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VA EDUCATION AND TRAINING BUDGET 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Opportunity held an oversight hearing on the 
VA’s Fiscal Year 2007 budget request for the edu-
cation, vocational rehabilitation, and loan guaranty 
programs. Testimony was heard from Ron Aument, 
Deputy Under Secretary, Benefits, Department of 
Veterans Affairs; and representatives of veterans orga-
nizations. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
BUDGET 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on 
Health held an oversight hearing on the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Fiscal Year 2007 budget request 
for the Veterans Health Administration. Testimony 
was heard from Jonathan B. Perlin, M.D., Under 
Secretary, Health, Department of Veterans Affairs; 
and representatives of veterans organizations. 

f 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D88) 

H.R. 4519, to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to extend funding for the operation of State 
high risk health insurance pools. Signed on February 
10, 2006. (Public Law 109–172) 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 15, 2006 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Legisla-

tive Branch, to resume hearings to examine the progress 
of construction on the Capitol Visitor Center, 10:30 a.m., 
SD–138. 

Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine 
the nominations of Preston M. Geren, of Texas, to be 
Under Secretary of the Army, Michael L. Dominguez, of 
Virginia, to be Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness, James I. Finley, of Minnesota, 
to be Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Technology, and Thomas P. D’Agostino, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Administrator for Defense Programs, 
National Nuclear Security Administration, 9:30 a.m., 
SD–106. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: to 
hold hearings to examine rebuilding needs in Hurricane 
Katrina-impacted areas, 10 a.m., SD–538. 

Committee on the Budget: to hold hearings to examine 
understanding the causes and solutions to addressing the 
Federal tax gap, 10 a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: to 
hold hearings to examine video franchising, 10 a.m., 
SD–562. 

Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine develop-
ments in nanotechnology, 2:30 p.m., SD–562. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: to hold hear-
ings to examine S. 2197, to improve the global competi-
tiveness of the United States in science and energy tech-
nology, to strengthen basic research programs at the De-
partment of Energy, and to provide support for mathe-
matics and science education at all levels through the re-
sources available through the Department of Energy, in-
cluding at the National Laboratories, 10:30 a.m., 
SD–366. 

Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests, to hold hear-
ings to review the progress made on the development of 
interim and long-term plans for use of fire retardant air-
craft in Federal wildfire suppression operations, 2:30 
p.m., SD–366. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: business 
meeting to consider the nominations of Terrence L. 
Bracy, of Virginia, to be a Member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in 
National Environmental Policy Foundation, and Dennis 
Bottorff, Susan Richardson Williams, and William B. 
Sansom, all of Tennessee, Robert M. Duncan, of Ken-
tucky, Howard A. Thrailkill, of Alabama, and Donald R. 
DePriest, of Mississippi, each to be a Member of the 
Board of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
9:30 a.m., SD–628. 

Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 2007 for 
EPA, 9:35 a.m., SD–628. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: to hold hearings to exam-
ine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 
2007 for foreign affairs; and, if a quorum is present, con-
sider and vote on the nominations of Claudia A. 
McMurray, of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of State 
for Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs, Bradford R. Higgins, of Connecticut, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Resource Management and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Department of State, Jackie Wolcott 
Sanders, of Virginia, to be U.S. Alternate Representative 
for Special Political Affairs in the United Nations, with 
the rank of Ambassador, and to be U.S. Alternate Rep-
resentative to the Sessions of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations during her tenure of service as U.S. Al-
ternate Representative for Special Political Affairs in the 
United Nations, Janet Ann Sanderson, of Arizona, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Haiti, Bernadette Mary 
Allen, of Maryland, to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
Niger, Patricia Newton Moller, of Arkansas, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Burundi, Steven Alan Brown-
ing, of Texas, to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
Uganda, Robert Weisberg, of Maryland, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Congo, Michael W. Michalak, 
of Michigan, for the rank of Ambassador during his ten-
ure of service as United States Senior Official to the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum, Janice L. Jacobs, of 
Virginia, to be Ambassador to the Republic of Senegal, 
and to serve concurrently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador to the Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau, Jeanine E. Jackson, of Wyoming, to be Ambas-
sador to Burkina Faso, James D. McGee, of Florida, to 
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