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Udall (NM) Waters Whitfield
Upton Watson Wicker
Van Hollen Watt Wilson (NM)
Velazquez Waxman Wilson (SC)
Visclosky Weiner Wolf
Walden (OR) Weldon (FL) Woolsey
Walsh Weldon (PA) Wu
Wamp Weller Wynn
Wasserman Westmoreland Young (AK)

Schultz Wexler Young (FL)

NAYS—1
Kucinich
ANSWERED “PRESENT”—3
Hinchey Slaughter Stark
NOT VOTING—11
Buyer Granger Musgrave
Cardin McCrery Osborne
Dicks McDermott Poe
Evans Murphy
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So (two-thirds of those voting having
responded in the affirmative) the rules
were suspended and the resolution was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-

GROSSMENT OF H.R. 4975, LOB-
BYING ACCOUNTABILITY AND
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2006

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of the bill, H.R. 4975, the Clerk be
authorized to correct section numbers,
spelling, punctuation, and cross-ref-
erences, and to make such other tech-
nical and conforming changes as may
be necessary to reflect the actions of
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4954, SECURITY AND AC-
COUNTABILITY FOR EVERY PORT
ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 789 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 789

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4954) to im-
prove maritime and cargo security through
enhanced layered defenses, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour, with 40 minutes equally
divided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Homeland Security and 20 minutes equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
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ture. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Homeland
Security now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived. Not-
withstanding clause 11 of rule XVIII, no
amendment to the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend from
Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending which
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time is yielded for the pur-
pose of debate only.

The structured rule provides for 1
hour of general debate with 40 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, and 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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It waives all points of order against
consideration of the bill and provides
that the amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security now
printed in the bill shall be considered
as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment and shall be considered as
read.

This rule waives all points of order
against the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Homeland Security and
makes in order only those amendments
printed in the Rules Committee report
accompanying the resolution.

It provides that the amendments
printed in the report accompanying the
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resolution may be offered only in the
order printed in the report and may be
offered only by a Member designated in
the report. They shall be considered as
read and shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent
and opponent. They shall not be sub-
ject to amendment and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Com-
mittee of the Whole.

Finally, the rule waives all points of
order against the amendments printed
in the report and provides the minority
with one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this balanced rule providing
for consideration of the bipartisan Se-
curity and Accountability for Every
Port, or SAFE Port, Act. The rule,
which makes in order 10 Democrat
amendments and five Republican
amendments, will allow the House to
begin its consideration of this bill,
which has 80 bipartisan cosponsors, was
approved unanimously through its sub-
committee and full committee mark-
ups in the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, and represents a responsible
and thoughtful approach to providing
security at our Nation’s ports.

The SAFE Port Act improves cargo
security first by enhancing security at
United States ports. It requires the De-
partment of Homeland Security to de-
ploy nuclear radiological detection sys-
tems at 22 seaports by the end of fiscal
year 2007, covering 98 percent of all in-
coming maritime containers. It pro-
vides risk-based funding through a
dedicated Port Security Grant Pro-
gram and requires the Secretary of
Homeland Security to coordinate Fed-
eral, State, local, and private sector se-
curity activities by establishing a
streamlined, integrated network of vir-
tual and physical command centers.

Second, this legislation improves
cargo security by tracking and pro-
tecting containers that are en route to
the United States. This legislation will
require the Secretary to develop uni-
form standards for sealing containers
entering the United States and provide
for the improved utilization of private
sector advances in security, including
research and development of new tech-
nologies and applications. It also im-
proves the International Trade Data
System and directs the Department to
conduct additional research and test-
ing on technology integration, access
control, and data-sharing capacities.

Third, this legislation improves our
port security by preventing threats
from ever reaching the United States.
It improves the Automated Targeting
System by collecting enhanced cargo
data from importers bringing goods
through U.S. ports. It codifies the ex-
isting Container Security Initiative
and requires the Secretary to refuse
entry to high-risk cargo that the host
nation does not inspect. It also author-
izes the Department to lend detection
equipment and provide training to host
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