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themselves from Mr. Bush, some Democrats
are going to play this very evocative, very
visual ‘‘giving away our ports to the Arabs”’
card against them in the coming elections.
Yes, you reap what you sow.

But while I have zero sympathy for the po-
litical mess in which the president now finds
himself, I will not join this feeding frenzy.
On the pure merits of this case, the president
is right. The port deal should go ahead. Con-
gress should focus on the NSA wiretapping.

Not this.

As a country, we must not go down this
road of global ethnic profiling —looking for
Arabs under our beds the way we once looked
for commies. If we do—if America, the
world’s beacon of pluralism and tolerance,
goes down that road—we will take the rest of
the world with us. We will sow the wind and
we will reap the whirlwind.

If there were a real security issue here, I'd
join the critics. But the security argument is
bogus and, I would add, borderline racist.
Many U.S. ports are run today by foreign
companies, but the U.S. Coast Guard still
controls all aspects of port security, entry
and exits; the U.S. Customs Service is still in
charge of inspecting the containers; and U.S.
longshoremen still handle the cargos.

The port operator simply oversees the
coming and going of ships, making sure they
are properly loaded and offloaded in the most
cost-effective manner. As my colleague
David E. Sanger reported: ‘‘Among the many
problems at American ports, said Stephen E.
Flynn, a retired Coast Guard commander
who is an expert on port security at the
Council on Foreign Relations, ‘who owns the
management contract ranks near the very
bottom.” ”’

What ranks much higher for me is the ter-
rible trend emerging in the world today:
Sunnis attacking Shiite mosques in Iraq, and
vice versa. Danish caricatures of the Prophet
Muhammad, and violent Muslim protests, in-
cluding Muslims killing Christians in Nige-
ria and then Christians killing Muslims. And
today’s Washington Post story about how
some overzealous, security-obsessed U.S.
consul in India has created a huge diplo-
matic flap—on the eve of Mr. Bush’s first
visit to India—by denying one of India’s
most respected scientists a visa to America
on the grounds that his knowledge of chem-
istry might be a threat. The U.S. embassy in
New Delhi has apologized.

My point is simple: the world is drifting
dangerously toward a widespread religious
and sectarian cleavage—the likes of which
we have not seen for a long, long time. The
only country with the power to stem this
toxic trend is America.

People across the world still look to our
example of pluralism, which is like no other.
If we go Dark Ages, if we go down the road
of pitchfork-wielding xenophobes, then the
whole world will go Dark Ages.

There is a poison loose today, and Amer-
ica—America at its best—is the only anti-
dote. That’s why it is critical that we stand
by our principles of free trade and welcome
the world to do business in our land, as long
as there is no security threat. If we start ex-
porting fear instead of hope, we are going to
import everyone else’s fears right back. That
is not a world you want for your kids.

—————

ON THE 45TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PEACE CORPS

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, as a former
Peace Corps Volunteer, | am honored to for-
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mally recognize the agency on the 45th Anni-
versary of its inception and to help kick-off Na-
tional Peace Corps Week. This week begins a
year long celebration of Peace Corps’ 45th
Anniversary with events taking place across
the country and throughout the world.

During National Peace Corps Week, we sa-
lute the men and women of this nation who
selflessly have served abroad as Peace Corps
Volunteers, as well as those current Volun-
teers who continue to carry out the Peace
Corps mission: empowering people in devel-
oping countries through their grassroots devel-
opment efforts.

Seventeen constituents of the 15th Con-
gressional District of California are currently
serving in the Peace Corps. These honorable
constituents serve in almost every continent.
The countries being served include Peru, Ar-
menia, Georgia, Namibia, Benin, Bolivia,
Ukraine, Moldova, Mali, Namibia, Ghana,
Kenya, Kazakhstan, Thailand, and Guinea.

| am encouraged by the growth in the num-
ber of Peace Corps Volunteers and posts over
the years. 7,810 Volunteers are currently in 69
posts serving 75 countries in Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, Latin America, Eastern Europe and
Central Asia, the Middle East, and the Pacific
Islands. As Chair of the Congressional Ethi-
opia and Ethiopian American Caucus, | am
particularly interested in the efforts of the
Peace Corps to re-instate its post in Ethiopia.
| am in total support of the expansion of this
worthy organization.

| fondly remember my time as a volunteer in
El Salvador where | built schools and health
clinics. The experience meant much to me
personally and professionally, sparking a life-
long desire to serve in the public sector. | re-
turned with a passion for teaching, and quickly
put my skills, including fluency in Spanish, to
use in Santa Clara County schools. Most im-
portantly, | returned to the United States with
a deeper understanding of humanity and a
personal commitment to speak on behalf of
the marginalized and powerless.

With that said, allow me to call your atten-
tion to the President's FYQ7 request for Peace
Corps at $337 million. Though this is a modest
increase from the FY 06 enacted level of
$318.8 million, it will allow the Peace Corps to
expand into two more countries. In addition, it
will also optimize the number of Volunteers
and staff in existing countries, strengthen and
expand recruiting efforts, and maximize safety
and security training and compliance efforts. |
encourage my colleagues in the Foreign Oper-
ations Subcommittee to fulfill the President’s
request.

This week, | honor the Peace Corps and its
brave Volunteers for their service to our nation
and to the international community. Volunteers
are providing expertise and development as-
sistance to countries around the world, finding
common ways to address global challenges,
and forming bonds with people throughout the
world. They make service a cultural necessity.
They set a universal standard for how we are
to embrace the realities of an ever-shrinking
world.

The Peace Corps mission is more vital than
ever, and | hope that each one of you will join
me in thanking the Volunteers and the Peace
Corps for their hard work in pursuit of an altru-
istic mission.
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COMMEMORATING NATIONAL
PEACE CORPS WEEK

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate National Peace Corps Week,
which runs from February 27th through March
5th.

Forty-five years ago, John F. Kennedy chal-
lenged the people of the United States to
serve their country: to travel to places they
never dreamed they’d visit, to help people
they never thought they’d meet, and to do this
from the bottom of their hearts. The men and
women of the Peace Corps answered and
have continued to answer that call, volun-
teering two years out of their lives to the lives
of others.

With 7,810 current volunteers, the Peace
Corps has enlisted more than 182,000 men
and woman and served in 138 countries to im-
prove the lives of the less fortunate. They've
been teachers and mentors to countless chil-
dren. They've helped farmers grow crops,
worked with small businesses to market prod-
ucts, and helped teach new health care prac-
tices. They've helped schools develop com-
puter skills, and educated entire communities
about the threat of HIV/AIDS.

The United States was founded on the prin-
ciple that human beings, regardless of race,
creed, or sex possess certain inalienable
rights: the rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Peace Corps volunteers are the
ambassadors of these rights.

In the past half-century world events have
brought many challenges to Peace Corps vol-
unteers. Yet they have always been able to
adapt, responding to those in need regardless
of the situation. Volunteers meet all challenges
head on with innovation, determination, and
compassion. For their altruism, Peace Corps
volunteers deserve to be recognized for their
work toward peace.

To date, the 6th District has produced over
350 Peace Corps volunteers, including the fol-
lowing 27 current volunteers: Troy A. Agron,
who is working in Azerbaijan; Sarah W.
Bartfeld, Albania; Carol A. Batz, Tonga;
Zachary Burt, Morocco; Lilian Chan, Eastern
Caribbean; Rustin P. Crandall, Guyana; Cath-
erine A. Cvengros, Armenia; Ashley E. Fine,
Benin; Amil A. Gehrke, Georgia; Levi Hanzel-
Sello, Moldova; Sharon Kaiser, Eastern Carib-
bean; Connor J. Kamada, Senegal; Jenna
Kay, Uganda; Paul H. Kingsbury, Panama;
Anna F. Kuhn, Tanzania; Ana Alecia Lyman,
Mozambique; Julia C. Miller, Burkina Faso;
Priya N. Mishra, Moldova; Jonathan G. Morris,
Ukraine; Lanthy Nguyen, Macedonia;
Nickolette D. Patrick, Ukraine; Alyson L. Peel,
Swaziland; Shaydra A. Pflaum-Scott, Mac-
edonia; Uriah S. Reisman, Panama; Chris-
topher Shutt, Bulgaria; Elicia F. Smith, Kenya;
and Eric J. Tawney, Vanuatu.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commemorating National Peace Corps
Week and honoring the brave and selfless vol-
unteers who have sacrificed years of their
lives to make our world a better place.
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HONORING SERLIN’S CAFE ON THE
OCCASION OF ITS 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the 60th anniversary
of Serlin's Café, located in St. Paul, Min-
nesota.

Tucked along Payne Avenue on St. Paul's
East Side, Serlin’s Café is more than just a
restaurant that serves incredible food. It is a
neighborhood gathering place for many resi-
dents of St. Paul's East Side. Serlin’s is a St.
Paul landmark.

Serlin’s Café first opened its doors for busi-
ness on February 1, 1946—less than a year
after the end of World War Il. When Irv Serlin
passed away in 1994, his legacy continued.
His step sons, Al and Gary Halvorsen, along
with their mother Doris Serlin-Johnson now
own the restaurant. They continue the same
great tradition of great food and outstanding
service. The Halvorsens make meat loaf like
how you remembered it whiling growing up,
and the very best pies from scratch. The staff
knows their customers by name. Serlin’s un-
beatable service and friendly atmosphere has
made local residents—myself included—come
back time and time again to Serlin’s Café.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Serlin’s Café for its 60 years of East Side hos-
pitality. | commend the Halvorsens for con-
tinuing their great service and remaining com-
mitted to the residents of St. Paul.

————

HONORING JUSTICE SANDRA DAY
O’CONNOR

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM KOLBE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, the legacy of
Sandra Day O’Connor will last long after her
distinguished service on the Supreme Court.

Not only does she have the distinction of
being the first woman to serve on the court,
but for more than twenty years she has helped
to shape the legal landscape of this country
with her thoughtful, carefully crafted decisions
and her votes which have put her firmly in the
center of American jurisprudence—exactly
where the American people find themselves.

| have a special affection for Sandra Day
O’Connor because we share so much in our
background. We both grew up on a cattle
ranch in southern Arizona. We both attended
Stanford University. We both served in the Ari-
zona Senate. When she served on the bench
in Arizona and | served as chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee in the Senate, we both
toiled through a two year process of reforming
the criminal code in our state.

Wherever and however our paths have
crossed, | always admired her achievements,
her wit and her wisdom.

On a personal level, | have known Justice
O’Connor and her husband for many years
and have admired their wonderful relationship
and their family. | know they look forward to
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getting reconnected and | wish John and San-
dra all the happiness possible in the remaining
years they share together.

———
BELLEVUE COMPANY, PACCAR,
RECEIVED NATION’S HIGHEST

HONOR FOR INNOVATION AND
TECHNOLOGY

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
praise of PACCAR, Inc., a Bellevue, Wash-
ington company that recently received the Na-
tional Medal of Technology from the President
of the United States. Today PACCAR cele-
brates the National Medal of Technology and
last year PACCAR celebrated its 100th year.
I's not often a company can top the kind of
year that 2005 was for PACCAR, but some-
how they’'ve managed to, and in only two
months.

| was proud to witness our President bestow
the highest honor in technology and innovation
upon PACCAR, “For [their] pioneering efforts
and industry leadership in the development
and commercialization of aerodynamic, light-
weight trucks that have dramatically reduced
fuel consumption and increased the produc-
tivity of U.S. freight transportation.”

Washington’s eighth Congressional District
is home to many companies that are industry
leaders, and | am so pleased to see one rec-
ognized at this level. PACCAR makes me
proud, the State of Washington proud and the
United States of America proud. As it has
moved forward in its quest to increase produc-
tivity and reduce fuel consumption, PACCAR
has embodied the spirit of innovation that has
put America on the forefront of science and
technology for most of the previous century.

Before the introduction of the Kenworth
T600 model in 1985, the term “aerodynamic
truck” would be considered an oxymoron.
Today the legacy and influence of the T600 is
apparent in the design of virtually every make
of truck on the highway. The benefit to the
truck buyer, the consumer, the economy, and
the environment has been a dramatic reduc-
tion in fuel consumption, reduced CO, emis-
sions, improved highway safety through reduc-
tions in splash and spray, and lower cost of
delivery for the goods that help fuel our Na-
tion’s economy.

While much of the industry pondered the
feasibility of ever breaking the 10-mile-per-gal-
lon barrier with a heavy-duty truck, Kenworth
and Peterbilt both achieved that goal with their
most aerodynamic and fuel-efficient tractor-
trailer combinations in real-world, cross-coun-
try tests. Achieving significant improvements in
fuel economy was not without market risk and
required changing what a heavy-duty “conven-
tional” truck was supposed to look like. Initial
misgivings about what some perceived as rad-
ical styling departures, were soon muted as
customers realized the economic benefits of
the new designs.

In the last 5 years alone, PACCAR has
been widely praised. PACCAR was named
one of the Top 50 Companies by Business
Week magazine in 1999, 2000 and 2004 and
Industry Week magazine named it one of the
Top 50 Manufacturing Companies in the

E271

U.S.A. in 2005. The Wall Street Journal listed
it on its Shareholder Return Honor Roll in both
2003 and 2004. PACCAR was designated the
#1 International Company by the Stevie
Awards in 2003 and #1 in Enterprise Manage-
ment by Computerworld in 2004.

| wish PACCAR well as they begin their
next hundred years of innovation and inven-
tion. PACCAR is a company that knows what
it takes to succeed, and also to make this
world better. | am honored to stand here today
commending their achievements, and | am
eager to see what they do next. Congratula-
tions to everyone on the PACCAR team. This
medal is an acknowledgment of all that you
have done and worked for and a belief that
your best work is yet to come.

————

REMEMBERING CALVIN RICHIE OF
FAUQUIER COUNTY, VIRGINIA

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for
Mrs. JO ANN DAvis of Virginia and me to re-
member Calvin L. “Boots” Richie, a farmer
and activist deeply committed to agriculture
and his fellow farmers in Fauquier County, Vir-
ginia, who passed away on February 26.

Selected by the Fauquier Times-Democrat
as “Citizen of the Year” in 1994, Boots will be
remembered for his countless accomplish-
ments, including co-founding People Helping
People of Fauquier County, Inc., a local char-
ity offering immediate help to residents of Fau-
quier struggling against natural disaster, ill-
ness, or sudden financial hardship.

We insert for the RECORD a Fauquier Times-
Democrat obituary from February 28. A Fau-
quier native, Boots will be deeply missed by
the people of the county, and at home by his
family.

[From the Fauquier Times-Democrat, Feb.

28, 2006]

“BOOTS” SUCCUMBS TO CANCER; SOUTHERN
FAUQUIER FARMER WAS OUTSPOKEN ADVO-
CATE FOR AGRICULTURE, EDUCATION
Calvin L. “Boots’’ Ritchie, of Bealeton, one

of Fauquier County’s leading citizens for the

past two decades and an active force behind

a home-grown charitable organization, died

at home on Feb. 27 after a long and valiant

fight against cancer. He was 78.

A native son of Fauquier, Mr. Ritchie was
born June 17, 1927 at Inglewood Farm, where
he died.

He earned his unique nickname as a child,
when he did his chores around the farm
“wearing an adult-sized pair of gumboots
that reached to his hips,” recalled his sister,
Hazel Bell, in a 1994 interview. ‘‘He was
about 5 or 6 years old, and the name stuck.”

He spent his entire life working in agri-
culture, first on the family farm and later,
while engaged in custom farming. In the
mid-1970s, he founded the Fauquier Grain
Company.

Mr. Ritchie came to the general public’s
attention in 1978, when he was involved in
the American Agriculture Movement.

The AAM sought 100 percent parity for
farm products, and made their point by stag-
ing a memorable ‘‘Tractorcade’ demonstra-
tion that passed through Fauquier into
Washington, D.C.

“Our main agricultural export is grain,
which is priced lower now than it was five
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