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Commerce reported that the economy
grew by 4.8 percent over the past 3
months, which is the fastest rate in 3
years.

As Republicans finalize our plans to
extend the 2003 tax cuts, I urge House
Democrats to abandon their tax-and-
spend plans. Instead of playing the pol-
itics of obstructionism, they should
join Republicans in implementing
meaningful tax reform.

In conclusion, God bless our troops;
and we will never forget September 11.

———

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
in support of the goals of Cover the Un-
insured Week. Nearly 46 million Ameri-
cans, including more than 8 million
children, are living without health in-
surance. More than one-third are
Latinos, 20 percent are African Ameri-
cans, and about 19 percent are Asian
Pacific Islanders who lack any form of
health care insurance. In California,
one out of five uninsured is a child
under the age of 18.

Many current health proposals of-
fered by Republicans will do more
harm than help people living in dis-
tricts like mine. Association health
plans which ignore our State regula-
tions are not working for families.
Health saving accounts will do nothing
to improve the well-being of our fami-
lies in districts like mine.

Instead, Congress should be taking
action to ensure that no child has to
skip needed health care examinations.
We should ensure that working fami-
lies never have to choose between
going to see a doctor and putting food
on the table. We must work to elimi-
nate racial and ethnic health care dis-
parities.

Together, minorities comprise about
46 percent of the uninsured population.
All these groups represent only 24 per-
cent of the U.S. population. However,
insurance coverage is an important
predictor of whether individuals obtain
health-promoting and life-extending
services.

———

ASTHMA AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, today is
Asthma Awareness Day 2006.

On Asthma Awareness Day, May 17,
2003, there were only 20 asthma-friend-
ly States in the United States. Even
more limiting, of those 20, only nine
extended protection even further to an-
aphylaxis medication, like epinephrine
auto-injectors.

Today, historically, 47 States protect
for asthma and 38 for asthma plus ana-
phylaxis, and the final three States
have legislation pending to allow stu-
dents to carry their medication.
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Mr. Speaker, this is a tremendous
positive turnaround in just a few years
for our children. I am pleased with the
momentous progress we have made in
our Nation’s capital and statehouses.

I encourage all of us who work here
or visit the Capitol today to stop by
the Cannon Caucus Room from 11:30 to
4:00 and learn more about asthma. Get

screened, take the test, and let us
enjoy another successful Asthma
Awareness Day.

———

TOUGH BORDER SECURITY NOW

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, the situation at our porous
borders is absolutely in a state of
emergency. We are all hearing this
message from our constituents in a va-
riety of ways. This morning, I wanted
to share a very clear message that I re-
ceived from one of my constituents.

A constituent of mine actually sent
me this brick in the mail. On this brick
it says, ‘“‘Since the U.S. Government
seems to be struggling with the illegal
immigration problem, I thought I
would send you the means to begin
solving the problem. This brick is sent
to support stronger border security.”’

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are demanding action. Last December,
this House passed a very good border
security bill that would in fact put this
brick to very good use in building a se-
curity fence on our southern border.

The debate in the other body is now
turning toward amnesty for those who
have come here illegally, and that is
the wrong direction for America. We
cannot offer amnesty or expanded op-
portunities for guest workers until we
deal with the problem at hand.

I urge the U.S. Senate to listen to
the people, to look at the bill that was
passed by this House in December and,
as this brick says, support stronger
border security.

———

60-DAY FUEL TAX HOLIDAY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, we are now just
about 3 weeks away from the Memorial
Day holiday, and a gallon of gas in my
district costs $3.38. Look at this photo
from home, $3.38 for unleaded, the
cheap stuff. It is now cheaper to buy a
fast-food lunch than it is for people in
Riverside to drive to Anaheim.

Before the Memorial Day holiday, let
us give America a fuel tax holiday: 60
days with no gas tax.

I will be the first to admit this is a
short-term solution to a long-term
problem. But the American people
should not need to suffer the pain at
the pump simply because this Repub-
lican-led Congress has forsaken its ob-
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ligation to address our country’s en-
ergy crisis.

Last week, ExxonMobil announced it
had made $8.4 billion in a quarter, the
first quarter of this year. Now why
should the Federal Government give
handouts to a company that made $8
billion in 3 months?

I urge my colleagues to support this
revenue-neutral bill. It gives money
back to the taxpayers, it stops the
needless oil company giveaways, and it
gives consumers relief when they need
it the most.

———
0 1030

LET’S KEEP AMERICA GOING TO
WORK

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, this
morning, and every morning in my
memory, members of my district,

Americans all across this country and
my colleagues in the Democratic Party
went out and got in their cars, started
them up and drove to work or drove to
school. They wouldn’t have done that if
there hadn’t been gasoline or diesel in
those automobiles. And yet, the Demo-
crats have been opposing refining ca-
pacity, opposing pipelines, opposing
drilling in ANWR, opposing going to
the reserves that we know are avail-
able if we will just drill the wells and
produce the petrochemicals that are
necessary to keep this country run-
ning.

The reason we have got the problem
today is obstructionism to solve the
problem which is, let’s put gas and die-
sel in our tanks so we can keep Amer-
ica going to work.

———

RECORD PROFITS FOR OIL
COMPANIES

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Everyone knows the
0il companies are posting record prof-
its. Oil companies are blaming every-
one but themselves for large gas price
increases. The consumer is being
gouged, and oil companies continue to
avoid their responsibility.

The most recent data for the Nation
shows the average price of gas is close
to $3 a gallon. Gas prices increasing;
wages across the Nation dropping. Gas
prices hurt even more because folks
have less money to pay for them. You
know what is going on? People are ac-
tually going into their change jars to
go to the gas station to be able to pay
for the increased cost of gas. Some peo-
ple are hocking their jewelry to be able
to pay for the increased price of gas.

Price gouging is occurring as the oil
companies are reaping profits close to
$300 billion since 2001. Time for a wind-
fall profit tax. Time for a bill, the Gas
Price Spike Act. Over 50 Members of
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