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I ask my colleagues on the left, I ask
my Democrat colleagues, to join with
us and complete the reforms of cam-
paign finance reform.

—————

GATOR NATION

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the University of
Florida’s first-ever men’s basketball
national championship. Coach Billy
Donovan and his young, explosive team
beat UCLA, one of the most storied col-
lege basketball programs ever, 73-57.
The Gators took the lead in the very
beginning and never looked back.

Truly a testament to the power of
youth, the Gators were led by four
sophomores and one junior. Coach
Donovan himself became the second
youngest coach to win a national title.
In addition, he is now one of three peo-
ple to coach a national champion and
play in a Final Four.

Florida is now one of only seven
schools to win a national championship
in football and basketball. While the
University of Florida has had a reputa-
tion as a football school, this cham-
pionship proves that Gator basketball
has arrived.

I congratulate the University of Flor-
ida on their victory. It is great to be a
Florida Gator.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMPBELL of California). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
4, 2005, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

PORT SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, members
of the public might be surprised to
learn that we are defending United
States ports against the threat of nu-
clear weapons for the most part with a
faith-based honor system.

Here is how it works: there is some-
thing called the C-TPAT program.
Now, foreign interests, so far 10,000,
have indicated interest, file paperwork
with the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. Now the Department of Home-
land Security is a little understaffed.
We have to have tax cuts for the rich
people. So they do not have enough
people to process these things. But
once you file that form with them, you
are considered to not be a threat be-
cause you filled out the paperwork. So
far 5,800 have filed. About a third of
them have been visited once. One site
visit and then you are certified for 3
years. One site visit.
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So all you do is you get all the ter-
rorists with the AK-47s and the kafias
to get off the property for a day and
you say, look, good place, security
plan, legitimate business, you get the
stamp of approval. Now you are no
longer considered a high risk in terms
of what you might put in a container.
What you then have to do is when you
want to ship a container to the United
States, you have to send the shipping
invoice a day in advance before it is
put on the ship. So what you do is you
say this container contains 200 bird-
baths, because, of course, you would
not say 199 birdbaths and one small
tactical nuclear weapon. You would
not do that. But we do not check those
containers until they get to the United
States of America, and then we check a
very small percentage of them here
using high technology.

Now, today we have the Assistant
Secretary, Mr. JACKSON, in, who told us
what their future plans are. Now, re-
member we have this threat. Things
are coming to the United States of
America. We do not really know what
they are, on this honor system. We
have not inspected those facilities.
Even if they had been inspected, they
were only inspected one day every
three years. They have set a goal here,
and he said that their goal is 100 per-
cent inspection of all containers as
they depart a U.S. port headed into our
country.

First I thought that was a misprint.
I thought his staff screwed up his testi-
mony here. No, he meant it. He is say-
ing we know that these containers,
when they come to the United States,
might have a nuclear bomb inside; so
their goal is that they will check all
those containers with our technology
within a very few years before they
leave the port to an interior city. He
did not really respond when I asked if
that meant our ports have become sac-
rifice zones.

They are so uncertain of the faith-
based honor system, the C-TPAT sys-
tem, and what is going on overseas
that they want to put in place tech-
nology at taxpayer expense, technology
to check 100 percent of those con-
tainers for nuclear weapons before they
go from U.S. ports to inland U.S. cities.

When I asked him if maybe we might
extend that perimeter overseas and re-
quire that all containers be inspected
overseas for nuclear weapons, he was
saying that would be very difficult, but
he actually admitted it might be pos-
sible given the technology recently
modeled in Hong Kong.

But the Republican majority on the
committee said no way, we are not
going to allow the inspection of those
containers overseas. It would slow
down those Chinese goods flooding into
the United States of America and other
things manufactured overseas. It would
hurt commerce. There would be trucks
lined up for miles back into mainland
China with goods on them waiting to
come to Wal-Mart here.

This is fairly extraordinary to me.
The Republican majority and the Re-
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publican administration are admitting
that there are potential threats in
these containers. They have put in
place a faith-based honor system, but
they are working hard to see that we
will check those containers after they
have arrived at an American port be-
fore they go to another American city.
Those of us who live a little bit inland
will be thankful for that, but I really
do not agree with the philosophy that
turns our ports into sacrifice zones.

No. We need to check 100 percent of
these containers for threats meaning-
fully with high technology equipment
overseas before they come to the
United States of America.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

REMEMBERING ALICIA BONURA
AND ASHLEY BROWN

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to claim the time of the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, every day par-
ents send their children to school with
the faith that they will return after
their classes, their sports practice, or
even clubs after school. As a father of
four, I know the feeling. I did the same
for many years on different occasions.
We as parents send our kids off, and we
trust that we will see them that night
for supper.

But for two Beaumont, Texas, fami-
lies last Thursday morning, it did not
occur that way. West Brook High
School students Alicia Bonura and
Ashley Brown were playing in the soc-
cer playoffs after school that day. That
morning their parents wished them
good luck and sent them on their way,
anticipating news of a win upon their
return. When they sent their daughters
to school, they had no idea of the
nightmare that would unfold that
afternoon. Tragically, their star soccer
players never came home.

It was supposed to be an exciting
day. Mr. Speaker, Beaumont, Texas,
has suffered through a rough year with
many families still feeling the effects
of Hurricane Rita. The West Brook
High School girls soccer team and their
successes were good news to this
storm-torn city.
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The Bruins were coming off a 14-5-2
record, and they were traveling to
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