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we received during today’s consider-
ation of amendments to H.R. 4939, the
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions bill. We have taken up a lot of
amendments to the bill, and we have
heard a lot of debate. We know this
will continue probably on into next
week before we complete action on the
bill. But we look forward to consid-
ering any suggestions that Senators
have for improving the legislation. We
would just as soon they did not spend a
lot of time finding ways to improve the
bill. But we think we made good
progress today.

We thank all Senators and especially
Senator MURRAY for her help in man-
aging the bill today. Senator BYRD, the
ranking Democrat, the senior Demo-
crat, on the committee, has been a
friend for a long time, and I have ap-
preciated his help and counsel and ad-
vice and assistance as well.

I know of nothing further to come be-
fore the Senate, so we will await the
advice of the leader before any further
action is taken.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, Florida was hit by four hurri-
canes in 2005, a devastating year for
killer storms. Starting with Delmis in
July, followed by Katrina in August,
Rita in September, and finishing with
Wilma in October, when the hurricane
season finally ended, 39 of Florida’s 67
counties had been declared Federal dis-
aster areas. In the aftermath, 40,000
roofs were repaired by the Army Corps;
“Blue Roof’ program and approxi-
mately 3,000 temporary trailers were
used as housing for Floridians left
homeless by the storms.

While I am emely appreciative of the
assistance extended to Florida by this
body, today I joined Senators CORNYN
and HUTCHISON of Texas and Senator
LANDRIEU of Louisiana on an amend-
ment to H.R. 4939, the supplemental ap-
propriations bill, which ensures no
State will receive an allocation ofless
than 3.5 percent of the $5.2 billion in-
cluded in this bill for disaster Commu-
nity Development Block Grant funds.
This is extremely important to the
panhandle of Florida because the last
suppemental appropriation bill of fiscal
year 2006 did not include Hurricane
Dennis.

After Dennis made landfall, 27 per-
cent or over 12,000 homes were damaged
in Santa Rosa County the same region
decimated by Hurricane Ivan in 2004,
Escambia County suffered $73.8 million
in damages from Dennis. Franklin
County’s oyster beds and processing
plant were nearly destroyed. Parts of
Wakulla County were left under water
by storm surges of more than 10 feet. I
have not forgotten Dennis’ victims and
want them to know I am fighting for
them.

South Florida will also benefit great-
ly from additional CDBG dollars. With
total insured losses of $8 billion, Wilma
is ranked the second most expensive
hurricane among the eight to strike
Florida during 2004 and 2005.

I thank the committee for crafting
language in the bill we are now consid-
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ering which would make communities
impacted by Dennis eligible for relief.
Further, I note the House did not in-
clude similar language and urge my
colleagues in the Florida delegation to
fight to keep the Senate provision in-
tact during conference.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I wish to
take a moment this afternoon and dis-
cuss this supplemental and the need to
restore some fiscal responsibility to
this body. America has had some big
challenges thrown at it over the last 5
years 9/11, the war on terror, and Hurri-
cane Katrina and those challenges have
required some commitment from the
Federal Treasury. I accept that. But
Congress can not continue to spend
without restraint, and this administra-
tion can not continue to rely on the
use of emergency supplementals to cir-
cumvent the congressional budget
process.

When the President sent his budget
request for fiscal year 2007 up to Con-
gress, the administration indicated
that Congress should expect some
emergency supplemental requests as
well. On February 16, the administra-
tion asked for $92.2 billion in emer-
gency funding for the war on terror and
hurricane recovery. I think we need to
ask some tough questions about budget
processes and emergency funding re-
quests. Do all of these dollars truly be-
long outside the normal budget and ap-
propriations debate? I support the war
on terror, and I am sympathetic to the
devastation caused by the hurricanes,
but neither of those events justifies a
blank check from Congress.

The President has asked for $92.2 bil-
lion, and I think that—at a minimum—
we need to work our way back to that
number in conference. We need to take
a careful look at all of the President’s
requests, as well as the priorities that
other Senators have, and make a deci-
sion as to whether these provisions are
truly emergency needs.

I realize that some of my colleagues
might take exception to these com-
ments, since I have pushed for agricul-
tural disaster assistance. I believe the
most important component of that
package is the energy assistance pay-
ments, to help farmers manage unprec-
edented increases in the cost of fuel
and fertilizer price increases that were
caused in large part by the hurricanes.
Congress has been generous in address-
ing gulf coast recovery, but we cannot
address some of the impact while leav-
ing others to absorb the full impact of
an unforeseeable disaster. Producers
have waited and waited, watching one
supplemental after another go by with-
out their legitimate concerns being ad-
dressed.

Budgets are about priorities—allo-
cating the right amount of money to
the right places at the right time for
the right reasons. We have limited re-
sources, and we need to allocate them
wisely. I am confident that, working in
good faith with our colleagues in the
House and the administration, we can
bring the overall dollar figure down,
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while still addressing the truly press-
ing needs that are out there.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I had
hoped we could have made further
progress on the emergency supple-
mental bill. Unfortunately, today we
were only able to dispose of two
amendments with rollcall votes—only
two amendments. I am disappointed
that the Senator from Oregon pre-
vented us from voting on some of the
amendments that had been in the
queue, in line, and ready for votes.

Having said that, we know this is an
emergency bill, supplemental emer-
gency spending. Time is of the essence.
Tomorrow there is a retreat on the
other side of the aisle, and therefore we
will not be able to make further
progress. For that reason, I will send a
cloture motion to the desk to ensure
we can finish this emergency bill at a
reasonable time next week.

CLOTURE MOTION

I now send that cloture motion to the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 391, H.R. 4939, the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act for Defense, the
Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Recov-
ery, 2006.

Bill Frist, Thad Cochran, Judd Gregg,
Lamar Alexander, Wayne Allard, John-
ny Isakson, Mitch McConnell, Mel Mar-
tinez, Orrin Hatch, Kay Bailey
Hutchison, George Allen, Norm Cole-
man, Pat Roberts, Richard Shelby,
Larry Craig, Richard Burr, Robert F.

Bennett.
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Ilive

quorum be waived.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

CONGRATULATING CRAIG
WILLIAMS
Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to congratulate a distin-
guished Kentuckian who has been hon-
ored with a very distinguished award. I
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