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States at its 92nd National Convention in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, on August 25, 2005. 

She has served in many positions for the or-
ganization, including Auxiliary President. As 
District and State President, she earned Run-
ner-Up Outstanding President of the Year. 
She also served as National Junior Girls Units 
Director, as National District Council Member 
#8, and eight years as State Secretary. 

Ms. Germany is also a life member of the 
VFW National Home for Children and belongs 
to the American Legion Auxiliary and the Mili-
tary Order of the Cooties Auxiliary. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Sandy Germany, a woman who 
has dedicated herself to all veterans, our com-
munity and the State of Michigan. 

f 
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GRAM 
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Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Uni-Capitol Wash-
ington Internship Program, an international in-
ternship program that was highlighted in a Roll 
Call article last week. I have been a proud 
participant in the program since its inception 
seven years ago. 

The Uni-Capitol Washington Internship Pro-
gram gives Australian university students the 
opportunity to intern in the office of a Member 
of the Congress. Each year, 12 students from 
all across Australia are selected to come to 
Washington to participate in the administrative 
and legislative processes that underpin the 
functioning of Congress as a democratic insti-
tution. Such experiences are invaluable oppor-
tunities for these students to gain knowledge 
and a deep understanding of the internal 
workings of the United States Government 
while bringing their own skills and back-
grounds to their respective Congressional of-
fices. 

The Uni-Capitol Program selects under-
graduates from 7 universities by matching the 
applicants with Members and Senators who 
share their views. The students who are se-
lected come from a variety of academic dis-
ciplines, but all have an interest in learning 
about and promoting the U.S.–Australia rela-
tionship. The Program facilitates this by ena-
bling the formation of genuine friendships and 
the exchange of views and ideas between the 
Australian interns and their respective offices. 
I have often enjoyed the interaction that has 
occurred between my Australian and American 
interns. This, my colleagues, is how we build 
relationships which will ensure that the U.S. 
and Australia remain friends and allies for 
years to come. 

My office is currently hosting Sarah Dillon 
who is completing a double degree in law and 
international studies at Deakin University. She 
has been an exceptional addition to my staff 
and has provided us with an international per-
spective on constitutional governments, a pas-
sion for relieving suffering in Darfur, and the 
culinary delights of vegemite. 

Sarah is participating with 11 other very 
qualified students. Andrew Brookes from Mel-
bourne University is in Senator CHRISTOPHER 

DODD’s office; Ryan Conroy from Deakin Uni-
versity is in Representative SAM FARR’s office; 
Jenna Davey-Burns from Melbourne University 
is in Representative LOUISE SLAUGHTER’s of-
fice; Douglas Ferguson from the University of 
Canberra is in Senator DEBBIE STABENOW’s of-
fice; Jessica Gurevich from Melbourne Univer-
sity is in Representative MIKE CASTLE’s office; 
Scott Ivey from the University of Western Aus-
tralia is in Representative LORETTA SANCHEZ’s 
office; Saul Lazar from Deakin University is in 
Senator CHUCK HAGEL’s office; Abbie McPhie 
from Melbourne University is in Representative 
JERROLD NADLER’s office; Linda Nelson from 
the University of Wollongong is with the House 
Science Committee’s majority staff; Marianna 
O’Gorman, from the University of Queensland 
is in Delegate ENI FALEOMAVAEGA’s office; and 
Rachel Thomson from the University of West-
ern Australia is with the Joint Economic Com-
mittee’s minority staff. 

I would also like to commend Eric Federing 
who founded and continues to direct this inter-
national internship program. Eric is a former 
senior House and Senate staffer of more than 
a dozen years, and I congratulate him on 
making his vision a reality. In the process, Eric 
continues to make a great contribution to the 
mutual understanding and appreciation shared 
by Australians and Americans, myself in-
cluded. 

I am proud that my office is part of this pro-
gram, as I believe it provides a unique and im-
portant bridge between the United States of 
America and Australia. The program has 
been, and will continue to be, an extremely 
beneficial experience for all involved. I implore 
my colleagues to participate in this worthwhile 
program in the coming years. 
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Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota, Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of this resolution to 
honor America’s Catholic elementary and sec-
ondary schools and to recognize Catholic 
Schools Week. 

America’s Catholic schools provide a well- 
rounded education to the millions of children 
who attend them. More than 27 percent of the 
students are from minority groups and nearly 
14 percent are non-Catholics. With a strong 
tradition of social justice, Catholic schools 
combine strong academic rigor and moral de-
velopment to prepare young people for life. 
Graduates of Catholic schools go on to make 
valuable contributions to our communities 
through their work, further education, and civic 
activities. It is important that we take this time 
to acknowledge the important role that Catho-
lic schools play in educating students and sup-
porting the communities in which they exist. 

The Catholic tradition continues to acknowl-
edge the importance of reaching out to the 
most vulnerable in our society and Catholic 
schools follow that lead by incorporating moral 
development, civic engagement, and service 
learning in their curriculum. In this time of dif-
ficult decisions and budget priorities, the 
Catholic community reminds us of our commit-

ment to all members of our society, especially 
the most vulnerable. 

I am very proud to honor the thousands of 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools all 
across the Nation for their vital contributions to 
the education of children and young people. 
Attending an all-day Catholic kindergarten 
gave me a strong start in my own life. Later, 
while attending the College of St. Catherine, I 
had the opportunity to student teach at St. 
Luke’s Catholic School in St. Paul and saw 
teachers who worked so hard to enrich stu-
dents’ lives through academics and spiritual 
development. 

It is with gratitude for their commitment and 
efforts that I rise to thank Catholic schools, 
teachers, parents, and students for their valu-
able contributions to our Nation. 
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SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE 
USO TO OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 322, express-
ing the sense of Congress regarding the con-
tribution of the USO to the morale and welfare 
of our service men and women of our Armed 
Forces and their families. 

I commend my colleagues Mr. MILLER and 
Mr. REYES for giving us this opportunity to ex-
press our appreciation to the USO for the 
service they provide to our country through 
their work with our military forces throughout 
the world. 

I believe the United Service Organizations, 
USO, is best known to the public for bringing 
in diverse celebrity musicians, comedians and 
actors to entertain and to boost the morale of 
our troops around the world, including such fa-
miliar names as Wayne Newton, Robin Wil-
liams, actor Gary Sinise, the Dallas Cowboy 
Cheerleaders, and even including a son of my 
own district, Dwayne Johnson—the Rock. 

What is less widely known is the existence 
of other important programs and services the 
USO has developed to support our troops, 
such as family crisis counseling; housing as-
sistance; airport service centers; libraries and 
reading rooms; telephone, internet, and e-mail 
capabilities; support groups for families sepa-
rated by deployments; and USO centers—on- 
and off-base—to provide relaxing and whole-
some recreational activities to our service 
members and their families. In fact, the USO 
currently operates more than 120 centers 
around the world, including centers in Ger-
many, Italy, France, Bahrain, Bosnia, Japan, 
Qatar, and Kuwait. 

I note that the USO is a private, nonprofit 
organization relying on donations from private 
citizens, organizations and corporations to 
support their mission. The USO credits its suc-
cess in large part to the services of more than 
12,000 volunteers, who provide some 450,000 
hours of service annually to support our 
troops. 

I am a proud supporter of our military troops 
and a proud member of the USO Congres-
sional Caucus. In my opinion, the work the 
USO has been doing for the past 65 years is 
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