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Be happy to yield to my friend.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. RYAN, the
bottom line is that you really started
to paint a picture here. What has hap-
pened over the last 4 to 5 years of this
Republican Congress rubber stamping
what the President has proposed has
driven this country almost to the point
of the 50 percent mark of foreign coun-
tries owning the United States of
America financially. We owe them.
Countries that don’t even recognize,
folks want to talk about an effort
against terrorism.

Right now there is something major
going on in the Middle East. You have
the countries that are a part of this
port deal that don’t even recognize
Israel. I mean, they are like, well, we
don’t even want to do business with
them. Okay? As a matter of fact, Iran
wants to blow Israel off the map. You
have folks that are there saying all
these statements every week about our
friends and allies: if this is about the
war on terror, we have to make sure
that we do what we need to do and
stick close to our friends.
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And what is wrong here, Mr. RYAN
and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, is that
the President is still making state-
ments, Madam Speaker, such as, well, I
have not changed my mind. They are
going to have their 45-day review and
all that kind of stuff.

It happens to be a U.S. statute, I
must add.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. A
small detail.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Saying that if
anyone, anyone, raised any concerns,
any concerns, one of the lowest bars of
statutory language, that there should
automatically be a 45-day review.

Do you remember that we went for 72
hours, Madam Speaker, and no one
bothered to open the statute books to
say we should have had an investiga-
tion because there is a questionable
pass of this country and that it should
be done. But the administration came
out stonewalling and trying to strong-
arm this House of Representatives and
the Senate, saying, we are going to do
what we have got to do and we are
going to stick with it, and we think it
is the right thing to do. And the stat-
utes were on our side, on the people’s
side, saying, no, there should be a 45-
day review.

So we are going to see what is going
to happen.

But I hope, Madam Speaker, that the
Republican majority here in the House
and in the Senate no longer says, well,
Mr. President, we still have our stamp.
If you say we should do it, we will fig-
ure out a way to do it, and we will not
object because we have got to be close
to our friends.

Well, we are going to find out the
leaders from the followers. The bottom
line, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr.
RYAN, is, are you with them or are you
with our allies, our true allies? That is
the question.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Yes-
terday the amazing thing about this
whole port deal that you are alluding
to, in the Financial Services Com-
mittee we had an opportunity to ques-
tion the representatives of the admin-
istration. Do you know that they testi-
fied that six different entities within
the White House were aware of the pro-
posal to close this Dubai Ports World
deal, and the President still did not
know about it, with six of his offices in
the White House knowing about it? No
explanation in committee for why that
happened.

Really, this picture says it all. We
are essentially outsourcing America’s
security to a foreign-government-
owned company. We are not talking
about just a foreign company.

I think I can tell you that I recognize
that we are not going to shut down for-
eign companies from owning and oper-
ating facilities in our Nation’s ports.
We are a global economy now. But is it
appropriate to allow foreign govern-
ments to have intimate knowledge
about America’s security in our ports
and run the terminal operations inside
those ports? Overwhelmingly, I think
Republicans and Democrats in Con-
gress are saying ‘‘no.” Why is the
President saying ‘‘yes’’? This is a per-
son who supposedly thinks that Amer-
ica’s national security should be a pri-
ority. It has left Americans scratching
their heads.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think, at the
end of the day, this is symbolic of what
is happening in all these other areas
that we talked about tonight. It puts a
face, so to speak, on what is happening,
that Mr. MEEK talked about, all the
foreign borrowing, the deficits and ev-
erything else. Now, it is like, well, it is
our ports, my goodness gracious. Well,
that is just the tip of the iceberg, un-
fortunately.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. It is
indifference, Mr. RYAN. It is indiffer-
ence, that there is a total disconnect
between what the American people
care about and understand are their
needs and what this administration
and this President understand.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. As we have been
saying for a long time in the 30-some-
thing group, we have got to try to con-
vince, Madam Speaker, the Republican
majority to start putting the country
before their own political party, and I
think we would be okay.

The Web site,
www.housedemocrats.gov/30something,
Madam Speaker, for all the Members
who want to access this. All the charts
that you saw here tonight, Madam
Speaker, are accessible on this Web
site for Members to access.

To my friend from Florida, I thank
you for the opportunity to be here with
you.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. With that,
Madam Speaker, we would like to
thank Mr. Jim Moran, who was with us
earlier, Mr. Artur Davis also and Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and definitely Mr.
RYAN for coming to the floor. We would
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like to thank the Democratic leader-
ship for allowing us to have the hour.

——
APPOINTMENT AS INSPECTOR
GENERAL FOR U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). Pursuant to clause 6 of rule II,
and the order of the House of December
18, 2005, the Chair announces the joint
appointment by the Speaker, the ma-
jority leader and the minority leader of
Mr. James J. Cornell of Springfield,
Virginia, as Inspector General for the
United States House of Representatives
to fill the existing vacancy.

——————

OMMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 28, 2006, AT PAGE H447

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following title
was take from the Speaker’s table and, under
the rule, referred as follows:

S. 2141. An act to make improvements to
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act; to the
Committee on Financial Services; in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Judiciary for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HINCHEY (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of illness.

Mr. HINOJOSA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of
illness.

Mr. SWEENEY (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for February 28 and the bal-
ance of the week on account of medical
reasons.

Mrs. BONO (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of ill-
ness.

Mr. GOHMERT (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

Mr. NORWOOD (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of a
death in the family.

—————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-13T15:12:44-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




