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from excessive rent charges; Specter,

Leahy, Cornyn, Feinstein, Biden.

III. Matters: S.J. Res. 1, Marriage
Protection Amendment; Allard, Ses-
sions, Kyl, Hatch, Cornyn, Coburn,
Brownback.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 16, 2006, for
a committee hearing titled ‘‘Looking
At Our Homeless Veterans’ Programs:
How Effective Are They?’’ The hearing
will take place in room 418 of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, AND
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on Federal Financial Man-
agement, Government Information,
and International Security be author-

ized to meet on Thursday, March 16,

2006, at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing regard-

ing ‘“‘Earmark Reform: Understanding

the Obligation of Funds Transparency

Act”.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION, CIVIL RIGHTS

AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Constitution, Civil

Rights and Property Rights be author-
ized to meet to conduct a markup on
Thursday, March 16, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. in
Dirksen Senate Office Building Room
226 on S.J. Res. 12, the Flag Desecra-
tion Resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President. I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Strategic Forces be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on March 16, 2006 at time
3:30 p.m., in open session to receive tes-
timony on global strike plans and pro-
grams in review of the defense author-
ization request for fiscal year 2007.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. GREGG. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that Mark Van de
Water of the Senate Appropriations
Committee be granted the privilege of
the floor during the consideration of S.
Con. Res. 83.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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SENATE BUSINESS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we have
several items in wrapup in a little bit
and a lot of activity is going on. Hope-
fully in 15 or 20 minutes we will be able
to close the Senate. I come to the Sen-
ate to make a couple of statements.

I begin with the very brief comment
on the budget itself. I thank my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for
their tremendous efforts in bringing to
a close passage of a budget resolution
that this Senate can be very proud of.
Overall management of the budget was
superb. I thank Chairman JUDD GREGG
and Senator KENT CONRAD for their
leadership, for their patience on what
is always a very difficult process that
culminates in this vote-arama that we
have been in from about 1:30 today up
until about an hour ago. With these
vote-aramas, everyone is on the floor
and milling around, considering
amendment after amendment. It is a
challenge for all Senators, with ten-
sions tending to rise. To have two cool
heads calmly manage this bill is a real
tribute to both of them. I thank them
for their leadership.

The budget itself is a tough budget.
It is a disciplined budget. It restrains
spending and tackles the deficit. It re-
flects our commitment to America’s
future and to making America stronger
and safer and more economically
sound. Like so many of the issues we
tackled this year, it is not an easy
process. It has not been a very easy
process. With determination and with
focus, a lot of energy by leading on
principle, we are delivering meaningful
solutions for the American people. We
have demonstrated this Senate can and
does govern. We have been doing that
consistently.

As we reflect over the last several
weeks, no more so than with the con-
firmation of Justice Samuel Alito. A
lot of our opponents had tried to dis-
tort his record and to undermine the
process, but this Senate held firm, and
with that Judge Alito did receive a fair
up-or-down vote that he deserved in
the Senate. But to get to that point
was tough. We proved that the Senate
can hold a free, a dignified, and a thor-
ough debate while at the same time
fulfilling our constitutional responsi-
bility of giving advice and consent.
Justice Alito now sits on the Supreme
Court of the United States. In every re-
spect Judge Alito was a nominee who
meets the highest standards of excel-
lence. I congratulate him once again on
his most deserved achievement.

Principle and determination to pro-
tect the American people also guided
more recently our passage of the PA-
TRIOT Act. Again, the process got sty-
mied. There was a lot of delay. There
was a lot of postponement. But we
pressed forward and after sustained ne-
gotiations we were able to secure law
enforcement’s No. 1 terrorist fighting
tool, the USA PATRIOT Act.

The legislation itself works to pro-
mote information sharing and breaking
down barriers between our intelligence
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agencies and our law enforcement
agencies. It has proven to be an effec-
tive tool. It levels the playing field so
we can effectively harness all of our re-
sources to defeat terror. It appro-
priately balances the constitutional
rights of all Americans against our
need to effectively investigate and halt
potential terrorist attacks. Every day
it is helping the authorities dismantle
terrorist organizations and stop our en-
emies in their tracks.

Keeping America strong also means
keeping our economy thriving, and
that is why also this past month we
passed the Tax Relief Act of 2005. We
know that tax cuts work. We know
they grow the economy and help create
jobs. In 2001 we delivered tax relief to
the American people of $1.4 trillion; 2
years later, another $350 billion. We cut
taxes on income and marriage. We dou-
bled the child tax credit, we slashed
taxes on capital gains and dividends.
And the product we are seeing, our
economy, has grown. We created over 5
million jobs in the last 36 months. Un-
employment is the lowest it has been
since before September 11, lower now
than the average of the 1990s, those
boom years, and the 1980s and the 1970s.
Home ownership is up. Almost 70 per-
cent of Americans own their homes.
Minority ownership is at an all-time
high. Tax relief has led to 3 years of
continued strong growth.

The tax cuts are working. Even this
past year we saw growth in revenues
coming to the Government in over 10
percent, in double digits. When we re-
turn, I hope we will be able to address
the conference report on this tax rec-
onciliation bill.

That brings me to what will come in
the 2 weeks after the current recess.

Our attention is to focus on border
security when we come back. Our coun-
try needs security at our borders in
order to stop the flow of illegal immi-
gration and make America safer from
foreign criminals and terrorists.

Today, I introduced a border security
bill to ensure the Senate will have leg-
islation available for consideration
during that week of March 27. The Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, under the
fantastic leadership of ARLEN SPECTER,
has been addressing border security
and interior enforcement aggressively
over the last 3 weeks. They have had
what we all know of as a markup this
week, including today and yesterday,
on 2 days of last week and the week be-
fore. ARLEN SPECTER has been a tireless
leader. Indeed, they will return on that
first Monday to continue that markup.

Now is the time to take their out-
standing work to the floor. That is ex-
actly what we will do. The bill I intro-
duced is based on the consensus en-
forcement, visa reform, and immigra-
tion litigation reform titles of Chair-
man SPECTER’s bill, the markup of bor-
der security legislation. It focuses on
ensuring strict enforcement of our Na-
tion’s immigration laws.

I do look forward to bringing a bor-
der security bill to the floor in the
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early part of that week, on Monday or
Tuesday of that week, and allowing the
full Senate to work its will on border
security and on interior law enforce-
ment, as well as comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

America will be more secure, and our
constituents will be safer. I hope the
Judiciary Committee will be able to re-
port a bill that we can bring to the
floor that meets these objectives. As a
country of immigrants who respect the
rule of law, I expect us to honor those
heritages as the debate unfolds.

It is going to be a heated discussion.
These are tough issues. This body will
struggle with each of these issues.
There will be a lot of debate, and I
know there will be a lot of amend-
ments. But it is important to the
American people, for their safety, for
their security, and to do what is right
on the issue of border security and im-
migration. A country that cannot se-
cure its borders cannot secure its des-
tiny.

We made great strides in the past 2
months. We are working hard to secure
America’s future. We are working hard
to deliver real outcomes on real issues.
I look forward to continuing this work
when we return.

————
TRIBUTE TO BILL HOAGLAND

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tonight,
as we wrapped up our votes on the
budget, I do want to take a minute to
acknowledge someone who everybody
in this body knows very well, but
someone who has worked hard for
many years behind the scenes—shirt
sleeves rolled up, often with a furrowed
brow. His name: Bill Hoagland, the
Senate’s undisputed budget guru, and
my valued budget adviser.

No one knows the budget better than
Bill Hoagland. No one understands bet-
ter the stresses and strains it has un-
dergone as Congress has struggled to
find ways to control spending.

Bill has seen this process transform
as Congress has added layer upon layer
of complexity in our ongoing efforts to
control deficits. There is no greater au-
thority than Bill on how that process
began, how it has changed, where it is
going in the future.

He has amassed this deep reservoir of
knowledge, in part, by being scru-
pulously frank and impeccably honest.
Bill will always tell you what he
thinks, and he does so in a way that is
often maybe too open, but open and
transparent. And never, ever does he
have a hidden agenda.

He provided this service for many
years for Senator DOMENICI when he
served as the former Budget Com-
mittee chairman’s staff director. He
has done it for me since joining my
team in the leader’s office, and for any
other Senator who has solicited his
views.

Over the last 3 days, and especially
over the course of today—when things
started to get a little bit tough, when
there was a question among Senators
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in their many small meetings, both on
the floor and off the floor—the most
common question was, as things got
tough: Where is Bill Hoagland? Where
is Bill? And indeed, Bill would come,
and with his experience and with his
discipline and with his focus, he would
fix it. And fix it he did—again and
again and again.

Bill is dedicated, well informed, and
honest. He never trims his counsel to
please the listener. These qualities
have been a huge asset, an enormous
asset, to me as leader. I know when 1
talk with him, I may not always nec-
essarily hear what I want, but I always
hear what I probably should.

This is Bill Hoagland’s 22nd budget.
It is my last. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the Indiana native for
his service to the Senate and to the
American people.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN HONOR
OF ARMED FORCES SERVING AT
HOME AND ABROAD

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 404 submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 404) expressing the
sense of the Senate that all people in the
United States should participate in a mo-
ment of silence to reflect upon the service
and sacrifice of members of the Armed
Forces both at home and abroad.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating thereto be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 404

Whereas it was through the brave and
noble efforts of the forefathers of the United
States that the United States first gained
freedom and became a sovereign country;

Whereas there are more than 1,300,000 ac-
tive component and more than 1,100,000 re-
serve component members of the Armed
Forces serving the Nation in support and de-
fense of the values and freedom that all peo-
ple in the United States cherish;

404) was

S2387

Whereas the members of the Armed Forces
deserve the utmost respect and admiration
of the people of the United States for putting
their lives in danger for the sake of the free-
doms enjoyed by all people of the United
States;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces are
defending freedom and democracy around
the globe and are playing a vital role in pro-
tecting the safety and security of all the peo-
ple of the United States;

Whereas all people of the United States
should participate in a moment of silence to
support the troops; and

Whereas March 26th, 2006, is designated as
‘““National Support the Troops Day’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that all people in the United States should
participate in a moment of silence to reflect
upon the service and sacrifice of members of
the Armed Forces both at home and abroad.

——————

ROBERT T. STAFFORD WHITE
ROCKS NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. 2447 intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2447) to redesignate the White
Rocks National Recreation Area in the State
of Vermont as the ‘“Robert T. Stafford White
Rocks National Recreation Area’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
pleased the Senate has agreed to unani-
mously approve this legislation to re-
name the White Rocks National Recre-
ation Area in the Green Mountain Na-
tional Forest as the Robert T. Stafford
White Rocks National Recreation Area.
Along with Senator JEFFORDS, I intro-
duced this legislation as what we be-
lieved is a fitting tribute to our friend
and former colleague, Senator Robert
Stafford.

Bob Stafford is an absolute giant in
Vermont politics. He spent almost 30
years representing our great State first
in the U.S. House of Representatives
and then in the United States Senate.
Prior to his arrival in Washington in
the early 1960s, he served his fellow
Vermonters closer to home holding a
number of prominent State positions.
He served as Rutland County pros-
ecuting attorney, as Rutland County
State’s Attorney, as deputy State at-
torney general, and finally as our
State’s attorney general. From 1957-
1959 Bob Stafford held the post of lieu-
tenant governor, and in 1959 he went on
to become Governor.

In 1960, Bob Stafford was elected to
Vermont’s sole seat in the U.S. House
of Representatives. He won five succes-
sive reelections. In September 1971, he
resigned his House seat to accept ap-
pointment to the U.S. Senate following
the death of Senator Winston Prouty.
After winning a special election in Jan-
uary 1972, Bob proceeded to represent
Vermont in the Senate during the next
17 years. I had the distinct privilege of
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