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I am married to a Shiia, or I am a
Shiia and my son is married to a
Sunni.

And if I ask a Kurd, they will say I
am Kurd, but you do not seem to un-
derstood. Kurds are Sunnis. We tend to
divide them up more than they do. My
biggest fear is that in spite of the
progress that is being made, huge
progress, in spite of the fact that Sunni
radicals tried to ignite the country in
sectarian violence, you only saw that
sectarian violence in two places, Bagh-
dad and Ramadi, and actually Basra.

They held off. This is an amazing
thing that we are seeing take place.
The Iraqis deserve our staying the
course with them. They did not attack
us, we attacked them. We disbanded
their army, their police and their bor-
der patrol. It is absolutely imperative,
absolutely imperative that we not
leave before they have their police,
their border patrol, and their army to
protect themselves.

——
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. George
Miller) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

CHICAGO JAIL’S AREA 2

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Ms. MCKINNEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, mock
executions by putting the barrel of a
shotgun into the mouth of a prisoner
and pulling the trigger. Using alligator
clips on ears, noses and genitals. Racial
attacks and use of racial slurs, burns
all over the body, electric shock to the
genitals. Suffocation with bags.

In other words torture which is now
almost synonymous with U.S. run pris-
ons and detention centers. Imme-
diately the U.S. facility at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba and Abu Ghraib in
Iraq come to mind when even the word
is said.

But the question I have, Mr. Speaker,
is how did we get to this point? Some
prison activists immediately pointed
out that we must not forget Attica
when we are talking about Guanta-
namo or Abu Ghraib. And so I partici-
pated in a forum entitled, From Attica
to Abu Ghraib.

But now as the memory of Attica has
been invoked, it appears that another
U.S. detention facility must be named
too. Area 2 in Chicago, run by the Chi-
cago police department. Area 2 will
now go down in U.S. annals as a domes-
tic torture center.

Sadly, over 135 African Americans
have come forward to say that they
were tortured, mostly in Chicago’s
Area 2, in what could be one of the
greatest scandals of modern day Amer-
ican prison practice and procedure.
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Documentation shows that torture of

African American men occurred in

Areas 2 and 3 of Chicago jails for over

20 years, and no one with authority to

stop it did so.

Moreover, these actions were covered
up for 30 years by those in Chicago in
authority. How many people are in jail
today because confessions were tor-
tured out of them? Incredibly, some
prisoners were even on death row after
having had confessions tortured out of
them.

Moreover, the torture victims have
psychological issues that have never
been clinically resolved. Thank good-
ness former Illinois Governor Ryan
commuted all of the death row cases,
and gave full innocent pardons to four
death row inmates who should never
have been in prison.

Incredibly, even after Governor
Ryan’s actions, the City of Chicago is
paying more than $5 million to lawyers
who represent the accused police offi-
cers. How do we know about this? Due
to the hard work and the thankless
hours put in by activists, lawyers, and
journalists who refused to let this issue
go or be swept under the rug.

And thank goodness we have dedi-
cated journalists for what is referred to
as the alternative media, who are will-
ing to write those stories and get the
message out.

I learned about this story from Amy
Goodman’s Democracy Now broadcast
on the Pacifica network of stations.
This week or next, the judge will rule
whether or not to release the report to
the public. But in the interim, one
thing is clear, and that is, that Areas 2
and 3 of the Chicago city jail must be
added to the annals of U.S. prisoner
abuse, from Attica to Abu Ghraib and
beyond, Chicago now owns an unfortu-
nate chapter.

CHICAGO’S ABU GHRAIB: UN COMMITTEE
AGAINST TORTURE HEARS REPORT ON HOW
POLICE TORTURED OVER 135 AFRICAN-AMER-
ICAN MEN INSIDE CHICAGO JAILS
Extraordinary rendition. Overseas prisons.

Abu Ghraib. Guantanamo Bay. Practices and
places that have become synonymous with
the abuse of detainees in U.S. custody are
getting renewed attention at the United Na-
tions this week, where the UN Committee
Against Torture is holding hearings on U.S.
compliance with its international obliga-
tions. But there is one name expected to
arise this week that few people in this coun-
try will have heard about—and it’s the one
that’s closest to home.

It’s called Area 2. And for nearly two dec-
ades beginning in 1971, it was the epicenter
for what has been described as the system-
atic torture of dozens of African-American
males by Chicago police officers. In total,
more than 135 people say they were subjected
to abuse including having guns forced into
their mouths, bags placed over their heads,
and electric shocks inflicted to their geni-
tals. Four men have been released from
death row after government investigators
concluded torture led to their wrongful con-
victions.

Yet the case around Area 2 is nowhere near
a resolution—to date, not one Chicago police
officer has been charged with any crime.

The most prominent officer, former police
commander Jon Burge, was dismissed in the
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early 1990s. He retired to Florida where he
continues to collect a pension. Today, a spe-
cial prosecutor is now in the fourth year of
an investigation. Just last week, a group of
Chicago police officers won a court ruling to
delay the release of the prosecutor’s prelimi-
nary report.

David Bates, one of dozens of men to come
forward with allegations of abuse at the
hands of the Chicago police.

Flint Taylor, an attorney with the Peo-
ple’s Law Office in Chicago, which he helped
found in the late 1960s. He has represented
many of the torture victims and was directly
involved in spearheading the special prosecu-
tor’s investigation.

John Conroy a journalist and author who
has covered the case for over a decade. He
has written several articles for the Chicago
Reader, and is the author of the book ‘Un-
speakable Acts, Ordinary People: The Dy-
namics of Torture.”

AMY GOODMAN. We go now to Chicago,
where we’re joined by three guests: David
Bates, Flint Taylor and John Conroy. David
Bates is one of dozens of men to come for-
ward with allegations of abuse at the hands
of the Chicago police. Flint Taylor is an at-
torney with the People’s Law Office in Chi-
cago, which he helped found in the late 1960s.
He has represented many of the torture vic-
tims and was directly involved in spear-
heading the special prosecutor’s investiga-
tion. And John Conroy is a journalist and au-
thor who’s covered the case for over a dec-
ade. He’s written several articles for the Chi-
cago Reader and is the author of the book,
Unspeakable Acts, Ordinary People: The Dy-
namics of Torture. We welcome you all to
Democracy Now! I want to begin with Flint
Taylor for an overview. You have been work-
ing on this case for years. You have rep-
resented people who said they were tortured.
Give us the scope of this story.

FLINT TAYLOR. Well, the scope started out
with one man who was tortured by electric
shock and having a plastic bag put over his
head and being beaten by Jon Burge and oth-
ers at the Area 2 police station. He, on his
own, brought a lawsuit in the mid-‘80s. That
lawsuit, we got involved in, and over the
years we were able to uncover, with the help
of journalists such as John Conroy, others
such as David Bates, who had also been tor-
tured and had told their stories in various
courts, but no one had put all this evidence
together.

We were able to assimilate, over many
years, over 60 cases of torture, and when I
say ‘‘torture,” I mean electric shock, I mean
suffocation with bags, I mean mock execu-
tions, I mean racial attacks, that kind of
thing. And they were all coming out of the
same station, and they were all headed up by
this man, Jon Burge, who came out of Viet-
nam, started out as a detective and quickly
rose in the ranks through sergeant, lieuten-
ant and commander. This went on—the ac-
tual documentation now shows that this
went on for over 20 years, from 1972 to 1992,
when in fact Burge was finally, after commu-
nity outrage, suspended and fired from his
job.

As you said, he has never been prosecuted.
The State’s Attorney of Cook County at the
time this evidence first came to light in the
mid- ‘80s was none other than the now major
Richard Daley. The Superintendent of Police
at that time contacted him with the evi-
dence of torture and said, ‘‘Are you going to
prosecute this?”’ Daley did not intervene or
prosecute at that time. Later on, his first as-
sistant, Richard Devine, became State’s At-
torney of Cook County. Remarkably, Devine,
while he was in private practice, had been
Burge’s lawyer, defending many of these
civil cases. He then became prosecutor in
1997. Of course, he did nothing either, be-
cause his clients were the ones that needed
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to be investigated. So for 20, 25, 30 years, no
one in the prosecutor’s office, the current
mayor or the current state’s attorney, no
one else did any investigation.

Finally, the community outrage was so
strong with regard to all of that that a spe-
cial prosecutor was appointed. That was four
years ago, as you said. Four years of inves-
tigation has led to his publicly saying that
he now has 192 cases of torture and abuse at
Area 2 and later at the Area 3 station, where
Burge was transferred to later on. He now is
talking about releasing a report. He still is
not talking about indicting anybody. The
rumor has it that, because it is so long, that
we’'re going to have a catch-22 situation, and
we’re going to have the statute of limita-
tions invoked by the special prosecutor,
who’s going to release a report but say it’s
too late to indict anybody.

Of course, we all say that that’s ridiculous,
that there are ongoing conspiracy allega-
tions and evidence that there’s an obstruc-
tion of justice going on in the various courts.
There’s perjury going on. So, no one’s going
to be satisfied if, in fact, all that happens is
a report, no matter how damning the report
may be. So the struggle here in Chicago con-
tinues and will continue, as long as people
are still in jail because of the confessions
that were tortured from them, and as long as
Burge and others sit in Florida and other
places and collect hundreds of thousands and
even millions of dollars in police pensions,
rather than to face criminal charges, wheth-
er they be state charges, federal charges or
charges before the International Court of
Justice.

AMY GOODMAN. We are also joined by David
Bates. Can you tell us what happened to you?
When did it happen? Tell us the whole course
of events.

DAVID BATES. Well, I believe it was October
the 28th or 29th of 1983, when a few officers
knocked on my mom’s door and announced
that they were police officers and let my
mom know that I'll be taken away and that
I’'ll be coming home shortly. There were sup-
posed to be some questions regarding a case.
Of course, I got to the police station. I was
questioned. I let the officers or detectives
know that I had nothing to do with the case.
I knew nothing. This went on for two days.

At that time, it was five sessions of tor-
ture, starting with two with slaps and kicks
and threats. It was two particular sessions of
torture that was very devastating, in which
a plastic bag was placed over my head. I was
punched and kicked. And I'll tell you, when
you talk about torture, you're talking about
individuals who, most part, were young, had
a few brushes with the law, but never in a
million years thought that they would have
a plastic bag placed over their head.

More importantly, the torture has never
been resolved. No one has ever owned up to
the torture. So we have hundreds of individ-
uals who have psychologically been warped,
been destroyed. There’s never been any clin-
ical resolution to the torture. No one has
owned up to it.

And I tell you, the fact that this attorney
and this journalist have spent years trying
to uncover the truth and community organi-
zations and individuals—we’re talking about
a city. We're talking about a state. We're
talking about legislators, who have not
looked into the issue of torture, and I say
it’s a shame. And I would like to commend
these gentlemen for working hard to bring
the issue of torture out. But I say it’s time
for the legislators and mayor and individuals
who had firsthand knowledge of it to come
clean with it and bring these individuals to
justice.

AMY GOODMAN. Flint Taylor, I remember
years ago with an especially active group of
mothers, mothers in Chicago of men on
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death row, who kept raising the issue of this
police commander, Burge, and saying that
their sons had been tortured, that one had
engraved in a metal bench in the police sta-
tion, “I am tortured, I’'m forced to confess,”
something like that. What about this? What
about death row cases, where men ended up
on death row?

FLINT TAYLOR. That’s been a major, major
piece of this whole struggle against police
torture. In the early and mid-‘90s, the move-
ment against police torture and for human
rights came together with the anti-death
penalty movement here in Chicago and
raised a very strong set of voices, some of
whom you’ve just mentioned. For people,
there were at least ten to twelve people on
death row here in Illinois who alleged and
had evidence to show that Burge and his men
had tortured them into giving confessions,
one of whom was Aaron Patterson, whom
you just mentioned, who during a break in
one of his torture sessions etched in a bench
that he had been suffocated with a bag and
was being tortured. That later came out.

Ultimately, due to the combination of the
factors, and articles that John wrote, and
speaking out by David and others in the
community, and the work of various law-
yvers, Governor Ryan looked at all of these
cases, and as you know, he not only com-
muted the sentence of all of those on death
row, some 160-odd people, but he looked spe-
cifically at four cases of torture by Burge
and others and found that those individuals
were innocent, that they had been tortured
into giving false confession, and he gave full
innocence pardons to those four individuals.
That’s Aaron Patterson, Stanley Howard,
Madison Hobley and Leroy Orange.

Those four men are now ‘‘fortunate”
enough—and I put that with quotes around
it—to be able to, because they’ve been exon-
erated, bring lawsuits in federal courts. So
there is not only the special prosecutor, but
there are these lawsuits by the individuals
who have been pardoned in federal court,
where we are fighting the issues of torture
and bringing out evidence in that forum, as
well.

And there’s an obstruction of justice going
on in that courtroom, as well as against the
special prosecutor, as the city has paid over
$56 million to a set of private lawyers to rep-
resent the police officers, including Burge, in
all these cases. Burge now and his men—and
there’s now over 50 detectives that are
named in one or more of these 192 cases—
they are all getting free lawyers, and they’re
getting the advice from the city-paid lawyers
to take the Fifth Amendment. So you now
have the spectacle of, in these federal cases
and in front of the special prosecutor, that
former and present law enforcement officers,
rather than to answer questions about
whether they tortured and abused people
like David Bates and the men on death row,
they have all lined up and taken the Fifth
Amendment as to each and every allegation
of police torture.

AMY GOODMAN. John Conroy, you're a jour-
nalist and author. You’ve covered the tor-
ture case for over a decade for the Chicago
Reader, and you wrote the book, ‘“‘Unspeak-
able Acts, Ordinary People: The Dynamics of
Torture.”” How has this taken so long to
come out, though it has come out in parts
over the years and in certain communities
well-known? And now the question of wheth-
er, in fact, it will be released, this report
that among other people calling for this,
four black aldermen are calling for the pub-
lic release of this report.

JOHN CONROY. Well, it hasn’t taken that
long to be out. It was out in 1990, when we
did the story in the Chicago Reader, the first
story, and we’ve done more than 100,000
words since. And I think that what’s dragged
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on—the reason why it’s dragged on—I differ
with the estimable Mr. Taylor here on this—
is that there is no community outrage. Peo-
ple don’t care. As in every society in which
people are tortured, there’s a torture book
class in Chicago. It’s African American men,
most of them with criminal records. And
they’re just beyond the pale of our compas-
sion. We just don’t care.

And that’s why it’s taken 15 years for you
probably to do this program and many oth-
ers now interested in this report, when the
information has been out there for a very
long time. The New York Times, I think, it’s
covered this twice: once, when the men were
pardoned; and once, when there was a float
in the St. Patrick’s Day parade that was
going to honor four of the officers who had
been accused, and the float never came to be
in the parade, but there was a controversy
about it. So, that shows you, I think, the
level of concern in the United States about
this issue.

AMY GOODMAN. We are talking to John
Conroy, author of Unspeakable Acts, Ordi-
nary People: The Dynamics of Torture. We're
also joined by David Bates, a torture victim,
and Flint Taylor, an attorney who has
worked on this case for decades.

AMY GOODMAN. Our guests in the Chicago
studio are John Conroy, who is a journalist
and author, covered the torture case for over
a decade for the Chicago Reader, author of
Unspeakable Acts, Ordinary People: The Dy-
namics of Torture; David Bates is also with
us, as is Flint Taylor, attorney with the Peo-
ple’s Law Office in Chicago. David Bates, are
you going to sue the police department?

DAVID BATES. Well, I have to consult with
my attorneys regarding that. I'll just have
to say that in conjunction with what Flint
said and John, this has been going on for so
long, and there hasn’t been the outrage need-
ed to bring attention to the torture in order
to get those convictions. But, again, I just
want to commend individuals who have been
tirelessly working to keep this issue of tor-
ture in the news. We have to look at this
from a human perspective. These are individ-
uals who were tortured and beaten at the
hands of people who basically are supposed
to serve and protect them. And imagine
keeping this thing and not being able to talk
to people about this. A lot of these gentle-
men went to prison and served long stints of
time incarcerated. There was no one to talk
to about the torture. Even contact with pub-
lic officials or community leaders, it was no
one to talk to about it. And, again, I just
want to commend everybody for coming on
board with this issue. But there’s a lot need
to be done.

AMY GOODMAN. David Bates, did you hear
about this happening to other people at the
time that this happened to you?

DAVID BATES. Well, see, the problem comes
in, is that when you’re in prison and you’re
in an environment like that, you do not
want to let anyone know that you made a
confession, whether you were tortured, what-
ever—however you made the confession, it
was not in your best interest to expose that
while you were in prison. You would be con-
sidered weak. So, imagine these individuals
in prison not able to even seek legal help and
advice. I liken it to being raped, honestly.
Individuals not able to be—go for help. Then,
when you did go for help, when you had the
opportunity to go for help, people said it
didn’t happen. So, I tell you, when you get
rid of all—when you get down to the human
aspect of this problem, you’re going to deal
with a lot of sick men, a lot of sick men that
need clinical— some type of clinical help to
deal with the torture.

AMY GOODMAN. David Bates, when you saw
the pictures at Abu Ghraib, what were your
thoughts?
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DAVID BATES. Well, the pictures, I'll say
this. My thoughts on the whole process was:
how the hell did they get hearings, and tor-
ture from anywhere is wrong. But as we’ve
spoke on, this torture has taken place for
over two to three decades in America, on the
Southside of Chicago. Why didn’t we have
public hearings? Why didn’t the state legisla-
tors come in and do investigations? We actu-
ally had to go outside the country to an
international court to deal with police tor-
ture. On October the 14th, the People’s Law
Office and other attorneys met in front of
the Organization of American States to
bring attention to the issue of torture, and
we’re looking for delegation of individuals to
come in and to ask Mayor Daley questions
that he hasn’t been able to answer to the
public since this Jon Burge stuff has been
going on. And I tell you, it’s going to be an
embarrassment to a lot of people, but like
my good friend Conroy said, they’ve been
knowing about it.

AMY GOODMAN. Let me ask about the
knowledge to the very top. Some are say-
ing—and I want to put this question to Flint
Taylor, attorney with the People’s Law Of-
fice in Chicago—that the report could well
implicate, as you were talking about, the
State’s Attorney, Richard Daley, his assist-
ant Richard Devine, who now holds the top
job. Can you talk more about how they
knew, the whole issue of them being told
early on?

FLINT TAYLOR. Well, as I said, Richard
Daley was previously the State’s Attorney of
Cook County. In 1982, when one of the
major—the first major case broke with re-
gard to police torture, the Andrew Wilson
case, the superintendent of police was in-
formed by the head of the hospital, the pris-
on hospital where Andrew Wilson was being
held, that there was serious evidence of tor-
ture, that Andrew Wilson not only said, but
had physical evidence that supported the
conclusion that he had been tortured by elec-
tric shock, by beating, and he had 15 injuries
all over him, burns and everything like that.
And the head of the hospital was so shocked,
he brought it straight to the superintendent
of police.

The superintendent of police then brought
it straight to Richard Daley. He knew that
Andrew Wilson had been charged with very
serious offenses, shooting two police officers
and killing them. So Daley decided that
rather than to investigate the criminal ac-
tivities of Jon Burge in torturing Andrew
Wilson, that that would, in fact, undercut
and undermine, he thought, the prosecution
of Wilson, so he did nothing. He did no pros-
ecution at that time.

He then presided over the next eight years
over the State’s Attorney’s office, which was
complicit in taking over 55 confessions from
55 different victims of Burge and police tor-
ture. In all of those or many of those cases
in the individual courts, there was testimony
from those victims that they had been tor-
tured. However, Daley defended all those
cases, put all those people behind bars, many
of them on death row, and in no instance did
he investigate the continuing allegations
that were coming out of Burge’s police head-
quarters that people were tortured. Daley
then went on to be the mayor of the City of
Chicago.

There was—and John and I disagree in the
sense that there had been at times public
outrage. The public outrage reaches certain
proportions at different times. We’re at one
those key points again today. We had been in
the early ’90s. And one the reasons for that
was this Andrew Wilson trial that brought
out all this evidence and put together all
these different allegations of torture. Be-
cause of all of that, the police department
was forced to reinvestigate. This was in the
early 1990s.
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They put an honest investigator in charge
of the investigation, and lo and behold, he
came to an obvious conclusion. He said there
was systematic torture at Area 2. He said he
had looked at 50 cases, and there was sys-
tematic torture. Well, what did the super-
intendent of police do? He suppressed that
report. He then met with the mayor of the
City of Chicago, after we had gotten that re-
port released by a judge, and he and the
mayor, who is now Richard Daley, instead of
saying, ‘‘Now we have the evidence to pros-
ecute. Now we should proceed. Now we
should lock Burge up,” what did they do?
They not only attempted to suppress the re-
port, but then they went publicly and dis-
credited it. Daley stepped forward and said,
“These are only rumors and innuendo.”” So,
at every point, as I've mentioned, Daley,
rather than taking his responsibility as chief
law enforcement officer and chief executive
officer of the City of Chicago, moved to sup-
press and to do nothing.

AMY GOODMAN. Legally—let me ask you,
Flint Taylor. Legally, if crimes are known
about, and they are covered up, is Mayor
Daley criminally liable?

FLINT TAYLOR: Well, at this point, is he
criminally liable? I suppose you could see
him a co-conspirator, in that it was certain
obstruction of justice over the years, cer-
tainly. But I think at this point what we’re
looking for is if a special prosecutor comes
out with a report and says, ‘I can’t indict,
because it’s too late,” then the people of the
City of Chicago have to look in two direc-
tions. They have to look backwards to Daley
and Devine and say, ‘“Well, the special pros-
ecutor was hamstrung by the fact that Daley
and Devine didn’t act when they should
have,” and then we have to look forward and
say, ‘“‘That’s not sufficient. That’s not
right.”

There are continuing criminal violations
here, and if the special prosecutor won’t do
anything about them, then Fitzgerald, who
is the U.S. Attorney here and who, of course,
has made his name in the Valerie Plame case
and has already indicted Daley’s people in a
wide-ranging truck scandal, he has to open
his investigation into federal RICO or rack-
eteering charges, as well as obstruction of
justice and perjury. And as David has men-
tioned, it has been taken to the inter-
national forum, not only last fall to the
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, which is the Organization of Amer-
ican States, who is still looking into this
issue, but this past week and right now, it’s
been presented to the Committee Against
Torture of the United Nations in Geneva,
and one of our people has spoken with and
presented evidence to the Committee
Against Torture, and that committee has or-
dered the government to respond and to
speak to the issues of torture here in this
country. And in its concluding remarks, it
put with Abu Ghraib and put with Guanta-
namo the situation of Chicago.

And so, perhaps there’s not enough public
outrage here, but the international commu-
nity is looking at it in a very strong way,
and to hear Chicago put in the same breath
with Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib is some-
thing that—if that doesn’t wake up the pow-
ers that be here in the City of Chicago and
that doesn’t wake up the U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice and that doesn’t, in fact, put on the car-
pet the State’s Attorney of Cook County and
the Mayor of the City of Chicago, I don’t
know what will.

AMY GOODMAN: John Conroy, the Midwest
Coalition for Human Rights will present a
report that includes the Chicago torture al-
legations to the U.N. Human Rights Commis-
sion. How significant is this? And, finally,
why do you call your book ‘‘Unspeakable
Acts, Ordinary People”?
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JOHN CONROY: Well, let me take the second
question first. I call the book ‘‘Unspeakable
Acts, Ordinary People,” because torture is
always done by—we want our torturers to be
monsters, but it turns out that they’re just
ordinary people like you and me. And I can
go back and cite you all kinds of psycho-
logical experiments in which they have
found that people will do extraordinary
things, inflicting pain on other people, if
they are simply ordered to do so, simply fol-
lowing orders someone else is taking respon-
sibility. And it doesn’t require any sort of a
twisted mind to do this. We are all—most of
us are given to obedience. And so, I've inter-
viewed torturers from around the world,
former torturers, and they all struck me as
very ordinary men.

How significant the international atten-
tion will be remains to be seen. It’s a unique
turn, and it’s somewhat thrilling, I think,
for those of us who have been watching this
for a long time to see it finally raise to the
level of being mentioned in a phrase with
Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo. But whether
this will just be one of those media—you
know, where the media comes in for a day or
two and then leaves remains to be seen.

AMY GOODMAN: And what’s the timetable
on this?

JOHN CONROY: The special prosecutor is
supposed to—I'm sorry. The judge who over-
sees the prosecutor is supposed to rule, I be-
lieve, on the 12th of May, as to whether the
report will be released or not.

AMY GOODMAN: That will be Friday, and we
will certainly follow it up. I want to thank
you all for being with us: David Bates, tor-
ture victim himself, telling his own story;
Flint Taylor, attorney with the People’s Law
Office in Chicago, who has represented many
of the victims; and John Conroy, who has
written about this for years for the Chicago
Reader, author of ‘‘Unspeakable Acts, Ordi-
nary People: The Dynamics of Torture.”

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
SCHWARTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——————

AMERICAN HOMELAND SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SCHIFF) is recognized for
half the time until midnight as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, for much
of our history the United States has
not feared a direct attack. The vast ex-
panses of the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans allowed our young Nation to
survive and thrive safe from the preda-
tion of the great powers of the 19th
Century, and the growth of our mili-
tary power in the 20th Century rein-
forced the belief that no hostile power
could strike us here at home.

Only the British, nearly two cen-
turies ago during the War of 1812 have
mounted a sustained military cam-
paign on American soil. Japan at-
tacked both Hawaii and Alaska during
World War II, but was unable to carry
out a major ground offensive against
the United States.
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