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2006, unless it sooner has received a
message from the Senate transmitting
its concurrence in House Concurrent
Resolution 345, in which case the House
shall stand adjourned pursuant to that
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
B00ZMAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-
DAY, MARCH 1, 2006, FOR THE

PURPOSE OF RECEIVING IN
JOINT MEETING THE HONOR-
ABLE SILVIO BERLUSCONI,

PRIME MINISTER OF THE RE-
PUBLIC OF ITALY

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order at any time on Wednesday,
March 1, 2006, for the Speaker to de-
clare a recess, subject to the call of the
Chair, for the purpose of receiving in
joint meeting the Honorable Silvio
Berlusconi, Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Italy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2006

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday,
March 1, 2006.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF  HON. MAC
THORNBERRY, HON. FRANK R.
WOLF, AND HON. TOM DAVIS TO
ACT AS SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
TO SIGN ENROLLED BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS THROUGH
FEBRUARY 28, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 16, 2006.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAC
THORNBERRY, the Honorable FRANK R. WOLF,
and the Honorable ToMm DAVIS to act as
Speaker pro tempore to sign enrolled bills
and joint resolutions through February 28,
2006.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without

objection, the appointment is ap-
proved.
There was no objection.
———
NEW ORLEANS’ TULANE HOSPITAL
REOPENS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, my
committee, the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations, held a field
hearing down in the City of New Orle-
ans during the January break. For me,
it was my second trip to that storm-
ravaged area; and, once again, you just
cannot help but be overwhelmed by the
size and the scope of the destruction
that has happened down on our gulf
coast area.

But Mr. Speaker, although we were
there primarily to study the health
care issues going on, and there were
some significant problems down there,
we saw the facility at LSU, Charity
Hospital, one of the venerable old insti-
tutions in this country’s history for
training of medical doctors, completely
in tatters. But there was not all bad
news. There was some good news. Right
across the street at Tulane University
Medical Center, HCA, the Hospital Cor-
poration of America, had that facility
almost up and ready to go.

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to report
that yesterday they held the ribbon-
cutting for New Orleans Tulane Hos-
pital as it reopened. In fact, Mr. Speak-
er, according to a news report, more
than 100 nurses and doctors, in lab
coats and scrubs, performed the wave
in celebration, prompting Mayor Ray
Nagin to ask them what was in their
coffee. ‘I don’t know what you’re tak-
ing at Tulane, but I want some of
that,” he said.

Well, Mr. Mayor, it is old-fashioned
American ingenuity and entrepreneur-
ship. It works every time it is tried. I
hope we will see more of that down in
New Orleans.

————

ADMINISTRATION MISSING IN
ACTION

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, last week, like so many
Members, I attended the funeral cele-
bration of Coretta Scott King. Her
words: Struggle is a never-ending proc-
ess. Freedom is never really won. You
earn it and win it in every generation.

And, of course, President Carter was
profound when he talked about the face
of racism; and that face is the face of
the Katrina victims. As we take a look
at the devastation, man-made devasta-
tion that this administration, the Bush
administration have, as the report
says, it is no question they did not do
a good job in the past. But we are not
talking about the past. We are talking
about the present. We are talking
about 6 months later, here and now,
and the Bush administration is missing
in action.

But the sad thing is that the leader-
ship in this House, the leadership in
the other body is also missing in ac-
tion. We have failed the people of the
United States in the People’s House.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
OUR NEW 51ST STATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, there
was a very subtle illegal guestworker
plan stuck in the budget the adminis-
tration just submitted to Congress.
That budget calls for the United States
to allow over one million new illegal
immigrants to infiltrate our borders
during 2007.

As a matter of fact, last year’s budg-
et is allowing one million illegal aliens
to enter this year as well. That is how
many immigrants enter our country il-
legally each year under our current en-
forcement plans.

We know it will happen because it
happens every year under current en-
forcement policy; and we are going
right ahead with the same old plan,
knowing in advance that it will be a
near total failure.

We continue talking about how we
are adding 1,500 new border agents in
2007. That won’t be in the field until
2009, letting another two million illegal
aliens to walk across our border.

We talk about how we are adding
technology and fencing, but that won’t
be ready until 2010, allowing another
million illegals in our country.

Right now, with our current budget
and reform plans, we are, by default,
agreeing to allow an additional four
million illegal aliens into our country.
That is equivalent to the population of
South Carolina or Oregon.

Think about that. We are being asked
to add a blst state populated entirely
by low-income illegal aliens.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot find an excuse
for this. We know right now how to
bring this flood of illegal immigration
to a virtual halt, and I think within
the next 2 weeks. We need somewhere
between 36 and 48,000 troops imme-
diately deployed to the southern bor-
der.

Now, the Minuteman Project in April
showed that with between 18 and 24 ad-
ditional enforcement personnel per
mile, we can effectively secure our bor-
der for the first time. And it was not
just the Minuteman Project that re-
vealed these statistics. The U.S. Border
Patrol conducted similar demonstra-
tion projects in 1993. Operation Block-
ade in El Paso and Operation Gate-
keeper in San Diego produced the iden-
tical same results.
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We have a good idea on how much a
deployment like this would cost. $2.5
billion a year. But, you know what?
That is less than 4 percent of the min-
imum $70 billion a year we are cur-
rently spending covering the health
care, education and the different costs
for illegal immigrants.

We already know how long it would
take to get these troops on line and
end this nightmare. One week. That is
how long it took NORTHCOM to place
70,000 National Guard and regular
Army troops on the Gulf Coast in re-
sponse to Katrina, and we are still rail-
ing about how that took too long. One
week.

If the burden of the National Guard
is too heavy, we can ask our governors
to loan the Nation’s 15,000 State de-
fense forces to help. We can call up the
Coast Guard Auxiliary and the U.S. Air
Force Civil Air Patrol.

We have laws in place, thanks to
changes we made in the 108th Congress.
Title 32, Section 9, U.S. Code now al-
lows our governors to call out their Na-
tional Guard for homeland security
missions such as this at 100 percent
Federal expense.
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Governor Janet Napolitano of Ari-
zona has supposedly made such a call
on the Department of Defense. Her
State legislature voted earlier this
week to force her to follow up on that
request.

Mr. Speaker, we need every Member
of the House to urge their Governor to
deploy all necessary forces to combat
this invasion. We need the President to
order the Department of Defense to
fund this mission at 100 percent, and
we need new legislation forcing the
issue if action is not forthcoming. We
can solve this problem if only Congress
has the will.

———

THE VICTIMS OF HURRICANE
KATRINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
B00zZMAN). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, as I said in my 1-minute
and I want to repeat, because so many
Members and people from all over the
country went to the great celebration
of the life of Coretta Scott King, her
words: ‘‘Struggle is a never ending
process. Freedom is never really won.
You earn it and you win it in every
generation.”

And clearly we have a failure in this
generation. If you would take a look,
as President Carter said, at the faces of
the Katrina victims: the faces of the
poor, old, black and white, poor, infra-
structure not in place. Thousands of
people died because of the inefficient
government. The report that was re-
leased, ‘‘A Failure of Initiative,” was
released by the House Select Com-
mittee on Katrina, which criticized the
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poor preparation for the response to
Hurricane Katrina. We all know that
the slow response to Hurricane Katrina
led to mass destruction in the gulf re-
gion, particularly in New Orleans. The
loss of lives, the loss of homes. But
those were just a few problems which
were revealed. But the sad fact is that
those conditions exist today. Six
months later those conditions still
exist. The question I ask now is wheth-
er the Bush administration is prepared
today for a disaster of any proportion,
man made or natural disaster.

There is no question that the Bush
administration failed in its response to
Hurricane Katrina. The sad thing is,
and I want to repeat, that it continues
to fail the victims of the storm today.
I am calling on the people’s House. The
Congressional Black Caucus leadership
has put together a comprehensive bill,
H.R. 4197, a bill that would lead to the
recovery of the gulf coast region for
the scope of Hurricane Katrina’s mas-
sive devastation, some of the points
made in the committee’s report and
one that we made today in our press
conference.

This devastation stands today, 6
months later. The region of New Orle-
ans looks like a hurricane disaster,
bombed-out area. It sends a serious in-
dictment that we can spend $6 billion a
month in Iraq, and yet we cannot solve
the problems right here at home.

Where is the leadership in this
House? Where is the leadership in the
other body? And where is the leader-
ship in the Bush administration? And I
am starting with the top, the Presi-
dent, George W. Bush.

And I thank God that when we had
our disasters in Florida that we had
another administration that we worked
with, the Clinton administration. I did
not deal with the FEMA that was
inept. Because we have had fires in
Florida, we have had tornadoes in Flor-
ida, we have had hurricane after hurri-
cane in Florida; but we dealt with a
different administration, an adminis-
tration that was willing to come to the
community, that one piece of paper, if
it was not filled out, we were able to
get services. And how do you get that
piece of paper? Well, we controlled that
piece of paper.

God help us. God help America. And
will the people in the people’s House
speak up for the people in the gulf re-
gion.

(1) The failure of a complete evacuation of
New Orleans;

(2) Levees protecting New Orleans were not
built for the most severe hurricanes, leading to
a breach in the system;

(3) The collapse of local law enforcement
and lack of effective public communications
led to civil unrest and further delayed relief.

These are just a few of the problems which
reveal that the government was not ade-
quately prepared for a disaster of this propor-
tion. The question that | ask now is whether
the government is prepared today for a dis-
aster of any proportion, man-made or natural.

There is no question the Bush administra-
tion failed in its response to Hurricane Katrina.
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The sad thing is that it continues to fail the
victims of the storm still today.

Along with my colleagues in the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, we are urging the Bush
administration to support our hurricane relief
bill, H.R. 4197, a bill that if passed into law,
would be a great first step towards the recov-
ery and restoration of the gulf coast region.

GENERAL MESSAGE POINTS FOR CBC PRESS

CONFERENCE

The House Select Committee Report on
Katrina, ‘“A Failure of Initiative,” is a
scathing indictment of the incompetence of
the actions of the Bush Administration and
the federal government.

Unfortunately, almost six months after
Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast
region, the incompetence of the Bush Admin-
istration continues everyday to the det-
riment of the 1.5 million people who were
displaced.

Natural disasters will continue to occur
and we are not prepared to handle them.
Man-made disasters may happen unexpect-
edly, and we clearly are not prepared to han-
dle them either.

The Congressional Black Caucus has been
active legislatively and we have been in reg-
ular contact with the people of the Gulf
Coast region. We are in the planning stages
of scheduling another visit to the region and
holding a hearing in Washington around our
legislation and related topics. We will also
be holding the people in decision-making po-
sitions, 1like the President, Secretary
Chertoff, the FEMA director, the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development and the
Congressional leadership in the House and
Senate accountable for their actions.

WASHINGTON, DC.—With respect to the
House Select Committee Report on Hurri-
cane Katrina, Congresswoman Corrine Brown
made the following statement:

I would like to begin with a quote from
Coretta Scott King: ‘‘Struggle is a never end-
ing process. Freedom is never really won.
You earn it and win it in every generation.”

My colleagues and I in the Congressional
Black Caucus, the Hispanic Caucus, and the
Asian Caucus, were utterly disappointed
upon reading the report, ‘A Failure of Ini-
tiative,” which was released by the House
Select Committee on Katrina, and criticizes
the poor preparation and response to the
hurricane.

We all know that the slow response to Hur-
ricane Katrina led to the massive destruc-
tion of the Gulf Coast region, particularly
New Orleans. The numerous warnings, inad-
equate planning and apathy in preparing the
region for the scope of Hurricane Katrina’s
massive devastation are some of the points
made in the Committee’s report.

Unfortunately, the government’s botched
response has ruined the lives of millions of
Americans, who are now forced to go without
the most basic human needs. In the report,
The Select Committee identified failures at
all levels of government which led to the de-
struction of the region.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

SIMPLIFIED USA TAX

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
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