surplus of $5.6 trillion in
2001 to a projected deficit of $3.3 tril-
lion, a reversal of $9 trillion.

Mr. Speaker, this budget lacks com-
passion, is fiscally irresponsible, and
does not reflect the priorities of this
great Nation.

———————

THE PRESIDENT’S FISCAL YEAR
2007 BUDGET

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to discuss the President’s
budget. As a physician who used to
take care of a lot of Medicare patients
prior to my election in 1994, one of the
first things I look at in the budget are
the Medicare numbers, after I look at
the NASA numbers and a couple of
other things.

Members of this body need to know,
and the American public, that the
President’s budget calls for a 15 per-
cent increase in Medicare spending.
You may be surprised to hear that be-
cause the press is talking about Medi-
care cuts. Indeed, Democrats are talk-
ing about Medicare cuts. You even
heard that on the floor today.

It is projected to go from $396 billion
to $457 billion in 2007, and by 2011 to
grow to $587 billion. Where is the cut?
There is no cut. The President is trying
to slow the growth of this entitlement
program, which is unsustainable in the
future unless we can enact significant
reforms. God bless us if we are unable
to do that.

This is, in my opinion, the right
thing to do for the President, and he
needs to be commended. And for those
who mischaracterize this as a cut, they
need to start telling the truth.

THE BUDGET

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, red ink,
record budget deficits mount every
year. On top of it, America has also
been racking up record trade deficits
this year, more imports than exports
every single day. These twin deficits
are stifling real economic growth for
our country as we sink deeper and
deeper into debt.

Every year, with all the unfair trade
agreements that have been signed, the
red ink just keeps getting deeper. We
are hemorrhaging America’s good jobs,
with fewer people working at good jobs
to create real wealth. It is no surprise
we have fewer resources to pay off our
debts.

At the same time, the United States
becomes more and more beholding to
foreign interests that are financing
these deficits. We are not only giving
them our money, we are giving them
our future and paying them hundreds
of billions a year in interest. Is it any
surprise that retailing of foreign goods
is now America’s biggest business?

Federal Reserve’s former chairman
Alan Greenspan warned that this re-
lentless deficit growth cannot persist.
How long will it be before we put a
foreclosure sign on our U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury? What an embar-
rassment for a Nation founded in inde-
pendence.

————
THE BUDGET

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, I applaud the President
for submitting a budget proposal that
will meet America’s needs while main-
taining fiscal accountability and re-
sponsibility. He understands that if
you are going to ask everybody to
tighten up the purse strings, you have
to be at the front of the line.

The American people don’t expect us
to agree on everything, but as Members
of this great body they expect us to
stop complaining about the issues be-
fore us and start working together to
find solutions for our children and our
grandchildren.

I hope someday I am down here de-
bating the Government Waste Reduc-
tion Act, which would slow the growth
of government by 5 percent and reduce
the deficit by an estimated $510 billion
over 5 years. But until then, I will look
forward to working with my colleagues
on the Budget Committee, Republicans
and Democrats alike, as we move
through this process.

In submitting this budget, President
Bush has set the tone and given Con-
gress a great starting point. It is now
up to us to act.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER CONGRESS-
WOMAN VIRGINIA SMITH

(Mr. OSBORNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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