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cemeteries up and down Ten Mile Creek. A 
memorial is currently being organized by the 
families of the miners to recognize and honor 
them. The memorial will be dedicated later this 
summer to ensure they are never forgotten. 

Those family members gathered know first 
hand the pain of losing a loved one—the 
same pain suffered by families across West 
Virginia this year. Our state will stand with 
these families, share in their suffering, and 
continue to push for improved safety in our 
mines. 
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Holocaust Remembrance Day. Hol-
ocaust Remembrance Day has been set aside 
as a tribute to the victims of the Holocaust and 
for reminding our nation that we must vigor-
ously pursue justice for the victims of all acts 
of hatred and inhumanity, not only for their 
sake but for the sake of future generations. 

In addition, I have been concerned about 
the International Tracing Service (ITS) of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in Bad Arolsen, Germany. Driven by 
frustration with the long delays and poor re-
sponsiveness of ITS, family members of vic-
tims of the Holocaust are calling for access to 
ITS to search for their missing family mem-
bers. The American Gathering of Jewish Holo-
caust Survivors, which is the largest survivor 
organization in the world, has repeatedly 
called for the archives to be opened. In most 
instances they have received no response to 
their requests for information regarding the ac-
tual holdings of the ITS archives or on the 
issue of access. I sent a letter to Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice requesting her to 
contact ITS and insist on making these ar-
chives available to the U.S. government and 
other related government organizations. 

ITS was established by the Allied High 
Command after World War II to assist in re-
uniting families that were separated by con-
centration camps and confirm the fate of fam-
ily members during the war. The initial docu-
ment collections were deposited by the United 
States, United Kingdom and France, and in-
cluded captured documents and Displaced 
Persons’ (DP) camp records. The 30 million 
pages of archival material related about the 
approximately 17 million victims of Nazism, 
both Jews and non-Jews, includes records of 
concentration camps, forced and slave labor, 
deportations, and DP camps. The documents 
have an important memorial function to shed 
new light on our intellectual understanding of 
the Holocaust and its aftermath. 

As context for all of this human tragedy, the 
operation of the concentration camps, trans-
port and deportation systems, and perpetration 
of the Holocaust at the human, not just the 
statistical, level. All of that, and more for us to 
learn and seek to understand, lies in the ITS 
archives. It is so imperative for the ITS ar-
chives to be opened to the public. To collect 
all this vital information and put a wall up 
around it so no one could get in, makes a hor-
rific crime worse. 

I have received a response from Secretary 
Rice who stated, ‘‘[t]he United States supports 
as open access system in Bad Arolsen for vis-
iting researchers. Furthermore, the United 
States has proposed that the eleven countries 
making up the International Commission of the 
ITS receive a digitized copy of the archives so 
that individual member States can make those 
documents available for research purposes 
under their respective national privacy laws.’’ I 
am encouraged that the German Ambassador 
to the U.S. Klaus Scharioth announced on 
April 24, 2006, that the German government is 
now our partner in getting the ITS archive 
opened and copies made as quickly as pos-
sible. 

I also rise today in recognition of the 58th 
anniversary of the independence of the State 
of Israel. On May 14, 1948, the State of Israel 
was established as a sovereign and inde-
pendent state. I am an original cosponsor of a 
resolution to recognize this important anniver-
sary. Since 1948, the United States and Israel 
have developed a close friendship based on 
common democratic values, religious affinities, 
and security interests. U.S.-Israeli bilateral re-
lations are multidimensional. Both countries 
have long recognized that their mutual inter-
ests of deterring war, promoting stability and 
achieving peace are not far off. I am com-
mitted to maintaining the close relationship 
that the U.S. government enjoys with Israel to 
secure democracy in the Middle East. 
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Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Lesley C. Dinwiddie, 
past-president of the American Nephrology 
Nurses’ Association (ANNA), for her compas-
sion, dedication, and pioneering contributions 
to nephrology nursing and kidney patients 
across the country. 

As ANNA’s 2004–05 president and a mem-
ber of the organization for 24 years, Ms. 
Dinwiddie has inspired nephrology nurses to 
reach the highest levels of practice and patient 
care. A visionary leader, she has implemented 
a broad range of initiatives that will continue to 
improve care for patients whose lives depend 
on dialysis and other kidney replacement 
treatments. 

The rising rates of kidney disease under-
score the urgency of Ms. Dinwiddie’s work: 
about 20 million Americans suffer from the dis-
ease today. The number of people diagnosed 
has doubled each decade for the last two dec-
ades and will likely continue to do so as Baby 
Boomers age. 

For those who have lost over 85 percent of 
their kidney function, a condition known as 
end stage renal disease (ESRD), the only way 
to stay alive is to receive dialysis or a kidney 
transplant. There are now over 400,000 peo-
ple in this country who are being treated for 
ESRD. Caring for these patients calls for high-
ly-trained experts with sophisticated knowl-
edge, making nephrology nursing one of the 
most challenging and rewarding nursing spe-
cialties practiced today. It is also one of the 
largest; ANNA’s membership—now over 
12,000—continues to grow each year. 

As an ANNA president, Ms. Dinwiddie has 
led the association to many accomplishments. 
She spearheaded ANNA’s advocacy efforts as 
the organizition worked with the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) on 
such crucial issues as the nursing shortage, 
the role of the advanced practice nurse, and 
reimbursement for kidney care. She helped 
fuel grassroots advocacy efforts for the Kidney 
Care Quality and Improvement Act, H.R. 1298, 
of which I am pleased to be a cosponsor. This 
bill would modernize Medicare, advance qual-
ity care, and increase awareness of kidney 
disease in local communities. 

Ms. Dinwiddie has also recognized the im-
portance of recruiting and retaining nephrology 
nurses to help ensure the future of the spe-
cialty. She currently leads ANNA’s annual 
‘‘Nephrology Nurses Week,’’ a national cam-
paign that recognizes and celebrates the crit-
ical role of nephrology nurses in patient care. 
During another annual event, ‘‘ESRD Edu-
cation Week,’’ Ms. Dinwiddie and other ne-
phrology nurses across the country invite state 
and federal legislators to visit dialysis units in 
their districts to learn more about kidney dis-
ease and treatments. I was pleased to visit the 
Cary Kidney Center in the congressional dis-
trict I represent in August 2004. Ms. Dinwiddie 
has also expanded ANNA’s collaborations with 
other nursing and kidney-related organiza-
tions, helping to ensure that the voices of ne-
phrology nurses continue to be heard. 

Professionally, Ms. Dinwiddie runs an inde-
pendent nephrology nursing consulting prac-
tice in Cary, NC, specializing in vascular ac-
cess for hemodialysis, education, and re-
search. She is a member of the National Kid-
ney Foundation’s Kidney Disease Outcomes 
Quality Initiative’s (K/DOQI) Vascular Access 
Subcommittee and CMS’s Fistula First Break-
through Initiative. Ms. Dinwiddie is also a re-
viewer for ANNA’s official journal, Nephrology 
Nursing, as well the Dialysis & Transplantation 
journal, and has numerous publications and 
presentations to her credit. She received a Di-
ploma in General Nursing in Australia, a B.A. 
in psychology at the University of Arkansas, 
and her Masters in Nursing Science at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Lesley Dinwiddie for her years of vi-
sion, leadership, and commitment. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am happy to congratulate Ajay 
Kuntamukkala and Lavanya Reddy of Rock-
ville, Maryland on the birth of their new baby 
girl. Nilaya Kuntamukkala was born on April 
12, 2006 at 1:59 p.m., weighing 5 pounds and 
13 ounces. She has been born into a loving 
home, where she will be raised by parents 
who are devoted to her wellbeing and bright 
future. Her birth is a blessing. 
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