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honor steps are to be completed which include
intense memorization, and this all concludes
with testing. This is not an easy achievement.

Andrea, a 5th grade student, will be hon-
ored May 7, 2006, at First Assembly of God
for her outstanding accomplishment.

| ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in congratulating
Andrea Freed for her outstanding accomplish-
ments in the Missionette Program. It is an
honor to represent the Fourth Congressional
District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure to sa-
lute outstanding citizens such as Kayla.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to congratulate and pay tribute to
Paul Beykirch, who recently received the Se-
dalia Area Chamber of Commerce’s Out-
standing Citizen Award. He has distinguished
himself with dedicated service to the commu-
nity of Sedalia, MO.

The Chamber of Commerce honored Mr.
Beykirch for his values, community service,
and involvement. Mr. Beykirch has been a
member ofthe Bothwell Regional Health Cen-
ter's Board of Trustees for the past 16 years
and currently serves as its president. He is a
former Rotary Club president and is currently
the president of County Distributing Company
Incorporated. Mr. Beykirch enjoys working with
children as an assistant golf coach and as a
Cub Scout Leader. | had previously honored
Mr. Beykirch by nominating him to serve on
the National Security Forum at America’s Air
War College.

Mr. Speaker, | am certain that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Paul
Beykirch and in wishing him luck in his future
endeavors.
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Judge Marcel Notzon I, who has admi-
rably served Laredo for the past twenty-three
years as a United States Magistrate Judge for
the Southern District of Texas. After such a
long and distinguished career, Judge Notzon
is retiring this month to spend time with his
wife of forty-four years, Nora Lee, and his thir-
teen grandchildren.

It is a great honor for me to enter into the
record the accomplishments of Judge Notzon
in recognition of his legal career which has
spanned over thirty-nine years, and extraor-
dinary service to the federal judiciary. He
served his country as a part of the United
States Navy from 1956 to 1960, and was hon-
orably discharged from his service. Following
his discharge, he attended Laredo Junior Col-
lege, and went on to complete law school at
St. Mary’s University, where he graduated first
in his class.
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Judge Notzon is well-known in Laredo for
his compassion for people, including the de-
fendants that come in front of him in the court.
He has made great contributions to the com-
munity as well through his involvement with
the Boys and Girls Club of Laredo, Little
League, and other charities since 1974. Early
in his legal career, he joined the Laredo Legal
Aid Society, an organization that offers legal
representation to those who otherwise could
not afford it. It is his exemplary compassion,
and his deep commitment to his faith that
makes him such a great public servant to the
community of Laredo.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to
honor Judge Marcel Notzon Il, who has left a
lasting impact on the South Texas legal com-
munity, and the country at large.

————————
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Charles W. “Chuck” Fulkerson, a retired
U.S. Army Colonel, who will retire from the po-
sition of Executive Director of the Nevada Of-
fice of Veterans’ Services, effective March 31,
2006.

Born in Idaho, he graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno in 1958, with a de-
gree in Agriculture Economics. As a Distin-
guished Military Graduate of the Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corp, he was commissioned as
second lieutenant infantry in 1958. Chuck
served in a wide variety of assignments in the
U.S. Army until his retirement from military
service in 1991. His active duty military career
includes two combat tours in Vietham as an
Infantry Officer, assignments in Europe and a
tour as the Assistant Professor of Military
Science at the University of Nevada, Reno.
After leaving active service, Chuck served with
the Nevada Military Department. He was ap-
pointed by Governor Robert List as the Direc-
tor of the State Selective Service from 1979 to
1985. Recalled to active duty by Governor
Richard Bryan in 1985, Chuck concluded his
military career as the United States Property
and Fiscal Officer for the Nevada National
Guard. He is a graduate of the National De-
fense University and his military decorations
include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star
Medal the Air Medal, the coveted Combat In-
fantry Badge and the Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry with the Gold Star.

Under Chuck’s leadership, the Nevada Of-
fice of Veterans Services realized significant
achievements benefiting Nevada’s veterans
and their families. The State’s Veterans Serv-
ice Officer staff doubled in size, making it pos-
sible for more Nevada veterans to receive
their VA benefits and recognition for their serv-
ice than ever before. His leadership was also
instrumental in securing $9 million for the ex-
pansion of the State’s two veterans’ ceme-
teries; the Northern Nevada Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery in Fernley and the Southern Ne-
vada Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Boulder
City. Chuck’s efforts made possible additional
burial plots, columbariums, and new mainte-
nance and administration buildings, greatly in-
creasing the Cemeteries’ ability to properly
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honor those who served. Additionally, the
State’s Guardianship Program was expanded
under his leadership, affording care to many
more indigent veterans residing in the State of
Nevada than ever before.

Of his many achievements during his tenure
as the Executive Director of the Nevada Office
of Veterans Service, Chuck is most proud of
his efforts to bring skilled nursing services to
Nevada veterans in need of long term care
through the construction of the Nevada State
Veterans Home in Boulder City. Prior to the
opening of the State’s Veterans Home, Ne-
vada was one of very few states in the U.S.
that did not have a state veterans home to
care for veterans in need of 24-hour skilled
nursing care. Chuck’s leadership not only dra-
matically increased the State’s offerings to Ne-
vada veterans, but created a road map for fu-
ture increases in services for veterans.

Chuck has been actively involved in vet-
erans’ issues throughout his career. He is a
founder and officer of the Veterans Hospital
Foundation in Reno and a life member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, the Vietham Veterans of Amer-
ica, and the U.S. Army Retired Officers Asso-
ciation. Active in the community, Chuck be-
longs to the Reno Sunrise Rotary Club where
he has been designated a Paul Harris Fellow.
He also serves on the Executive Board of the
Nevada Area council of the Boy Scouts of
America and is a guest lecturer at the UNR
and UNLV military departments. Chuck is mar-
ried to Mary Lee Metzker and has three chil-
dren and five grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Chuck Fulkerson on the floor of the House. He
is a fine American and a true hero to those
who have had the honor of knowing and serv-
ing with him. He has an unwavering spirit for
the veterans of yesterday, today and tomor-
row. | wish him the best in retirement.
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Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in opposition to the National
Food Uniformity Act (H.R. 4167) and in sup-
port of the right of every state to enforce their
laws and protect the health of their citizens.

This legislation amends the Federal Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Act to create a national
standard for food safety labeling. It seeks to
achieve a national standard by overriding most
state and local food safety warnings and by
prohibiting new ones unless they are identical
to national requirements.

If enacted, this legislation would not only
compromise consumer safety with a “lowest-
common denominator protection” but also se-
riously undermine state authority. Over two
hundred state laws regarding food safety la-
beling would be superseded by the National
Food Uniformity Act. The specter of such a
wide-reaching federal measure has prompted
thirty-nine state attorney generals to organize
in opposition to legislation they say would
“strip state governments of their ability to pro-
tect their residents through state laws and reg-
ulations relating to the safety of food and food
packaging.”
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