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leadership, FMU has truly experienced a ren-
aissance and metamorphosis. Dr. Smith imple-
mented a major capital improvement program,
including the dedication of the Lou Rawls Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, and he achieved
an important educational milestone in expand-
ing its offering of academic programs and
guiding the college to University status.

| know that everyone in our community
thanks Dr. Smith for a job well done. We wish
him and his wife, Sadie, our very best for con-
tinued success and much happiness in the fu-
ture.

A SALUTE TO THE WILSON CEN-
TRAL HIGH SCHOOL GIRL’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM, TENNESSEE’S
20056—2006 CLASS AAA STATE
CHAMPIONS
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Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate an extraordinary group of young
women from Wilson Central High School in
Lebanon, Tennessee—the 2005-2006 Class
AAA Girl's Basketball State Champions.

Of the 5 years Wilson Central High School
has been in existence, the Lady Wildcats have
been to three State championship tour-
naments. On March 11, 2006, they brought
home the State title after defeating Shelbyville
Central High School 44-38. The State cham-
pionship is the school’s first State title in any
sport. The team finished a remarkable season
with a 32-7 overall record. | am extremely
proud of these outstanding young athletes for
this great accomplishment.

These student-athletes should be honored
not only for the feat of winning the Tennessee
State Girl's Basketball Championship, but they
should also be recognized for excelling in the
classroom and maintaining a team grade point
average of 3.61. This is certainly no easy task
and | am proud of the way they have rep-
resented their school and hometown both on
and off the basketball court.

On behalf of the Fifth Congressional District
of Tennessee, | extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the following members of the Wilson
Central High School girl's basketball team:
freshmen Kelsey McGee, Lauren Wasson,
Jasmine  Hassell, sophomores Heather
Simonis, Kristyn Clark, Sydney Ketcher, Re-
becca Stewart, Cameryn Calhoun, Shelley
Stewart and Rachel Stewart, juniors Tierney
Jenkins, Lauren Farmer, Sara Williams and
especially to the graduating seniors Elizabeth
Martin, Breonna Brown, and Jenny Hall. |
commend Nikki Eversole, Brittany Farmer,
Courtney Chapman, Kayla White, Melanie
Jones and Audriana Saddler for their hard
work and contributions to the team.

| also salute their coaches—Head Coach
Bud Brandon, his father and Assistant Coach
Campbell Brandon, and Assistant Coaches
Jay Holladay and Scott Moore for their com-
mitment, expertise and leadership. Campbell
Brandon coached the Lebanon High School
Blue Devilettes to their State championship
victory 35 years ago, in 1971. Today, he
shares his son’s pride for another team of
amazing young women—the 2006 Wilson
Central Lady Wildcats.
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| applaud the tremendous achievements of
these exceptional young players and wish
them well in their endeavors on the basketball
court and beyond.
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Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Chairman, dur-
ing the vote on amendments and final pas-
sage for H.R. 2829, the Office of National
Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act, | was
away from the Capitol on business in my
home State of Georgia.

On the Chabot amendment to H.R. 2829
(Vote #34), | would have voted “yes.”

On the Hooley amendment to H.R. 2829
(Vote #35), | would have voted “yes.”

On the Paul amendment to H.R. 2829 (Vote
#36), | would have voted “yes.”

On the Rehberg amendment to H.R. 2829
(Vote #37), | would have voted “yes.”

On final passage, | would have voted in
favor of H.R. 2829, to reauthorize the Office of
National Drug Control Policy Act (Vote #38).

MARCH 30, 2006 INAUGURATION OF
PORTIA SIMPSON MILLER PRIME
MINISTER OF JAMAICA
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce in to the RECORD my sincerest con-
gratulations and best wishes for Portia Simp-
son Miller, Jamaica’s newly-installed President
of the People’s National Party and newly-
elected Prime Minister, on her imminent Inau-
guration on March 30, 2006.

Celebrants of Women’s History Month in Ja-
maica and elsewhere had much to rejoice
about as Simpson Miller made history on Feb-
ruary 25th, when she was elected the first
woman president of the 68-year old People’s
National Party (PNP). With this, the stage was
set for more history: she will become the first
woman Prime Minister of the great nation of
Jamaica.

Simpson Miller knows full well the numerous
challenges in store as she embarks on this
political journey as Prime Minister. She is no
stranger to the political arena—where partisan
and national expectations are high—and real-
izes that there is much to be done to address
the many problems of the Jamaican society.
The much anticipated question about the di-
rection in which Simpson Miller intends to take
the country will begin to unfold in a couple of
days when she is sworn in as Prime Minister
and appoints her Cabinet to implement her pri-
orities.

Yesterday, in Ocho Rios, St. Ann Jamaica,
Simpson Miller shed a single tear as she ac-
cepted the People’s National Party’s symbolic
baton of leadership from P.J. Patterson, the
outgoing Prime Minister. Simpson Miller
stressed the need for unity, and urged the
party to have its election machinery oiled and
ready by June this year. Simpson Miller
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praised Patterson, who has led the party for
14 years, for helping her political career, and
she paid tribute to their friendship even when
they competed against each other for the
presidency fourteen years ago.

In her acceptance speech yesterday before
ruling party’s National Executive Council
(NEC) she calmly stated “I come to you today
with no malice, no malice whatsoever, be-
cause | come today as your party leader. | am
determined to lead a united party. | am deter-
mined to build bridges that will lead to unity of
purpose and accomplishment of our mission. |
am determined to devote my energy and time
to the healing process because it is only in
unity that we can have strength, and it is only
in strength that we can be assured of the suc-
cess of our programs and victory for the fifth
term”.

Mr. Speaker, with change come challenges.
There are always skeptics and detractors lurk-
ing on the horizon waiting to pounce at the
first signs of failure. | am confident that Portia
Simpson Miller will rise to lead the great Ja-
maican nation into the future with optimism
and hope.

———
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, the Indian news-
paper The Telegraph ran a story on March 21
reporting that two Sikh organizations in Pun-
jab, Dal Khalsa, under the leadership of
Satnam Singh, and the Shiromani Khalsa Dal
under the leadership of Daljit Singh Bittu, are
uniting to promote a sovereign, independent
Khalistan. As you know, Mr. Speaker, the
Sikhs declared Khalistan independent on Oc-
tober 7, 1987. Ever since then, Sikhs have
been struggling against a massive Indian force
of over 500,000 troops sent to suppress their
drive for freedom.

The announcement from Dal Khalsa and the
Shiromani Khalsa Dal was met by shouts of
“Khalistan Zindabad,” meaning “Long live
Khalistan.” Now the Chief Minister of Punjab
has ordered the police to place the leaders of
both organizations under watch. Let me make
this clear, Mr. Speaker. They are under police
watch in “the world’s largest democracy” for
peaceful political activities designed to achieve
freedom for their people.

These arrests come in short order after the
recent arrests of Sikh activists Dr. Jagijit Singh
Chohan and Kanwarpal Singh Dhami for
speeches they made supporting Khalistan. Dr.
Chohan committed the additional crime of fly-
ing the Khalistani flag from his residence.
Groups of Sikhs were arrested last year in
January and June for hoisting the Khalistani
flag and making speeches in support of sov-
ereignty for Khalistan. Dal Khalsa organized
those events. It has organized numerous
events in support of a sovereign Khalistan in
Punjab, and the support has been shown to
be large. | guess this scares the Indian gov-
ernment.

Mr. Speaker, these actions are unaccept-
able in any country. We use our influence to
put pressure on totalitarian regimes for just
these kinds of tactics. They are even more un-
acceptable when the country using them
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