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thick as syrup. It was not fare for the cal-
orie-conscious. But there weren’t many of
those to be seen, anyway; the dancers were
off warming up for the performance that was
to follow.

Filing into the East Room after dinner, we
found ourselves chatting with Andrew Card,
Bush’s chief of staff, who seemed eager to
show his own artsy side.

“I hit a crossroads when I was a senior in
high school,” Card said, describing a choice
he faced between accepting a scholarship to
the Hartt School of Music (on the strength of
his trumpet playing) in West Hartford,
Conn., or a Navy ROTC scholarship at the
University of South Carolina.

Guess which one he chose.

Still, he said, “I believe in the arts very
strongly. Every once in a while I get the
trumpet out. Of course, my wife wants me to
play it in the closet.”

It being Monday night, and close to 9 by
this time—fans of Fox’s ‘“24”” know how sac-
rosanct that hour is—we pressed Card on an-
other issue: Did he ever tune in to the Kiefer
Sutherland thriller, which recently revealed
that the chief of staff of the show’s president
is a murderous villain of presidency-destroy-
ing dimension?

Card’s eyebrows shot up merrily. ‘I hear
the chief of staff is kind of a bad guy. Didn’t
he drug the first lady?”’ Yep, and Card’s TV
counterpart also conspired to engineer a
nerve gas leak to incriminate a terrorist or-
ganization to prove it had weapons of mass
destruction.

Card backed up in mock horror. “I’'m not
him,” he said emphatically, eyes wide, wav-
ing his arms in front of himself to ward off
any notion of a link to reality. ‘I didn’t do
that.”” And then he was gone, spurred by a
desperate need to catch up with his wife.

Addressing the audience, Mitchell pointed
out his company’s oft-reported origins, that
it was the assassination of Martin Luther
King Jr. in 1968 that inspired him to found a
classical ballet company of African Amer-
ican dancers—which is, all these years later,
still a unique institution.

Left unsaid was what it would mean for
black ballet dancers if such a company could
not survive. In fact, none of the speeches
mentioned Dance Theatre of Harlem’s having
come so close to financial ruin, or the fact
that its laid-off dancers’ unemployment
claims ran out long ago.

Bush, seated with his wife in the front row
and within a few feet of the small stage,
smiled throughout the show, which included
children as well as professionals. Hands
clasped in his lap, he kept up a steady piston
action with one knee—an intriguing tic, yet
what did it mean? Restlessness? Excitement?
A dream of mashing the pedals on a moun-
tain bike?

Harolyn Blackwell, Audra McDonald and
LeAnn Rimes each sang solos as well as
songs that accompanied more dancing. It
was all very classy, very polite, if somewhat
restrained.

Enter Al Green, the great uncorker, who
got throats to open and hands to clap—some
on the beat, quite a few off—and got the
president to join in the dance.

““The whole evening was so relaxed,”
Mitchell enthused afterward. ‘‘That was a
major miracle.”

Speaking of miracles, Mitchell stated his
favored outcome: ‘I hope this opens the
door, that dance becomes a line item in the
federal budget so we can take the arts all
across America.”

A different miracle may be a bit closer to
actually coming to pass. When she became
board chairman and vowed to get the troupe
back on its feet, Reynolds told The Wash-
ington Post that ‘‘failure is not an option.”
So how close to success—and public perform-
ances—is the company now?
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“We’re close,” she said. “We’ll probably be
making an announcement in the summer.”
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, on February 17,
the Saginaw County Convention and Visitors
Bureau will present its Pinnacle Award to Wil-
liam “Tiny” and Dorothy Zehnder for their re-
markable contributions to the convention and
tourist industry in Saginaw County. The
Zehnder family has had a positive impact on
Frankenmuth, Michigan, and changed the area
forever. Theirs is one of the great American
success stories, replete with foresight, cour-
age, and hard work.

In 1950, the Zehnder family purchased the
Fischer Hotel, and William Zehnder became
the manager. Dorothy Zehnder became the
kitchen manager, a role she continues today.
At that time, the Zehnder family had 21 years
of experience running their own restaurant
across the street from the Fischer Hotel. After
a series of improvements to the Fischer Hotel
culminating in a major renovation in the late
1950s, the Fischer Hotel was renamed the
Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn. The décor and ar-
chitecture of the Bavarian Inn started the
transformation of Frankenmuth into “Michi-
gan’s Little Bavaria.” The weeklong opening
celebration held in 1959 proved to be very
popular and has turned into the annual
Frankenmuth Bavarian Festival. The addition
of the Glockenspiel and Wooden Bridge has
enhanced the character of Frankenmuth’s
downtown area.

Dorothy developed most of the recipes
served in the restaurant. The restaurant can
accommodate 1200 diners at one time, and
annually over 750,000 pounds of chicken is
served to its guests. Dorothy plays a vital role
in ensuring the food is prepared correctly and
served promptly. Many local Frankenmuth
leaders started their work life in the Bavarian
Inn kitchen under Dorothy’s tutelage. Today
the Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn is one of the
top ten family-owned restaurants in America.

In addition to the restaurant, their holdings
include Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
River Place, Castle Shops, Freeway Fritz,
Frankenmuth Motel, and several gift shops on
Main Street. The Zehnders employ over 1,000
people and serve one million visitors each
year making Frankenmuth a top tourist des-
tination.

Tiny Zehnder's vision for the Frankenmuth
community has made it a great place for fami-
lies to gather, live, and work. The Zehnders
buy locally and utilize Michigan commodities.
They are always looking for ways to improve
their business and their community. They have
passed on their skills and work ethic to their
children. The Bavarian Inn enterprise is a
multi-generational operation with their children
and grandchildren managing and working in
various capacities. Tiny and Dorothy Zehnder
are an inspiration to everyone and excellent
role models for our youth. | ask the House of
Representatives to rise with me and applaud
the outstanding success of the Zehnders and
congratulate them as they are honored by the
Saginaw community.
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Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Rocky Santilli of Leesport Township
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, for his 2,000+
career wins as a fast-pitch softball manager,
and his naming as the 2006 King of
Baseballtown.

Mr. Santilli started his managerial career in
1959 with the Leesport-based Rising Sun
Sunners, and has since amassed over 2,000
victories along with dozens of trophies and
honors. With Santilli at the helm, the Sunners
captured three Amateur Softball Association
(ASA) national titles, a number of gold medals
at the Olympic Festival, and a share of the
International Softball Federation (ISF) Men’s
World Fast Pitch Championship.

Due to his impressive record with the
Sunners, Mr. Santilli was honored with the op-
portunity to pilot the United States softball
team four times at the Pan Am games. The
U.S brought home silver medals in all four
games, finishing just behind Canada.

In 1991, Rocky Santilli was inducted into the
ISF Hall of Fame on behalf of his remarkable
career. Two years later he was enshrined in
the ASA National Hall of Honor and the Penn-
sylvania Sports Hall of Fame. In 1998 Mr.
Santilli returned to coaching and led the
Schuylkill Valley High School girls’ softball
squad to a 64-67 record over 7 years. In
2004, Rocky Santilli retired as a legend.

Mr. Speaker, | had the privilege of meeting
Rocky several years ago through Sheriff John
H. Kramer, and it is an honor today to recog-
nize such a talented and accomplished man
who has brought pride and inspiration to the
people of my district. | ask you and my other
distinguished colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Rocky Santilli on his 2006 King
of Baseballtown award, recognizing his re-
markable career in softball, and thanking him
for the many contributions he has made to-
ward the well-being of the citizens of Pennsyl-
vania.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGE
SMALL’S SERVICE TO THE

UNITED STATES ARMY
HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of a great Amer-
ican, George Small. | honor him today for his
service to our great Nation in the United
States Army during World War II.

Mr. Small entered active duty from the Army
Reserves as a 2nd Lieutenant on April 25,
1941. After receiving training at the Army’s
Chemical Warfare School, he became Base
Chemical Officer in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
From Albuquerque, Mr. Small was transferred
to Clark Airbase until he was ordered to Ba-
taan in the Philippines on December 24, 1941.

Mr. Small was assigned to the 31st Infantry
until the surrender of Bataan on April 9, 1942.
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