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the energy to learn about each other. For this
commitment to her profession and to her stu-
dents, Ms. Las will receive The Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching—the highest honor a teach-
er of mathematics or science can receive.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Ms.
Debra Las for receiving the 2005 Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching. Quality science teachers,
like Ms. Las, inspire our students’ inquisitive
nature to explore new challenges, innovative
career paths, and the future of ideas. Her
steadfast professionalism and abilities in the
classroom are a standard for which all edu-
cators should aim.

———

RECOGNIZING SAMUEL A. BRANDT
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Samuel A. Brandt, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 357, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Samuel has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Samuel has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Samuel A. Brandt for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

THE AMERICAN DREAM ACT
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of an article published in the New
York Carib News urging passage of the
“American Dream Act”. This act has bipartisan
support in Congress and it needs much more
support so that it can be passed in the House.
The act enables U.S.-raised immigrant stu-
dents to go to college which will put them on
the correct path toward citizenship.

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) is
the largest national Hispanic civil rights and
advocacy organization in the U.S., has ex-
pressed a great amount of support for this
very important piece of legislation. There are
many students in the country who have little to
look forward to after high school. The article
points out that every year 65,000 young peo-
ple who are brought to the U.S. by their par-
ents cannot seek higher education after high
school due to their status as immigrants. That
fact of life hinders them from further enjoying
the wealth and opportunity of our Nation.

| fully support the passage of this bill in the
House. Passage of this bill will allow for tal-
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ented students to have access to higher edu-
cation, something they otherwise would not
have. This will show our strong-willed commit-
ment to offering the best opportunities for
those that work hard. Everyone deserves an
equal chance for an education.

We cannot delay any longer the passage of
this bill since graduation is just around the
comer for many students. We need to further
encourage our young people to achieve more
and to better their lives and the lives of their
families. Americans must understand that the
power of the American Dream is that it is ex-
tended to all those who seek it. It shall be
available today just as it was for their
forbearers’ centuries ago.

| enter into the RECORD this article for high-
lighting the importance of an effective and
comprehensive immigration reform policy. This
country is about allowing all those who wish to
work hard to advance their status the oppor-
tunity to do so. It should be in the best interest
of our nation and the people to provide edu-
cation to the children of immigrant families and
to extend the same assistance that we would
want extended to us in time of need.

NCLR SUPPORTS ‘‘THE AMERICAN DREAM
AcCT” AND URGES NEW LEGISLATION TO IM-
PROVE ACCESS TO COLLEGE
WASHINGTON, DC—The National Council of

La Raza (NCLR), the largest national His-

panic civil rights and advocacy organization

in the U.S., expressed strong support to ‘“The

American Dream Act’” recently introduced

in the U.S. House of Representatives by Rep-

resentatives Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL),

Howard Berman (D-CA), and Lucille Roybal-

Allard (D-CA) . .. This bipartisan legisla-

tion will enable U.S.-raised immigrant stu-

dents to go to college and start on the path
to citizenship.

“This bill will give thousands of young
people who have worked hard in school and
have demonstrated a willingness to con-
tribute to this country the chance to follow
their dreams to college,” stated Janet
Murguia, NCLR President and CEO. ‘“We are
pleased that Republicans and Democrats on
the Senate Judiciary Committee came to-
gether to include the language of the
‘DREAM Act’ (S. 2075), which also broadens
access to college, as part of the immigration
legislation now under debate. We urge the
House to follow the Senate’s lead and ap-
prove ‘The American Dream Act’ as soon as
possible.”

Every year, 65,000 young people whose par-
ents brought them to the U.S. as babies or
toddlers graduate from American high
schools. While they have the academic cre-
dentials to pursue a higher education, their
immigration status bars them from opportu-
nities that make a college education afford-
able—in-state tuition rates, loans and
grants, most private scholarships, and the
ability to work legally to earn their way
through college. ‘‘The American Dream Act”’
and its companion legislation in the Senate
will significantly increase access to college
for talented young people who otherwise
would not be able to seek higher education.

“With graduation around the corner, Con-
gress cannot delay in passing this bill. Oth-
erwise, high school will be the end of the
road for thousands of students who have
worked hard in school and aspire to con-
tribute to our society as productive, tax-pay-
ing workers. These young people are certain
to add to the great abundance and economic
vitality of this country. Congress must not
fail these students and their families by con-
tinuing to keep the doors to college and the
American Dream closed to them,” concluded
Murguia.

E699

CONGRATULATING HICKORY
STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the
Hickory Street Presbyterian Church in Scran-
ton Pennsylvania, which was founded Jan. 28,
1856, and is now celebrating its 150th anni-
versary.

At the time of its founding, the church was
known as the German Presbyterian Church. It
was renamed the Hickory Street Presbyterian
Church in 1931.

The church has been served by 11 pastors,
four of whom have served tenures in excess
of 20 years. In 1993, Hickory Street Pres-
byterian Church and Petersburg Presbyterian
Church merged.

Hickory Street Presbyterian Church has
been a community leader in many ways over
the years. It has been a passionate supporter
of many charitable agencies including Bread
Basket of Northeastern Pennsylvania, Safety
Net, Exodus Prison Ministries, St. Francis of
Assisi Kitchen and the Bethel AME Homeless
Shelter.

Hickory Street Presbyterian Church is the
largest Presbyterian Church in Scranton and
one of the largest Presbyterian Churches in
the region.

Many of the church’s members are active in
the community and have served as judges,
physicians, councilmen, teachers, neighbor-
hood leaders, bankers, lawyers, firemen and
police officers. Eight Hickory Street church
members have been called into the profes-
sional ministry.

Hickory Street Presbyterian Church has a
rich history of youth ministry that has carried
out mission trips to Maine, Virginia, Ten-
nessee, Washington, DC and Montana.

The church structure is a landmark in
Scranton that has received awards from the
Architectural Heritage Society.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Hickory Street Presbyterian Church
on this auspicious occasion. More than any-
thing, Hickory Street Presbyterian Church has
spread the love of Jesus Christ through its
mission and ministry, through its local, national
and world outreach and through the devotion
and love of its people.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE MEN
AND WOMEN OF THE JOINT PUB-
LIC AFFAIRS SUPPORT ELEMENT
IN SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the men and women of the Joint
Public Affairs Support Element (JPASE).
JPASE stood up in early 2005 at the Joint
Warfighting Center in Suffolk, Virginia.

JPASE is instrumental in providing public af-
fairs training, counsel, doctrine and personnel
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