H1134

President Bush has already admitted
that his prescription drug plan is com-
plicated and confusing, and yet the
President refuses to give seniors more
time to sign up for a drug plan without
facing a penalty. If the President re-
fuses to act, Congress must step in.

Congressional Democrats want to ex-
tend the deadline until the end of the
year, giving seniors 7 additional
months to navigate the complexities of
the plan.

As we mark off another day on the
calendar, Mr. Speaker, time is running
out for congressional Republicans to
join us in supporting this extension.
America’s seniors cannot afford a Bush
prescription drug tax.

———

TRIBUTE TO BUCK, SCOUT WAR
DOG

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, during the President’s State
of the Union address, a military work-
ing dog was among the honored guests,
sharing box seats with First Lady
Laura Bush.

While serving alongside a soldier in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq, this
dog searched for explosives and saved
the lives of many American soldiers.
Since World War II, dogs have served
and protected our troops on nearly
every battlefield, and today they help
detect terrorists in the global war on
terrorism.

For many years, Johnny Mayo and
his dog, Buck, of Lexington, South
Carolina, worked tirelessly to promote
the dedication of America’s military
war dogs.

An inspiration for the book, ‘‘Buck’s
Heroes,” Buck, a 15-year-old Siberian
Husky, touched the lives of many peo-
ple throughout our Nation. Last Thurs-
day, Buck passed away at home. Today
I am honored to recognize his unique
service for all American military dogs,
which is especially needed in the war
on terrorism.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

————

IMMIGRATION AND THE LOS
ANGELES RALLY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, as a proud
daughter of immigrants, I rise today to
echo the message of immigrant fami-
lies across America in support of com-
prehensive immigration reform.

This past weekend, I took part in the
largest demonstration that has ever
taken place in California, in the area of
Los Angeles, since the Vietnam War.
Half a million people, if not a million,
marched peacefully to let the Senate
know that an enforcement-only border
protection approach will not solve our
broken immigration system. Nearly
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40,000 students across Southern Cali-
fornia and some from my district even
marched to defend human rights and
immigration reform.

I urge them to return to their class-
rooms and empower themselves
through education to make a difference
in their future. President Bush said,
“Immigration is an important topic.
We need to maintain our perspective.
At its core immigration is a sign of a
confident and successful Nation.”

Our Nation needs laws that protect
our borders, embrace our families, and
provide earned legalization for law-
abiding immigrants. Immigrant fami-
lies are an important part of our social
fabric and economy. Our Nation should
not turn its back and ignore their
needs.

———

THE NEW YORK TIMES GOT IT
RIGHT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I never
thought I would stand on our House
floor and say the words I am about to
say, but here goes: the New York
Times got it right.

Yes, you heard me correctly. Over
the weekend, the New York Times ran
an article touting the success of the
new Medicare prescription drug pro-
gram with the headlines: ‘‘For some
who solve the puzzle, Medicare drug
plan pays off.”

It is about time that the mainstream
media started reporting on the success
of the Medicare program. For months
Republicans have been holding town
halls and coming to this floor to dis-
cuss how this historic program is help-
ing America’s seniors save money on
their prescription drugs.

But the media and Democrats have
turned a blind eye. They have ignored
folks such as Virginia Shores who
thought she heard her pharmacist
wrong when he told her that with her
new Medicare prescription drug card
the cost of her prescriptions was only
$50, down from $250.

Well, I suppose every once in a blue
moon the mainstream media gets
something right. Perhaps now is the
time for Democrats to take time off
from their demagoguery and actually
listen to seniors.

It is amazing what you can learn.
Just look at the New York Times.

———

THE SENATE NEEDS TO PASS THE
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOP-
MENT ACT

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
share my thoughts on our Nation’s
need for passing the comprehensive
Water Resources Development Act by
this Congress.
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On July 14 of last year, H.R. 2864, the
Water Resources Development Act,
passed here in this House by a resound-
ing 406-14. The measures authorized
major flood control, navigation, envi-
ronmental restoration, and other water
resource projects.

Yet once again, similar to years past,
this vital legislation has become
bogged down by our colleagues in the
other body. It is critical that we return
to a 2-year cycle to provide continuity
for vital water-related infrastructure.
Infrastructure investment has been and
will continue to be the bedrock founda-
tion of our economic growth and public
safety.

A water resource bill is critical to
the protection of our environment and
the public safety, and the Nation needs
this one right now.

————
MEDICARE PART D IS WORKING

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to talk about the good news that is
spreading across the country. Medicare
part D is working. Seniors are signing
up for a drug benefit through Medicare
for the very first time.

According to recent studies, seniors
could save as much as $1,100 annually.
This is real savings for our senior popu-
lation. Over 27 million Medicare-eligi-
ble beneficiaries now have drug cov-
erage, a 25 percent increase from Feb-
ruary, a 25 percent increase in 1 month.

Medicare’s initial goal for the first
year of enrollment was between 28 and
30 million beneficiaries, and they are
well on their way there. In my home
State of West Virginia, over 226,000
beneficiaries now have coverage, a 6
percent increase just in the month of
February.

72,000 of those live in my district.
This is real success. I sat next to John
the other day at a dinner. He informed
me with his new Medicare prescription
drug coverage he is going to save $4,000
this year.

This is good news. There is much
more work to be done. We must pull to-
gether to work with our constituents
to find the best plans for their indi-
vidual situations.

———

A TALE OF TWO YALE SPIES

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Yale Univer-
sity proudly boasts it has among its
students a so-called former Taliban
leader. The Taliban promotes treating
women like property, intolerance for
religious diversity, hate for freedom,
and death to America.

Has Yale let a Taliban spy into its
midst? Has elitist Yale University lost
its way? But Yale did have a spy grad-
uate from its university over 200 years
ago. He was a 2l1-year-old. His name
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