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HaShoah, to pay respect to the millions of 
Jews who perished as a result of the Holo-
caust. Today more than ever, it is important to 
recall the insanity that swept through Europe 
and allowed ordinary men and women to be-
come mass murderers or to permit others to 
turn a blind eye to the killing. We need to re-
member the six million Jews whose lives were 
cut short because of a concerted effort to an-
nihilate an entire people. Their deaths were 
not the natural result of war and deprivation. 
They were killed intentionally and for no other 
reason than that they were Jews. We should 
also celebrate the brave individuals who shel-
tered, cared for and protected Jews despite 
the danger to themselves. 

It is shocking to find that a mere 61 years 
later, Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
is openly denying the very existence of the 
Holocaust. President Ahmadinejad stunned 
the world last December when he made a 
speech declaring that the Nazi’s mass murder 
of Jews during World War II was a myth. For-
eign minister Manouchehr Mottaki affirmed 
that Holocaust denial is now the official Iranian 
government position. ‘‘The words of [Presi-
dent] Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on the Holo-
caust and on Israel are not personal opinions, 
nor isolated statements but they express the 
view of the [Iranian] government,’’ Mottaki 
said. 

In March 2006, at the initiative of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, state- 
run Isfahan University sponsored a conference 
to ‘re-examine the scientific evidence for the 
Holocaust.’ More conferences are expected, 
as Iran tries to wrap its insupportable views in 
scholarship. Unfortunately, these Iranian lead-
ers are giving voice to a view that is becoming 
all too common. 

After President Ahmadinejad spoke, the vast 
majority of world leaders immediately con-
demned his irrational claims. UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan urged all UN members to 
‘‘combat such denial and to educate their pop-
ulations about the well established historical 
facts of the Holocaust, in which one third of 
the Jewish people were murdered along with 
countless members of other minorities.’’ I be-
lieve we need to take affirmative steps in the 
United States to make sure that our young 
people understand the horrors of that evil 
time. That’s why I introduced the Simon 
Wiesenthal Holocaust Education Assistance 
Act of 2005, to ensure that programs are de-
veloped throughout the country to teach young 
people about the millions who died and the 
terrible repercussions of unfettered hatred. I 
am pleased that Senator MENENDEZ intro-
duced a companion bill in the Senate today. 

As the generations who survived the Holo-
caust pass away, we need to make sure that 
new generations know the horrors of that ter-
rible time. We need to make sure that those 
who would deny the existence of the Holo-
caust do not have the ability to rewrite history. 
The pain of those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis is all too real. We have an obliga-
tion to remember a time when pure evil swept 
the globe, millions were swallowed up in the 
gas chambers and the Jewish people were 
nearly wiped out of existence. As Simon 
Wiesenthal said, ‘‘For your benefit, learn from 
our tragedy. It is not a written law that the next 
victims must be Jews. It can also be other 
people. We saw it begin in Germany with 
Jews, but people from more than twenty other 
nations were also murdered.’’ 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to join my voice with those of my col-
leagues who once again are commemorating 
the Armenian Genocide. On this somber day, 
we take time to recall the horrors of long ago, 
as Armenians are doing all over the world. Be-
ginning in 1914, over 1.5 million people were 
systematically killed in what historians call the 
first genocide of the twentieth century, and 
over half a million Armenians had to leave 
their homeland. 

Knowledge about the Armenian Genocide is 
spreading. Just recently, PBS broadcast an 
extremely detailed and heart-rending examina-
tion of the subject. Even in Turkey, where the 
government refuses to acknowledge what hap-
pened or consider accepting any responsibility 
for it, a growing number of historians and 
prominent individuals have openly defied An-
kara to speak truth to power. They include 
Orhan Pamuk, the country’s leading writer. 
Turkish officials sought to bring criminal 
charges against him for ‘‘defaming 
Turkishness’’ but in the end, thankfully, 
thought better of it. 

Unfortunately, President Bush, in his annual 
message about the Genocide, did not use the 
word. Once again, terms like ‘‘mass killings’’ 
and ‘‘forced exile’’ mask the depth of the hor-
ror that took place, carefully avoiding the plain 
truth. In fact, as has been described in numer-
ous newspaper articles, Ambassador John 
Evans, who was posted in Yerevan, is being 
recalled for having the courage to say publicly 
that what happened to the Armenians of the 
Ottoman Empire was Genocide. It saddens 
me that the U.S. Government would go to 
such lengths to deny the undeniable. I would 
like to commend Ambassador Evans for his 
bravery—as a career Foreign Service Officer, 
he must have known what the consequences 
might be. 

I express solidarity with my colleagues in 
this Congress who called upon President Bush 
to call the Genocide a Genocide. I hope this 
is the last year when the United States Gov-
ernment will shrink from using the word in its 
description of what the Armenians of the Otto-
man Empire endured. 

Finally, in my annual statements on the Ar-
menian Genocide, I often refer to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and comment on 
the status of the talks underway to resolve it. 
In the last year, official sources in Yerevan 
and Baku, as well as Washington, have occa-
sionally indicated that a deal was close. 
Hopes were high for the meeting last month 
between Presidents Kocharian and Aliev in 
Rambouillet, France. Unfortunately, we did not 
see the desired outcome. 

I hope that the negotiations will soon suc-
ceed in resolving this painful conflict. An Ar-
menia at peace with Azerbaijan would not 
dampen the painful memories of events in the 
early twentieth century, but it would offer reas-
surance over the prospects of Armenia in the 
twenty-first. 

91ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 91 years 
ago, a systematic and deliberate campaign of 
genocide was initiated by the Turkish Ottoman 
Empire against its Armenian population. Be-
ginning in 1915, and continuing over the next 
eight years, over one and a half million Arme-
nians were tortured and murdered, and an-
other half million were forced from their home-
land into exile. 

In his annual April 24th commemoration 
statement, President Bush once again failed to 
acknowledge this annihilation of a people as 
genocide. In a time when the denial of the Ar-
menian genocide is again on the rise in Tur-
key—and through its agents, even here in the 
United States as witnessed by a federal law-
suit in Massachusetts opposed to our public 
school history curriculum on genocide—Presi-
dent Bush once again squandered an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate American courage and 
leadership and speak out with moral clarity on 
the issue of genocide. By failing to affirm the 
Armenian Genocide, President Bush insults 
the suffering endured by the Armenian people 
and especially the remaining survivors of the 
genocide, most of whom are now in their 90s. 

Luckily, such leadership and courage is not 
lacking among the Armenian-American com-
munity. Not only do they continue their historic 
work on the recognition and documentation of 
the Armenian Genocide, but they are genuine 
leaders and partners in efforts to educate 
Americans about the other genocides of the 
20th and 21st Centuries—the Holocaust of 
World War II, Cambodia, Rwanda and Bosnia, 
to note some of the most prominent. 

Most recently, the Armenian-American com-
munity has been actively engaged in bringing 
to the attention of U.S. and world leaders the 
genocide going on right now in Darfur, Sudan. 
I would like to honor, in particular, the work of 
Mr. George Aghjayan, Chairman of the Arme-
nian National Committee of Central Massachu-
setts, who has been especially active in edu-
cation and organizing activities about Darfur. 
Mr. Aghjayan, who lives in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, has helped rally interest and support 
on Darfur not only from his own community, 
but from college students, religious leaders, 
and genocide survivors. 

I’m proud to be a member of the House 
Caucus on Armenian Issues, and to support 
the activities taking place today in the U.S. 
Congress in memory of the Armenian Geno-
cide. I am more proud, however, to have had 
the opportunity to meet and learn from the ex-
tensive Armenian-American community in cen-
tral Massachusetts and from their exemplary 
community leaders, like George Aghjayan and 
his wife, Joyce. Through them I have found 
my own voice and determination to denounce 
genocide wherever it is taking place, and to 
confront the culture of denial that would erase 
the historical record of the Armenian Geno-
cide. 
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