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were increased by the amount of employer
payroll taxes imposed on the taxpayer dur-
ing the calendar year in which the taxable
year begins.

The amount of the credit allowed under this
subsection shall not be treated as a credit al-
lowed under this subpart and shall reduce
the amount of the credit otherwise allowable
under subsection (a) without regard to sec-
tion 38(c).

‘(2) EMPLOYER PAYROLL TAXES.—For pur-
poses of this subsection—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘employer
payroll taxes’ means the taxes imposed by—

‘(i) subsections (a) and (b) of section 3111,
and

‘“(ii) sections 3211(a) and 3221(a) (deter-
mined at a rate equal to the sum of the rates
under subsections (a) and (b) of section 3111).

‘“(B) SPECIAL RULE.—A rule similar to the
rule of section 24(d)(2)(C) shall apply for pur-
poses of subparagraph (A).

‘“(f) DENIAL OF DOUBLE BENEFIT.—No de-
duction or credit under any other provision
of this chapter shall be allowed with respect
to qualified employee health insurance ex-
penses taken into account under subsection
(a).”.

(b) CREDIT TO BE PART OF GENERAL BUSI-
NESS CREDIT.—Section 38(b) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to current
year business credit) is amended by striking
“and” at the end of paragraph (29), by strik-
ing the period at the end of paragraph (30)
and inserting ¢, plus’, and by adding at the
end the following:

‘(31) the employee health insurance ex-
penses credit determined under section
45N.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
6211(b)(4)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended by striking ‘‘and 34’ and in-
serting ‘34, and 45N(e)”’.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subpart D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“Sec. 45N. Employee health insurance ex-
penses.”’.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to amounts
paid or incurred in taxable years beginning
after December 31, 2006.

SA 3873. Mr. LEAHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1955, to amend title
I of the Employee Retirement Security
Act of 1974 and the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to expand health care access
and reduce costs through the creation
of small business health plans and
through modernization of the health
insurance marketplace; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . MEDICAL MALPRACTICE INSURANCE
ANTITRUST PROVISIONS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Medical Malpractice Insurance
Antitrust Act of 2005,

(b) PROHIBITION ON ANTI-COMPETITIVE AC-
TIVITIES.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, nothing in the Act of March 9,
1945 (15 U.S.C. 1011 et seq., commonly known
as the ‘‘McCarran-Ferguson Act’’) shall be
construed to permit commercial insurers to
engage in any form of price fixing, bid rig-
ging, or market allocations in connection
with the conduct of the business of providing
medical malpractice insurance.

(c) APPLICATION TO ACTIVITIES OF STATE
COMMISSIONS OF INSURANCE AND OTHER STATE
INSURANCE REGULATORY BODIES.—This sec-
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tion does not apply to the information gath-
ering and rate setting activities of any State
commissions of insurance, or any other
State regulatory body with authority to set
insurance rates.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President. I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce Science and
Transportation’s Subcommittee on
Aviation be authorized to meet on
Tuesday, May 9, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. on
the Department of Transportation’s
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, Subcommittee on Employment
and Workplace Safety, be authorized to
hold a hearing during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 at 10
a.m. in SD-430.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘“‘Judi-
cial Nominations” on Tuesday, May 9,
2006, at 2 p.m. in Room 226 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. The witness
list will be provided when it becomes
available.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘“‘An
Introduction to the Expiring Provi-
sions of the Voting Rights Act and
Legal Issues Relating to Reauthoriza-
tion” on Tuesday, May 9, 2006, at 9:30
a.m. in Room 226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.

Witness List:

Panel I. Chandler Davidson, Radoslav
Tsanoff Professor Emeritus and Re-
search Professor, Rice University,
Houston, TX; Ted Shaw, Director-
Counsel and President, NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.
(LDF), New York City, NY; Richard L.
Hasen, William H. Hannon Distin-
guished Professor of Law, Loyola Law
School, Los Angeles, CA; Laughlin
McDonald, Director of the ACLU Vot-
ing Rights Project, Atlanta, GA; and
Samuel Issacharoff, Reiss Professor of
Constitutional Law, New York Univer-
sity School of Law, New York, NY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
AND MERCHANT MARINE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-

mous consent that the Senate Com-
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mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation’s Subcommittee on
Surface Transportation and Merchant
Marine be authorized to meet on Tues-
day, May 9, 2006, at 10 a.m. on Cor-
porate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
Standards.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Elizabeth Hoffman,
a fellow in my office, be granted the
privileges of the floor for the duration
of the debate on this legislation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, on behalf
of Senator BAUCUS, I ask unanimous
consent that the following interns and
fellows be granted floor privileges dur-
ing consideration of S. 1955: Leona Cut-
ler, David Schwartz, Diedra Henry-
Spires, Britt Sandler, Tiffany Smith,
Tom Louthan, and Christal Edwards.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Courtney
Wilcox of my staff be granted floor
privileges for the duration of today’s
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
after consultation with the ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Finance, pursuant to Public Law 106-
170, announces the appointment of the
following individual to serve as a mem-
ber of the Ticket to Work and Work In-
centives Advisory Panel: Katie Beckett
of Iowa.

The Chair, on behalf of the majority
leader, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic Leader, pursuant to Public Law
68-541, as amended by Public Law 102—
246, appoints John Medveckis, of Penn-
sylvania, as a member of the Library of
Congress Trust Fund Board for a term
of 5 years.

————
NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 471 which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 471) recognizing that,
during National Foster Care Month, the
leaders of the Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments should provide leadership to im-
prove the care given to children in foster
care programs.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
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