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in the international community regarding the 
Palestinian people. 

Despite these struggles, Israel has grown 
from a state of less than a million people in 
1948, to a state of over seven million today. 
The Israeli people have created one of the 
strongest democracies in the world, renowned 
for their scientific, technological, medical and 
agricultural innovations. Their commitment to 
promoting human rights, to protecting the rule 
of law, and to open and fair elections is 
unparallel in the region and is an inspiration to 
oppressed people around the globe. 

Today, 58 years after declaring its inde-
pendence, Israel and the United States con-
tinue to share the common values and ideals 
of advancing democracy and promoting 
human rights around the globe. As our strong-
est ally in fighting terrorism, Israel, a country 
which has had to fight against terrorism and 
attacks from its neighbors for its entire exist-
ence, continues to play a vital role in pro-
moting American interests. 

In return, we must continue to help Israel in 
its struggle for security by helping reach a 
lasting peace with its neighbors so that as fu-
ture generations celebrate this day, they may 
do so without fear of the violence that has 
plagued the Jewish state since its independ-
ence. 

Mr. Speaker, I would again like to congratu-
late the Israeli people and join them in cele-
brating the 58th Anniversary of Israel’s inde-
pendence, and look forward to working with 
them for years to come. 

f 

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 
JASON C. SHANK ON HIS AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young man from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. I am happy to announce 
that Jason C. Shank of Pemberville, Ohio, has 
been offered an appointment to attend the 
United States Air Force Academy at Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 

Jason’s offer of appointment poises him to 
attend the United States Air Force Academy 
this fall with the incoming cadet class of 2010. 
Attending one of our Nation’s military acad-
emies is an invaluable experience that offers 
a world-class education and demands the very 
best that these young men and women have 
to offer. It is one of the most challenging and 
rewarding undertakings of their lives. 

Jason brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming 
class of Air Force cadets. While attending 
Eastwood High School in Pemberville, Ohio, 
Jason attained a grade point average which 
placed him at the top of his class. While a gift-
ed athlete, Jason has maintained the highest 
standards of excellence in his academics, 
choosing to enroll and excel in Advanced 
Placement classes throughout high school. 
Jason has been a member of the National 
Honor Society, Honor Roll and has earned 
awards and accolades as a scholar and an 
athlete. 

Outside the classroom, Jason has distin-
guished himself as an excellent student-ath-
lete by earning letters in varsity track, basket-
ball and golf where he served as the captain 
of his varsity team. He has also remained in-
volved in his community by actively partici-
pating in 4–H Club, his church youth group 
and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. I have no 
doubt that Jason will employ the lessons of his 
student leadership as he excels among the 
leaders at the United States Air Force Acad-
emy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Jason C. Shank on his ap-
pointment to the United States Air Force 
Academy at Colorado Springs. Our service 
academies offer the finest military training and 
education available anywhere in the world. I 
am sure that Jason will do very well during his 
career at the United States Air Force Acad-
emy and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing him well as he begins his service to 
the Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. BILLY 
CANNADAY ON HIS SELECTION 
TO BE STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIR-
GINIA 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Dr. Billy Cannaday on his selection 
to be State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion for the Commonwealth of Virginia and for 
his dedicated service to the people of Vir-
ginia’s Fourth District. 

I have had the fortunate opportunity to work 
with Dr. Cannaday on numerous occasions 
and have seen first-hand the tremendous work 
he has accomplished as Superintendent of 
Chesterfield County Public Schools. Since 
2000, Dr. Cannaday has transformed Chester-
field schools from having less than half of its 
59 schools being fully accredited by the State 
to 100 percent receiving full accreditation. 
With his leadership and commitment to re-
spect, responsibility, honesty and account-
ability, over 80 percent of Chesterfield schools’ 
graduates continue their education. 

Prior to his service to Chesterfield schools, 
Dr. Cannaday served as Director of Sec-
ondary Education, Assistant Superintendent of 
Instruction, and Superintendent of Schools for 
Hampton City Schools. He also served as 
principal of Huntington Middle School that was 
awarded a National Blue Ribbon Award for 
Excellence under his guidance. In 1972, Dr. 
Cannaday earned a B.A. in Health and Phys-
ical Education and a Doctorate in Educational 
Administration in 1990 from Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and State University. He also 
holds a Masters in Educational Administration 
from Hampton University in 1980. 

Dr. Cannaday’s accomplishments include 
being named the 2005 Virginia Superintendent 
of the Year, 2005 Region 1 Superintendent of 
the Year, 2000 Region 2 Superintendent of 
the Year and the 2000 William & Mary Profes-
sional Educator of the Year. He was also a re-
cipient of the 2004 Leadership in Arts Instruc-
tion award by the Virginia Board of Education. 

Dr. Billy Cannaday has shown remarkable 
commitment and devotion to the education of 
the students he serves. Today we recognize 
him for his heralded leadership, integrity and 
desire for excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Dr. 
Billy Cannaday. 

f 

HONORING RECIPIENTS OF 
MENTOR’S SPOTLIGHT AWARD 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to honor mentor Charmaine Robin, and her 
mentee, Chris John Garcia, who have re-
ceived as Spotlight Awards from MENTOR. 
This mentoring pair was nominated by Baldwin 
School District, in my district in Baldwin, New 
York. They were selected from nearly two 
hundred nominations from across the country. 
For more than a decade, MENTOR/National 
Mentoring Partnership has been working to 
expand the world of quality mentoring. The 
idea is that with the help and guidance of an 
adult mentor, each child can discover how to 
unlock and achieve his or her potential. The 
mentoring program provides an answer to the 
many students who feel that no one cares 
about them and that they are cut off from our 
economic system. 

Prior to being matched with Charmaine, 
Chris was not participating in activities in 
schools, and was not making future goals for 
himself. With the help and advice of his men-
tor Charmaine, Chris became involved in 
many school activities, such as Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America and Varsity Track, 
and has challenged himself with honors and 
advanced placement courses. Chris plans to 
pursue a career in Physical Therapy. 

MENTOR determined Charmaine and Chris 
are a truly an outstanding match and that they 
demonstrate the positive impact mentoring can 
have on a young person’s life. I agree, and I 
could not be more thrilled to commend 
Charmaine and Chris for receiving the Spot-
light Award, and for their achievements. 

f 

JAMES H. WITTER OF HOMOSASSA, 
FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor a World War II vet-
eran and proud American patriot, James H. 
Witter of Homosassa, Florida. A Distinguished 
Flying Cross honoree, Mr. Witter unfortunately 
passed away earlier this year before he could 
receive his honor. 

As all Americans are aware, the men and 
women who fought in World War II were truly 
deserving of the term, the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion.’’ James Witter was no exception to this 
brave and honorable group of individuals. 

Serving in the European Theatre during 
World War II, Mr. Witter was part of a bomb-
ing run over Leipzig, Germany on February 
20, 1944. Coming under fire from German 
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anti-aircraft guns, the ball turret gunner was hit 
and severely wounded. 

Taking charge of the situation, Mr. Witter 
pulled the gunner, Victor Ray, out of his seat 
to examine the wound and administer first aid. 
Finding a severed artery, Mr. Witter knocked 
out Mr. Ray, closed off the artery with needle 
nose pliers and parachute cord and saved Mr. 
Ray’s life. All this took place while under con-
tinued attack from German anti-aircraft guns. 

Recommended at the time to receive the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Mr. Witter went 
more than 60 years without seeing the results 
of his bravery that winter day high above Ger-
many. 

I am proud to present his Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross to his widow Evelyn Witter, who was 
his loving wife for many years. While Mr. 
Witter did not live to receive this great honor, 
his family will long remember his bravery and 
fortitude in battle and how he saved the life of 
gunner Victor Ray. 

Mr. Speaker, true American heroes like 
James Witter should be honored for their serv-
ice to our Nation and for their commitment and 
sacrifices in battle. Mr. Witter is truly one of 
America’s Greatest Generation. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RYAN 
REGNELL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor National Park Service Ranger Ryan 
Regnell for his heroic actions that helped save 
eight lives and to commend him for receiving 
the U.S. Department of the Interior Valor 
Award. 

On July 25, 2003, Ranger Ryan Regnell 
was on boat patrol in the Boulder Basin of 
Lake Mead when 50-mile-per-hour winds and 
four-to-six foot waves formed. He observed a 
boat in distress and went to their aid. When 
he arrived he found three adults, three chil-
dren and two infants in a vessel that was tak-
ing on water and in danger of sinking. Recog-
nizing the seriousness of the situation, Ranger 
Regnell attached a tow line to the boat and 
towed the troubled vessel to Lake Mead Ma-
rina. He then called for back-up from Nevada 
Division of Wildlife. En route to the marina, the 
tow line snapped twice due to the extreme 
marine conditions and the heavy load. Due to 
Ranger Regnell’s skill, courage and decisive 
action, the boat and all eight occupants were 
safely delivered to shore. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ranger 
Ryan Regnell for his heroic actions, courage 
and professionalism. I further congratulate 
Ranger Regnell for receiving the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Valor Award. I thank him 
for his distinguished service and wish him the 
best in all of his future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AMOS PACHECO FOR 
HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to honor Amos 

Pacheco, a World War II veteran who recently 
celebrated his 80th birthday. 

Mr. Pacheco enlisted in the U.S. Army in 
August 1944. After basic training, he joined 
General George S. Patton’s Third Army as it 
raced into Germany. Serving in Company I, 
358th Infantry, 90th Division of the 3rd Army, 
Corporal Pacheco participated in some of the 
fiercest battles on the Western front. While the 
Germans were retreating, resistance was stiff. 
American soldiers were fighting an enemy that 
might have been beaten but wasn’t ready to 
surrender. 

In April 1945, as Allied forces were making 
the final push towards Berlin, Mr. Pacheco 
was wounded in action on the Rhine River. A 
grenade exploded and wounded him, which 
left shrapnel in his hip. After a period of con-
valescence, he returned to active duty and 
was stationed in Europe until 1946. 

Unfortunately, as each year passes, we 
have fewer World War II veterans among us. 
Men like Amos Pacheco witnessed and partici-
pated in the events that changed the world for 
the better. 

This Greatest Generation led our Nation into 
the American century. They lifted America out 
of the Great Depression and committed our 
Nation anew to our founding ideals of liberty. 
Brave Americans like Mr. Pacheco fought and 
defeated the Nazi and Japanese regimes, and 
in the process, secured freedom for millions 
here and abroad. But their work was not done. 

Even after winning World War II, the Great-
est Generation had another war to fight: the 
Cold War. An Iron Curtain descended across 
Europe, and President Truman articulated a 
policy of containment to make sure the sac-
rifices we had made during World War II were 
not in vain. 

Ultimately, freedom and liberty triumphed 
again, and it was thanks to people like Amos 
Pacheco, who had returned to San Antonio in 
1946 and started working at Kelly Air Force 
Base. There, thousands of civilian employees 
worked long hours to repair and equip the 
planes our Air Force used to safeguard our 
nation. 

I was honored to have attended the celebra-
tion of Mr. Pacheco’s 80th birthday, where his 
granddaughter, Chriselda, presented him with 
replicas of the medals he earned for his serv-
ice. 

Mr. Pacheco has been a father figure to 
Chriselda, whom he adopted when she was 
just five years old. Out of love and apprecia-
tion for her grandfather, she purchased and 
presented to him replicas of the medals that 
were lost over the years. Chriselda gave her 
grandfather a Purple Heart for the wounds he 
received and a Bronze Star, which had been 
awarded to all World War II veterans. It was 
touching to watch Chriselda and the entire 
family honor and show their love for Mr. 
Pacheco. It still humbles me to think they 
wanted me to be present. 

And to my great surprise and pleasure, Mr. 
Pacheco’s 80th birthday party was the second 
time our two families had crossed paths. After 
the presentation of the medals, Chriselda 
showed me a photo of her and my father, 
Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez. More than 20 years 
ago, Dad had attended a tree planting cere-
mony at Sarah S. King Elementary School 
where he met Chriselda, who was a student. 
Someone snapped a picture of Dad and 
Chriselda standing next to the tree, and 
Chriselda still had the photo. I know Dad 

would have been honored that she had kept 
this picture all these years. 

It was an honor to help celebrate this signal 
moment in Mr. Amos Pacheco’s life. He is one 
of San Antonio’s heroes, a beloved husband, 
father and grandfather. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY HONORS 
SCHOOL FOR RECOGNITION BY 
NEWSWEEK AS THE #4 SCHOOL 
IN THE NATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the City Honors Magnet School in 
Buffalo, New York, which has been recognized 
for its excellence in education, having been 
ranked the number four public school in the 
United States by Newsweek Magazine. 

City Honors is a Magnet school, part of the 
program started in 1975 to afford advanced 
educational opportunities to academically gift-
ed and talented high school students. Since 
then, the program has expanded to include 
grades five through eight and has distin-
guished itself as a premier academic institu-
tion. 

Newsweek has recognized that City Honors 
stands alone as the pre-eminent public institu-
tion in the region and the state. In addition, I 
would like to recognize and thank the teachers 
and administrators without whom the stimu-
lating academic environment found at City 
Honors would not be possible. 

Public education as exemplified by City 
Honors has created an environment that in-
stills a love for learning in every student. The 
value of public education for creating an in-
formed, enthusiastic and responsible citizenry 
cannot be overstated. Civic duty is an integral 
part of the American experience and City Hon-
ors has inculcated this virtue, encouraging stu-
dents such as my intern, Samuel Sanders, to 
dedicate time and effort to the important duty 
of public service. This recognition by News-
week reinforces that which I already knew, 
that Western New York has some of the best 
schools and students in the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
stand here today to recognize the accomplish-
ment of the City Honors School of Buffalo. Its 
commitment to academic excellence in public 
education has improved, and continues to im-
prove, the life of every student enrolled, and 
the environment and education it provides pro-
motes the civic and intellectual values we as 
a society hold dear. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GRAND 
OPENING OF CROWLEY CITY HALL 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
April 27th, the city of Crowley celebrated the 
grand opening of a newly renovated City Hall 
during a community open house event at-
tended by citizens, elected officials, civic and 
business leaders. Crowley City Hall is a totally 
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