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the national flood insurance program; con-
sidered and passed.
By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
LEAHY, and Mr. KERRY):
S. 2276. A bill to provide for fairness for the
Federal judiciary; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 658
At the request of Mr. TALENT, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. TALENT) was withdrawn as a co-
sponsor of S. 6568, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
human cloning.
S. 722
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
722, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the tax on
beer to its pre-1991 level.
S. 877
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) and the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. CRAIG) were added as cosponsors of
S. 877, a bill to provide for a biennial
budget process and a biennial appro-
priations process and to enhance over-
sight and the performance of the Fed-
eral Government.
S. 1035
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1035, a bill to authorize the
presentation of commemorative medals
on behalf of Congress to Native Ameri-
cans who served as Code Talkers during
foreign conflicts in which the United
States was involved during the 20th
century in recognition of the service of
those Native Americans to the United
States.
S. 2253
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS) and the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. BOND) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2253, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Interior to offer the
181 Area of the Gulf of Mexico for oil
and gas leasing.
S. 2259
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2259, a bill to establish an Office of
Public Integrity in the Congress and a
Congressional Ethics Enforcement
Commission.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself
and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 2272. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
deduction for host families of foreign
exchange and other students from $50
per month to $200 per month; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to introduce
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legislation with my colleague from
South Dakota, Senator JOHNSON, that
will help ease the financial burden for
American families who open their
homes to foreign exchange students
from around the world, and offer an in-
centive to additional families to get in-
volved in international exchanges.

Every year, approximately 30,000
American families host exchange stu-
dents from all over the world. This ex-
change experience provides the fami-
lies, their communities, the students
and their schools with a unique edu-
cational opportunity to increase cul-
tural awareness and understanding.
And it often produces lifelong friend-
ship as well.

Exchange programs are vital in to-
day’s interconnected world to build
bridges of understanding. Youth ex-
change is particularly critical as it al-
lows young people the opportunity to
gain exposure to American families,
culture and values early in their lives.
Participants take home an under-
standing and often an appreciation for
America’s people, society and values.

At her confirmation hearing before
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee early last year, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice declared, ‘I am
a big proponent of student exchanges.
It is the best policy we can have.” She
explained that, ‘‘the presence of foreign
students’ is ‘‘one of the best things”
for American students; the experience
‘“‘changes the way we think about peo-
ple, and the way they think about us”’,
and she called student exchange ‘‘in-
valuable.”’

We could not agree with her more.
The legislation we introduce today will
encourage more American families to
participate in exchanges by increasing
the monthly tax deduction for host
families from $50 to $200 per month.
The current $50 tax deduction has been
in place since it was first introduced in
the 1960s. It has never been increased
to allow for inflation or to reflect the
increasing costs associated with
hosting a student. Our legislation will
increase the monthly deduction with
an annual adjustment for inflation.

While the increase is certainly not
enough cover the expenses involved in
feeding and housing a teenager, it will
offer needed cost relief to American
families, and most importantly, it will
send a strong message to these families
that our Nation values their contribu-
tion to increasing international under-
standing.

I hope that my Senate colleagues will
join Senator JOHNSON and me in sup-
porting this legislation.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2272

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Youth Ex-

change Support Act of 2006°.

February 10, 2006

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN CHARITABLE DEDUCTION
FOR AMOUNTS PAID TO MAINTAIN
CERTAIN STUDENTS AS MEMBERS
OF TAXPAYER’S HOUSEHOLD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 170(g)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (relating to amounts paid to maintain
certain students as members of taxpayer’s
household) is amended by striking ‘‘$50°" and
inserting ‘“$200"°.

(b) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.—Section
170(g) of such Code is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

*“(6) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any tax-
able year beginning in a calendar year after
2006, the $200 amount contained in paragraph
(2)(A) shall be increased by an amount equal
to—

(1) $200, multiplied by

‘(i) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-
mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar
year in which the taxable year begins by sub-
stituting ‘calendar year 2005’ for ‘calendar
year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) thereof.

‘(B) ROUNDING.—If any increase deter-
mined under paragraph (1) is not a multiple
of $10, such increase shall be rounded to the
next highest multiple of $10.”’.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this Act shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2005.

By Mr. DOMENICI:

S. 2274. A bill to establish a language
arts facility for Homeland Security
personnel and law enforcement offi-
cers; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Foreign Lan-
guage Training Act of 2006, a bill that
I believe is necessary for the success of
our Department of Homeland Security
personnel and other Federal agents.

As you may know, our Department of
Defense employees receive foreign lan-
guage education and training at the
Defense Language Institute Foreign
Language Center. This school has pro-
vided training for American forces in-
volved in arms control treaty
verification, the war on drugs, and Op-
eration Desert Storm.

I believe the Department of Defense’s
success can provide guidance for De-
partment of Homeland Security per-
sonnel and Federal law enforcement
agents who mneed foreign language
skills. The Foreign Language Training
Act of 2006 provides for such guidance
by creating a facility similar to the De-
fense Language Institute Foreign Lan-
guage Center for these Federal employ-
ees.

My bill requires the Secretary of
Homeland Security and other Federal
agency leaders to identify employees
who need foreign language education
and plan for the provision of such edu-
cation. To fully utilize existing Federal
assets, the Foreign Language Training
Act requires this training to take place
at the Federal Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center in Artesia, New Mexico.
FLETC is already planning to increase
its language training capabilities and
construct new language arts facilities
in Artesia to accommodate the in-
creased number of border patrol train-
ees being sent there, so it makes sense
for other DHS employees and Federal
agents to utilize this facility as well.
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