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study at Howard University. She became a
naturalized U.S. citizen in 1973 and went on
to earn a B.S. degree (Magna Cum Laude)
from Howard University; her M.S. and PhD.
degrees are from the University of Wisconsin,
Madison.

Dr. Jerome led a pioneering role in launch-
ing nutritional anthropology as a discipline
within anthropology. Dr. Jerome has received
numerous honors, tributes and awards and
served on many national and international
committees and panels concerned with wom-
en’s health and development issues.

For her many contributions, not only to this
community, but worldwide, Dr. Jerome is
being recognized as a Johnson County “Trail-
blazer”.

MAYOR CARL WILKES

Carl Wilkes and his wife of 42 vyears,
Wanda, have been residents of Merriam, Kan-
sas, for 40 years. Carl has a 31-year career
in public service for local and federal govern-
ments and currently serves as a Field Super-
visor for the Housing Services Division of
Johnson County’s Human Services and Aging
Department.

Carl Wilkes was instrumental in the develop-
ment and receipt of funds for the first transpor-
tation program for the elderly in Johnson
County, “Dial-A-Ride”. Carl also established—
in conjunction with United Community Serv-
ices—the Multi-Service Center, served as its
Executive Director and developed and secured
funding for the City of Kansas City, Kansas,
Section 8 Housing Program and served as its
Director.

Carl Wilkes has received numerous awards
and recognition for his service, such as Certifi-
cates of Commendation; the Meritorious Public
Service Award and the Distinguished Service
Award, to name a few. Nevertheless, Carl
Wilkes will always be remembered in Johnson
County as the first African-American to be
elected as Mayor of a local community. On
April 23, 2001, Carl Wilkes was sworn in as
the 10th Mayor of Merriam, Kansas. On re-
count, his election was determined by two
votes. Carl Wilkes is currently serving his sec-
ond term as Mayor of the City of Merriam,
Kansas.

Carl Wilkes is truly a “Trailblazer” and de-
serving of such recognition.

MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH—MERRIAM, KANSAS

In 1922, the members of Shiloh Baptist and
First Baptist in Merriam, Kansas, combined
their two churches to form Mount Olive Baptist
Church.

Mt. Olive members were, and still are, ac-
tive in church, community and political affairs.
During the 1940s Mt. Olive played an impor-
tant role in helping the parents who were in-
volved in the seminal 1949 decision involving
school desegregation—Webb vs. Merriam
Board of Education. Mt. Olive, during this liti-
gation, which lasted for approximately two
years, opened up its doors for school to be set
up and receive instruction. The support of Mt.
Olive members helped them to achieve this
wonderful victory.

It was also during the late 1940s and early
1950s that the Mt. Olive Baptist Church, al-
lowed the NAACP to utilize its basement for
its meetings and continue to be a voice in the
community for civil rights and equality advo-
cating. To this day, the Mt. Olive Baptist
Church is still committed to the spiritual grown
of all and concerned about matters that impact
the community.
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For its contributions to the development of
Johnson County, Kansas, the Mt. Olive Baptist
Church is truly a “Trailblazer”.

ALFONSO AND MARV WEBB

In 1947, parents of 39 school children at-
tempted but failed to enroll their children in the
new South Park Grade School, which was
less than a mile from their homes. The par-
ents did not want to send their children to the
Madame C.J. Walker School, which did not
have running water, electricity or up-to-date
textbooks. Instead, the parents elected, with
the permission of the pastor of the Mt. Olive
Baptist Church, to set up school at the church
and in homes. Two of these parents were Al-
fonso and Mary Webb.

Preceding the Brown vs. The Topeka Board
of Education decision, Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso
Webb, on behalf of their minor children, Har-
vey and Eugene Webb, the plaintiffs, filed suit
in the 1948 desegregation case, Webb vs.
School District #90. Included in this litigation
were Shirley Ann Turner and Herbert Turner,
minor children of Thelma and Earnest Turner,
and Delores Gay and Patricia Black, minor
children of Thomas Black.

The Kansas Supreme Court ruled that the
black students would attend the previously all
white South Park Elementary School. In Sep-
tember 1949 the black students were admitted
without incident.

Alfonso and Mary Webb were truly “Trail-
blazers.”

THE MCCALLOP FAMILY

Robert L. McCallop was born in Wilder,
Kansas, in 1894. Robert reflected the success
of African-Americans all across the country.
He took something that many of us take for
granted and turned it into an achievement
based upon business and education.

In 1934 Robert turned the back of a truck
into a bus to provide transportation for African-
American children so that they could attend
school in Wyandotte County, Kansas. The
McCallop Company was the first black-owned
bus company in Johnson County.

Thanks to the McCallop family, black chil-
dren in Johnson County in the 1930s through
the 1950s were able to get an education. Be-
cause of segregated times, African-American
Johnson County children were unable to at-
tend secondary school within the county. In-
stead, they were forced to cross over to Wy-
andotte County to attend Sumner High School.

Oscar Johnson, former educator and Presi-
dent of the Johnson County Branch of the
NAACP, states: “the McCallops were a family
so intact, so committed to stay the course in
a community that wasn’t always welcoming.
Yet, they thrived and flourished despite the
odds they faced”.

William, sibling of Robert McCallop, and his
wife Ruth, will appear at Saturday’s event to
accept this award for the contributions the
McCallops has given to this county and the
McCallops are truly “Trailblazers”.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for the opportunity
to pay tribute to these distinguished Johnson
Countians and to Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
and | know that all members of the United
States House of Representatives join with me
in saluting these “trailblazers.”
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Chief Earl Fowler of Raleigh, North
Carolina. Chief Fowler recently retired, ending
54 years of service to the Raleigh Fire Depart-
ment by the Fowler family.

B.T. Fowler, the chief’s father, joined the
Raleigh fire department in 1956 and served
with distinction until 1986, when he retired as
a fire inspector and became the department’s
historian.

After serving in the U.S. Navy, Earl Fowler
followed his father's footsteps and joined the
Raleigh department in 1971, where he rose
through the ranks as a firefighter, district chief,
fire marshal and assistant chief. He became
chief in 1999.

| have had the pleasure to work with Chief
Fowler over the years, and he has served with
humility, honor and professionalism. His fellow
chiefs have recognized him as “a leader and
a visionary,” as well as “a creative thinker and
motivator.”

Today, | am honored to recognize Chief
Fowler and to thank him for his many years of
dedication and service to the people of Ra-
leigh and of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sorrow that | rise today to pay trib-
ute to a good friend and former member of my
staff, Ms. Elizabeth Ann Birt, who died fol-
lowing an auto accident while on vacation in
Colorado late last year. Liz is survived by her
three children: Sarah, Matthew, and Andrew.

In 1996, Liz’s son Matthew was diagnosed
with autism, a devastating neurological dis-
order that, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, now afflicts ap-
proximately 1 in 166 American children. My
own grandson is autistic so | know first-hand
how traumatic this news can be for parents of
newly diagnosed autistic children. All too
often, parents give up on the search for an-
swers because raising a child with autism re-
quires so much more time and energy than
raising a so-called average child.

Liz, however, did not back away from the
fight. No matter how tired and discouraged
she might have been, Liz was determined to
show the world that one person can make a
difference just by asking questions. Her coura-
geous and infectious enthusiasm ignited a
quest for truth and justice for the autistic chil-
dren of this country. There can be no doubt
that Liz fought hard for what she believed in
and in the end, her brilliant mind, strong spirit,
and passion for the truth made her a hero to
the autism community.

In fact, it is through her work on autism that
| first came to know Liz; and not long after |
became Chairman of the Government Reform
Committee in 1997, | invited her to join my
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